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Appendix
Special Lecture by
His Excellency Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva,

Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
“Thailand and the Muslim World: Partnership in Progress”
Muslim Studies Centre, Institute of Asian Studies
Maha-Chulalongkorn Building, Chulalongkorn University

Saturday, 2 October 2010, 0900 hrs.

Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

1. | am pleased and honoured to be here at the annual seminar series hosted by the
Institute of Asian Studies of Chulalongkorn University. The main theme of the seminar is on
Muslims in Thailand, and the constructive role of Thai Muslims in society. This is a very important
topic, especially for Thailand, as our millions Muslim brothers and sisters around the country are

indeed valuable members of our society.

2. One-fourth of the world’s population, or 1.5 billion people, are Muslim. The Muslim
population is a diverse community spanning the globe. While over fifty countries have Muslim-
majority populations, other groups of believers are clustered in minority communities on nearly
every continent. And although Islam is often associated with the Arab world and the Middle East,

fewer than 20 % of Muslims are Arab---most Muslims in fact live in Asia.

Historical ties

3. If we look at the relations between Thailand and the Muslim world, we would see that the
history can be traced back to the Sukhothai era. Later, during the Ayutthaya era, Muslims from
Persia, Malaya, and Indonesia came to live in the Kingdom of Siam. Most of the kings since early
times have assigned great importance to cultivating friendly relations with Muslim countries,
which serves as a strong foundation for strengthening friendly relations, between our

governments and between our peoples.



4. As the upholder of all religions, Thai kings have, since early times, granted religious
rights and freedom to Muslims, providing them with assistance while under royal protection. The
titte “Chularajmontri” or “Shaikh al-Islam” has been bestowed on the religious leadership since
the Ayutthaya period. This importance given to Thai Muslims, as the largest minority group in the
kingdom, continues to the present day. Thai Muslims have ancestors from various ethnic groups,
some of which are of local origin, but others of which have immigrated and settled in various
parts of Thailand. These various groups have played significant roles in Thai politics, economy,
civil society, as well as in the academic circles and the private sector. At present, there are
Muslims in both Houses of Parliament. Some have received important political positions,
including a former Speaker of the House of Representatives who was also Minister of
Transportation, a former Minister of Foreign Affairs who is now ASEAN Secretary-General, a
Minister of Interior, and an Army Commander-in-Chief who later became Deputy Prime Minister,

and so forth.

Southern Border Provinces

5. In Thailand, the issue of the Southern Border Provinces remains a top priority for the
Government. Thailand’s constitutional guarantees for religious freedom are a practical reality,
and there is no legal basis for religious discrimination or restriction. In fact, Thai Muslims in the
country live in harmony with Thai Buddhists. The root cause of the problem lies in the provinces’
unique history and cultural identity, the feelings of social and economic injustice, poverty, and a
desire for respect for a better understanding of local traditions, way of life, and culture. The
Government has therefore taken a development-led approach, under the philosophy based on
His Majesty the King’s advice to “understand, reach out, and develop”. In this regard, we highly
appreciate the understanding of many members of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference

(OIC) on the situation.



Ladies and Gentlemen,

Global context

0. When we think globally, we cannot deny that today, the Muslim world is of great
importance, both in terms of geopolitics and population. Muslim nations are playing a greater
role in various spheres, both politically and economically. The Thai government at every epoch
has recognized the importance of building good relations with the Muslim world, because we are
confident that maintaining good relations is an important foundation for developing cooperation
in politics, economics, trade, society, and culture, as well as in creating a pluralistic atmosphere
of peaceful co-existence for the modern world. This can be seen through Thailand’s
establishment of diplomatic ties with Muslim nations, where we currently have Ambassadors and
Consuls General in 22 locations, as well as through the very strong interest on the part of

Thailand in advancing relations in all dimensions with the Muslim world.

Regional context

7. Now let us specifically consider the Muslim community in the Southeast Asian region,
which makes up over three-fifths of the total population in the region. In particular, Indonesia
has the largest Muslim population in the world. Malaysia is a model for the modern economic
development of Muslim nations worldwide. The southernmost portion of Thailand is a cradle of
Muslim civilization in the Malay Peninsula, which has flourished since the pre-colonial period. In
other nations of Southeast Asia, even though Muslims form a small portion of the population, they
do play an important role in changing and developing the political, social, economic, and
cultural landscape in each nation. They also live peacefully with the majority groups of other

faiths, under the various political systems found in each nation.

