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ABSTRACT

The subject of this study is regarding income structure and consumer behavior of Muslim
household in Thailand using data from Socio-Economic Survey regarding income and expenditure in year
2006. The sources were divided in region category and income level as followed 1) Bangkok 2) Central
metropolitans and eastern part 3) Northern part 4) Northeastern part 5) Southern part in upper region
6) Southern part in lower region and 7) Southern border provinces (4 provinces). As for the income level,
households are divided into 5 equal groups.

From this research, it was found that 52% of Muslim families live in the Southern border
provinces followed by Southern part in upper region and Southern part in lower region at 18% and 12%
respectively. In Bangkok however, there is only 9% of Muslim families settling down here.

In each region, Muslim families have unequal income levels. The poorest group (income level at
THB 0 - 5,840 per month) mostly live in the Southern border provinces and they are accounted for 76% of
Thailand poverty households; whereas in Bangkok, there is only 1% of this poverty group. For the highest
income level group (more than THB 19,492 per month), families in Southern border provinces is
accounted for only 26% of the total group. Interestingly, it was discovered that the highest income level
group in Bangkok is accounted for 23% of the total group though there is less than 10% of the total
amount of national households dispersing in the region.

As for the income structure, both money and non-money forms were taken into consideration. It
was found that income in the money form varies significantly both in its level and in the region. Most low
level income households in Bangkok earn their living by selling goods or having other private occupations
while households in Southern parts have higher income level from their salary by being employed in
Agricultural sector. For the high income earner in Bangkok, they earn money from owning businesses or
through other real estates. In Southern part, families earn their livings through Agricultural sector and
conducting large business enterprises. In the other regions in Central metropolitans and Northern regions,
income structures are similar to that of Bangkok area.

The study of consumption behavior shows that regional factor does not have a significant impact
on expenditure structure. However, income level factor does. Considering the amount of expenditure, it
was discovered that expenses for food and drinks have positive correlation with income level. However,
when comparing the proportion of money spent on foods and drinks with the whole income amount, it was
found those low income households spend more for foods and drinks than high income households.

Proportionally, high income households spend less on foods and drinks. This could be because the low
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income households consume goods necessary for survival which are accounted for a large portion of their
income; whereas the high income household spend less on food and drinks but has higher expenditure
level.

As for the issue regarding cigarette and alcohol consumption, it was found that Muslim
households that consume them are scattered around in all region. Each region shows a high level of
cigarette consumption especially in Southern part where the percentage is more than 50% of the same
group and it has spread widely in the high income household. Mostly, the cigarette consumption level has
positive correlation with income. For alcohol consumption, both in house and in restaurant, high
consumption level is found in Central part, Southern part in both upper and lower regions. The southern
border shows that, alcohol consumption is high in high income household and found low level of

consumption in low to medium income household.
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ABSTRACT

Although, the value of trade between Thailand and Iran has not been explicitly high compare to
many countries, the trade value and type of commodities have performed the significant harmony in each
country’ demand. Because rice has occupied the first rank of export value from Thailand to Iran since
1979, rice shall be an appropriate proxy for the analysis of trade between Thailand and Iran. The
objectives of this thesis are as followings (i) to study trade relations, (ii) an analysis competitiveness of

rice export from Thailand to Iran, and (iii) to study factors affecting Thailand’s rice export to Iran.

Analysis is based on Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA) method and Constant Market
Share (CMS) method. Data in this study is annual data from 1997 - 2005. In addition, the estimation of
demand for rice in Iran by the Ordinary Least Square (OLS) method uses the annual data during 1986 —

2005.

Results show that Pakistan, Vietnam and Uruguay are the important competitors of Thai rice
exporting. However, Iran’s most wanted is Thai rice. The government must concern about
1) competitiveness and 2) adjustment that go along with Iran rice demand. Therefore, Thai government
should have appropriate plan to improve these two factors and concern about price and quality of Thai rice
to make our rice differ from another competitor’s. Also, Iran’s strict import regulation is one of the
important factors that Thai government should study in-depth. In addition, there are other factors affect
trading rice not only the price of Thailand and the competitors’ but also quantity of rice produced in Iran,
the income of Iran, population of Iran, war, rice trading between the government of Thailand and Iran.
Furthermore, there are quality factors such as rice quality, the good trader’s relationship including close
relationship, familiarity, and trustworthiness. The political and payment confidence is the important
factor; especially, the nuclear projects, that Iran could be boycotted, could decrease entrepreneurs

confidence in trading.
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ABSTRACT

There is high import-export rate in Thailand glass market. As a result of free trading, the imported
glass is not only in high demand but also low cost which leading to dumping and Indonesia is one of main
competitors that use this strategy. Thailand strikes back with an anti-dumping measure-taxation. From this
reason brings to study the effect of anti-dumping on the demand of glass in Thailand with analyze

competitive ability of exported glass countries to Thailand.

This study used Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA) to analyze comparative advantage of
glass export and took market share in analysis of absolute advantage among Japan, China, Malaysia,
Germany and Indonesia with respect to those of Thailand and used Ordinary Least Square (OLS) to

analyze the effect of dumping from time series secondary data in between the 1998 and 2007.

Results of thesis study show that glasses Japan, Malaysia, Germany, China and Indonesia is more
potentially competitive than Thailand. It is found that; from the effect of anti-dumping measure, the
increase in demand of local glass is higher than the decrease in demand of imported glass. It can be
concluded that; hence, the anti-dumping measure has effect on the increase in demand of over all glass-

uses. This measure is usefulness to glass customers but it is bad result for glass importer in higher price.
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ABSTRACT

The crisis of credit business and investment of immovable property in the United States
made several financial institutions fall and expanding to neighboring countries capitalism become
hamburger crisis, create confusion to financial and capital markets around the world, main
financial institutions in several institutions in the U.S., UK. and Europe fall. In contrast the
Middle East nations has been relatively less affected, business and investment in the Middle East
continues to prosper both domestically and internationally. Especially, Gulf Co-operation Council
(GCO) including Saudi Arabia, Oman, United Arab Emirate, Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain reduce
business and investment in Europe and America but come into the business and investment in
ASEAN. Thailand is one of the countries in the ASEAN for businessmen and investors that are

interested.

The Islamic research on the basic of business and investment in the Middle East is a
documentary research, Depending on al - Qur’an, al - Hadith and other documents included primary
source, secondary source and tertiary source. Before data analysis, Interpretation of evidence

systematically, synthetic history, and divide information into categories or major sub-topic or subject.

The research found that business and investment of the Middle East is based on Islamic
law (Shari‘ah). So the business and investment in the Middle East should not be associated with

riba, risk, gambling, fraud, not clear, taking advantage and harmless to themselves and society.

But should encourage business and investment with bearing risk or share profits together,
replace the system of interest, opportunity for business and investment in halal food industry, hotel,
resort, hospital and others as possible. states should support Islamic banking and exchange
commission to open Islamic stock market, pull out of capital from Middle East, educational
seminars and perform or training is always, as well as to establish a corporate consulting on
business and investment in the Middle East or founded the International Institute of Islamic finance

education in Thailand.
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ABSTRACT

Malaysia, as a member of the NICs, has engaged in a global economy with the economic structure
under Japan supervision and adopted the United States neo-liberal policy and later also adopted financial
liberalization in Malaysia. As a result, it had downpour Malaysian Economic to it recession and face

financial crisis in 1997.

Later, during Dr. Mahathir Muhammad administration, he denied a support from the IMF and
used the international stage to rally a support from nations throughout the world to incorporated in
establishing “Foreign Currency Control System” and further urged not to use American dollar as a
country’s reservation treasury. Moreover, Dr. Mahathir’s policy was to strengthen web links in trade and
investment with the Muslim world by offering a first global Sukuk Bond, a private Islamic bond for the
first time in history. A Malaysian palm oil corporations requested an assistant from the eighty Gulf Nation
financial institutions in 2001 and finally held the Shariah Dialogue Program. There were many specialists
around the globe participating to form and discuss for the consensus to produce a new financial special

vihecle making Malaysia as a centre of International Islamic Financial Hub in Asia.

The United States strategy to prevent the Middle-eastern investors in the post 9/11 in 2001 in
return, had backfired them when Malaysia took the advantage of the events to regain benefits by offering
themselves as the, “Final Destination” for the map of middle-eastern investors, besides China and India, to

use Malaysia as the gateway and spring board to expand to the neighbor countries.

A new financial structure renovation in Malaysia, after the Asian financial crisis, had helped
strengthen many local Islamic banking system before hand in order to prepare the country’s condition in
opening Islamic banking from Middle Eastern countries in the latter time. In 2004 the Badawi’s
Administration had presented the Islamic policy called, “Islam Hadhari” to run the country and in OIC.
Due to Malaysia was the president of OIC in the late 2003. The target was to establish and tighten trades
and investment within the Muslim world and presented the Halal policy to pave the road for World Halal
Economy. He also offered the Halal Food production and services policy through the existing Islamic
structure by forming World Islamic Economy Forum (WIEF) as a medium of corporation within the
Muslim nations and understanding between Muslim and the western world to avoid the theory of the clash
of civilization. For all of these tasks were to reach the final ultimatum of liberating Muslim from poverty

and in hope for erasing the stereotype image of Islamophobia that the western media has created.
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ABSTRACT