8. The Muslim nations in the Middle East are especially important because the Middle East
is an economically valuable source of natural resources. It is a source of raw materials, a labor
marketplace, and tourist destination with great potential. This region has a strong voice on the
international stage, and significantly, the Muslim population has a sense of brotherhood as part
of a single Islamic community, or “Islamic Ummah”, uniting Muslims worldwide, throughout the
varied social and cultural contexts of each nation. Each year, around 13,000 Thai Muslims make

their Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca, and Thailand highly appreciates the facilitation rendered by the



Government of Saudi Arabia. In December of this year, Thailand will also be hosting the 3" Asia-
Middle East Dialogue, or AMED, to discuss avenues of cooperation. Certainly, the uniqueness of
the Muslim world makes it an important force that Thailand seeks to engage with, both amongst

our peoples and governments.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thailand and the Muslim World

9. Thailand has always maintained a policy of expanding cooperation in all fields with
Muslim nations in various parts of the world, including in Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Middle
East, Central Asia, Africa, and even those in Southern Europe. There have also been continuous
exchanges at many levels between Thailand and Muslim nations. As an Observer State of the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC), Thailand has successfully employed this
framework to develop political and economic relations and cooperation with Muslim nations. For
example, we have encouraged cooperation in energy by proposing the idea of an ‘allied
partnership’ with Oman. Iran has proposed joint investment to produce halal foods in Thailand.
We have expanded cooperation regarding commercial flights and investment in the tourism
industry in Bangladesh. In general, we have developed more efficient mechanisms for meetings
of joint commissions between Thailand and many Muslim nations. These are only a few

examples of how we are improving the efficiency of our cooperative activities.

Complementary economic potential

10. At the region-to-region level, change is currently taking place in world politics and
economic geography. This implies that Southeast Asia and the Middle East both need to find
allies and strategic partners for the “new economy”, in order to strengthen each region. There is
a complementary economic potential. We can together explore ways to mutually benefit from the
free trade agreements we have with third countries, and use each other as stepping stones for
trade and investment. The cultivation of such a strong relationship must also be based on
increased interaction in economic, social, and cultural dimensions at the levels of governments,
the private sector, and civil society. This will promote understanding between the two regions in

various dimensions, which will in turn strengthen relationships in the political dimension.



Energy cooperation

11. As an important source of energy, the Middle East is undoubtedly an important region for
Thailand in terms of energy security. For many years, Thais have explored and produced
petroleum in several Middle Eastern countries. Such activities began in 2002 between Thailand
and Oman, when Thailand’s PTT Exploration and Production Public Company Limited (PTTEP)
obtained a license from the Omani government for exploration and production in areas with high
potential as petroleum sources. Later, in the year 2005, similar cooperation was initiated
between Thailand and Iran, with the signing of a concession agreement between PTTEP and
Iran’s Ministry of Petroleum for exploration and production of petroleum. Then in 2006, PTTEP
obtained a license for exploration and production of petroleum in Egypt, and in 2007,

cooperation with Bahrain was initiated in a similar manner.

12. Thailand invests in the exploration and production of petroleum in various countries of
the Middle East in order to be a supplier for Thailand’s energy reserves. The expansion of this
new type of cooperation is not only a measure to address the oil price crisis or to ensure energy
security for Thailand. It also propels Thailand forward towards becoming a future energy trading
hub. This is a very important strategy regarding energy, which will benefit our nation in terms of

economic development.

Trade and investment

13. In terms of economic cooperation, Thailand has extensive relations with Muslim nations.
Such cooperation is continually expanding, as can be seen from the 57% increase in trade
between Thailand and Middle Eastern nations in 2008, at a total value of over 37.5 billion US
dollars. Investment cooperation between Thailand and the Muslim world in terms of investment
still has room to grow, both in terms of quantity or scope. For this reason, Thailand is finding
ways to further expand trade and investment and to increase business connections with Muslim

countries.