Graduated volunteer is one of the communication channels between the government and people
especially in 5 provinces, namely Yala, Patanee, Naratevas, and Songkla (Amper Natavee, Amper
Sabayoy, Amper Jana, and Amper Tapa). They work for the hiring graduated volunteer project. The main
duty is not only to be the communication channel, but also to give advices to people. They have to collect
data for formulating action plans. They also have to enhance the involvement of people in preventing
labor problems in those areas. To improve this project based on real requirements, the performance
assessment was performed. Problems and obstructions had been analyzed and reported to a project
manager in order to improve this project based on real needs. Several problems were found. The main
problems included 1) a small number of participants, 2) unclear job description of volunteer, 3) unclear
mission of the Department of Labor, 4) (people) not interested in information or volunteer, and 5)
difficulties in getting into the risky area. People do not want to be involved in this project as they do not
have trust in the volunteers. Both people and government officers do not understand the job description of
the volunteer. They confuse about duties of the graduated volunteers and the volunteers working for other
organizations. These are the major failure factors that the project manager have to handle to accomplish

the objectives of this project.
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ABSTRACT

Thailand has adopted an open economic system since the early 1960s that resulted in rapid
industrialization and urbanization. Not only Bangkok, but many regional towns, such as Chiang Mai, have
benefited from economic development. On the other hand, Burma had adopted a rather careful policy
towards foreign investment. Hence, economic expansion in Burma did not take place as fast as what
happened in Thailand. This unequal economic development has resulted in a number of workers from

Burma crossing the border to come to seek employment in Thailand.

In the following paper, I used an anthropological method of observation and informal interviews
to talk to a number of Burmese Muslim workers working in Chiang Mai, especially in Chang Klan
Muslim Community, then I collected all of information in cultural analyzing to find out about their
livelihood and problems with adjustment and the exclusion of these migrant workers in a foreign

environment.

The result of this study can show that the marginalization of Burmese Muslims is rooted in 3
contextual issues. The first is the political context of the nation state, general fear of terrorism and
insecurity towards the Muslim community. Capitalism is the second contextual backdrop to the situation
of Burmese Muslims because of cheap labor, and some types of work that Burmese Muslims are drawn
into clash with societal and Islamic mores and teachings. Ethnicity is the final context in which the
Burmese Muslim community of Chiang Mai must struggle to find “place.” The Burmese “newcomers”

stand out the most as being ethnically different, acknowledging existing stereotypes and prejudices.

Burmese Muslims moved into Thailand in order to “make their fortune” and earn a better life. They
choose to live in Chang Klan because they think they can be ‘at home’ in a Muslim community. However,
because of their poverty, cultural misunderstandings and discrimination, they cannot become fully
integrated. The political factor has made their presence even more “suspicious”. As a newcomer, they will

always been considered as “other”.
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ABSTRACT

It is observed that problem solving and development for Muslim communities in the past has not
been conducted with an insufficient community understanding. Previously, there has been very little
attempt to use the existing social capital, such as Islamic social structures, in the process of driving the
changes. As a result, social development in Muslim community has been slow down or even stagnant,
lacking behind the external changes, being imbalance and involving only its partial dimensions. The gaps
between Muslim communities and other communities have become wider from times to times although a
lot of resources and energies have been poured in solving the problem by many agencies. The Islamic
Studies and Muslim Community Development Project, Walailak University (ISWU) was established
recently. ISWU initiates a new framework for community development which is based on Islamic
principle and it's approach in dealing with community development is more integrated than the previous
ones. We proposes that the university should be a continuous and direct agent of changes, maximizing
the social capital utilization. The approach is one of intervention-based paradigm where the external
agents intervene the communities as optimal discrete pulses to attain a sustainable and strong

communities.

The coastal Muslim communities in Hua Sai district was chosen as a target for our research and
development. The initial phase focuses on the community learning and the development of a long-term
communities-university strong relationship. During the recent university vacation, ISWU and Religious
Study Club (Muslim Student Division) established a community learning camp, helping the youth
members of the communities to observe Islamic obligations, practice Islamic ethics and morality in their
life as well as initiating university-communities relationship. Various learning activities were conducted
including, learning from local knowledgeable figures, absorbing history of the district, collecting baseline
data related to family structure, genealogical relationship among the members, trends in their education,
their strength in practicing Islam, health and environmental status of the communities, social structure,

interaction with non-Muslim neighbors and community adjustment as it responded to external forces.

Hua Sai coastal communities are very dynamic, capable of adjusting themselves in response to
the external pressures and were able to retain their owns identities as Muslims consistently. The
communities started as fishery villages which possess high social unity. Then the problem of old and new
schools of thought in Islamic matters divided them into two competing poles. This competition, however,
work well to help them protecting their Muslim identity. In the last 15 years, some parts of their land
were converted into shrimp farming but later the projects were largely false after a few years of good
profits. Many community members have turned to working in industries in the nearby areas or setting up
their own businesses. During the recent period, family structure started deteriorated continuously and
many young people become intellectually helpless. In addition, in recent 2-3 years, the coastal erosion has
reduced the usable land significantly when compounded with abandoned shrimp farms causing unbearable

problems to the communities. Now the communities require a prompt and appropriate rescues.

In spite of an ability of Hua Sai coastal communities to protect their own identities up to recently,
the strength of current problems they are facing may be unbearable in long run. Thus the communities are

in urgently need of appropriate external intervention to be sustainable Islamically.
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