14. One potential area is healthcare. Thailand’s healthcare service, in particular, has brought
many patients from the GCC countries to Thailand each year to receive medical check-ups and
treatments. We are proud that Thai hospitals such as Bumrungrad, Phyathai and Bangkok
hospitals are well-known in the GCC. As such, the Thai private sector in this area is ready and

willing to increase cooperation with their counterparts, particularly in the management of

hospitals.
Halal
15. An area of concern is food security, which is an issue that is of great importance not only

to Thailand and Muslim countries, but to the entire world. Thailand, as the world’'s number one
rice exporter, reaffirms our readiness to work with all partners to enhance global food security.
Recognising the GCC'’s strategic location as a logistics hub, we are establishing a Thai
Distribution Center (TDC) for Thai foods and products in Bahrain. In Thailand, the Government
has encouraged production and export of halal products and foods to Muslim consumers
around the world. The large Muslim population worldwide consumes halal products and foods,
with a total value of around 100 billion US dollars per year. This is considered a very high market
value. There is, however, still potential for Thailand to export more halal food products,
considering its strengths in the agricultural sector. This sector has the potential to supply such

market, and it can have a greater share of the world food market than at present.

16. One method that should be useful in helping Thailand to obtain a greater market share in
the halal food market is to cooperate with neighboring Muslim nations of Malaysia, Indonesia,
and Brunei Darussalam. At the same time, Thailand must gain international confidence on

production standards for various halal goods and products.

17. Indeed, Thailand is ready to open a wider door for increased trade with Muslim nations,
which will benefit every sector in Thailand. Thailand also has organisations that can provide
support in terms of knowledge and technology, such as the Halal Science Center at
Chulalongkorn University. Various Thai businesses are prepared for investment from Muslims

countries, including hospital and health care businesses, the finance sector, and the food



industry. We also have organisations to facilitate such investments, such as the Islamic Bank of

Thailand.

People-to-people exchange

18. In addition to economic and trade issues, Thailand also values social and cultural
cooperation with the Muslim world. The goal is to foster deep understanding by means of
cultural exchanges and various projects on people-to-people diplomacy, including the
promotion of cooperation in terms of education, expansion of interactions and networking,

exchanges in terms of mass media, and other activities.

19. So based on a foundation of long-standing amicable relations and increasing
cooperation, Thailand and the Muslim world should further develop their relationship to the level
of establishing a “partnership” that will lead to planning and implementing efficient and

sustainable cooperation in the future.

20. In closing, | would underline that there are clearly many areas of complementarities
between Thailand and our Muslim friends across the globe. There are numerous opportunities
for us to work together. Let us start now, by building this partnership together, and let us bring

forward mutual benefits and prosperity for our peoples. Thank you and Sawasdee Krub.



The Thai Muslims and Participation in the Democratic Process Since 1932

Dr. IMTIYAZ YUSUF

Graduate School of Philosophy and Religion
Assumption University

Bangkok, Thailand

Abstract

Thailand is a country where Buddhist political culture forms and shapes all activities in the
country. This is reflected in the functioning of the Thai polity where the administrative structure
functions in a secular pattern while the ideological dimension of the state is rooted in a
religious/Buddhist political culture. Non-Buddhist minorities in Thailand such as Muslims and
others are allowed free space to practice, express and make religious demands in the political arena
of the country. The semi-secular and semi-democratic model of Thai political system has allowed
the Thai Muslim minority to define, shape and build their own communal development within Thai
polity. Hence, the social-political relations between the Thai Muslims and Thai Buddhists is that of
mutual religious coexistence. The Thai Muslim community is a varied one. Broadly, there are two
types of Muslims in Thailand: the Thai-speaking integrated Muslims found in the upper South,
Central, North and northeastern parts of Thailand and the unintegrated Malay-speaking Muslims of
the deep southern provinces of Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat. Yet they all have engaged in the
democratization process of Thailand since its becoming a constitutional monarchy since 1932. This
paper looks into how the Thai Muslim minority had engaged in Thai democracy from the point of
view of their religious identity in a Buddhist majority country.

Introduction

Thailand is a country where Buddhist political culture forms and shapes all activities in the
country. This religious base of Thai political culture allows free space for religious groups in the
country to practice, express and make religious demands in the political arena of the country. This
is evident from the religious dimension of political activities that take place in the country. In the
context of such political framework, Thai state allows for and also respects politico-religious
activities engaged in by its citizens conducting within the framework of Thai constitution. This is
reflected in the functioning of the Thai polity where the administrative structure functions in a
secular pattern while the ideological dimension of the state or the polity is rooted in a
religious/Buddhist political culture.

The Thai political system has been described as a constitutional monarchy in the form of a
‘secularized Buddhist polity’ with a “stable semi-democratic’ political system.* Thailand follows
the communitarian democracy model, ‘a ... process ... characterized by stability, peace and order,
the upholding of shared moral and cultural values, and the priority of communitarian interests.’?
This model has allowed the Thai Muslim minority to define their own communal development.
The use of the term minority here is defined as, “a group that is numerically smaller in relation to
the rest of the population, it is non-dominant to the extent that its values are either inadequate or
not represented in the public sphere or in the constitution of societal norms, it has characteristics
which differ from the majority group and more importantly, it wishes to preserve these

characteristics.” 3 Meanwhile, the social-political relations between the Thai Muslims and Thai
Buddhists is that of mutually religious.

Thailand has successfully managed to produce a national Thai identity based on
commonality of language, socio-cultural tolerance and assimilation with a growing economy. Yet
underneath this public face lies a variety of religio-cultural identities positioned along ethnic lines.



The Thai Muslim community is a varied one . Broadly, there are two types of Muslims in
Thailand: the Thai-speaking integrated Muslims found in the upper South, Central, North and
northeastern parts of Thailand and the unintegrated Malay-speaking Muslims of the deep southern
provinces of Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat. Hence there are an integrationist/pluralist and a
separatist tendencies in Thai Muslim community. Both of these groups interpret Islam differently,
with the former seeing itself as part of a Buddhist multi-religious country where Islam is the
religion of a minority community; the latter views Islam as secondary to a larger ethno-linguistic
identity in a part of the country which was incorporated into Thailand.

This paper looks into how the Thai Muslim minority had engaged in Thai democracy from
the point of view of their religious identity in Buddhist majority country. This paper finds that the
Thai Muslims have engaged fully in the Thai political space making use of and benefiting from
Thai democratic political space to express their demands and engaging as equal citizens of the
country. And this has enabled them to maintain their religious identity and cultural rights within a
democratic framework.

Methodology

This research is conducted within the perspective of studying religion combined with
political science. The objective is to understand Thai Muslim participation in the Thai democratic
political process since 1932, when Thailand became a constitutional monarchy.

It is a study of Thai election history in relation to the case of Thai Muslims. It tell us about
the factors that affect Thai Muslim political preferences at the ballot box and how they change.

The methodology used in the paper benefits from the works V. O. Key Jr such as The
Responsible Electorate* which stresses that voters vote according to their political reason for
issues they hold important and thus they elect candidates who they believe can deliver them. The
Thai Muslim election behavior as shown in this article operates along these lines.

The analysis of the data presented in this paper is also based on two others works on Thai
political worldview and electoral behavior. Firstly, that of the Thai historian Nidhi Eoseewong has
concluded that the political worldview of the Thai populace at the national operates along, “Thai
Cultural Constitution” centered around the concepts of monarchy, Buddhism, power and
opposition, military, members of parliament and law which shapes cultural constitution which
cannot be destroyed or amended easily’ And secondly, Andrew Walker’s concept of “rural
constitution” as presented in his study of electoral politics and electoral behavior in a northern
Thai village.® Walker holds that rural constitution made up of local values and logic influence
electoral behavior of the rural populace. In light of above two studies, this article contends that
“ethnoreligious constitution” of Malay Muslim identity shapes and influences electoral behavior
pattern in deep southern Thailand. As a sub-political culture in Thailand the ethnoreligious
constitution of the Malay Muslims is centered around the concepts and institutions of Malay
ethnic identity, Jawi language, the pondok — religious educational institution and the religion of
Islam. The Thai state’s political understanding and accommodation of the role of these concepts
and institutions or encroachment upon them has shaped the electoral behavior of the Malay
Muslim populations in the deep southern Muslim majority provinces. As expressed through their
choice of the politician or political party best represents them at the national level.

While in the case of Thai Muslim politicians elected to represent multireligious
constituencies in the rest of the country, their election is the result of the shapes of urban or rural
constitutions of their constituencies.

Background

As per the new 2007 constitution, Thailand’s National Assembly or Ratha Sapha is made
of two chambers viz., the Saphaputhan Ratsadon - House of Representatives it has 500 members,



400 of which are elected from single member constituencies and 100 by proportional
representation. They are elected for a four year term. The upper house, Wuthisapha — the Senate
has 150 members, 76 are elected, one from each province and 74 senators are appointed by a
selection panel.

Since the 23 December 2007 general election, Thailand has witnessed the rise and fall of
two governments. Those of Samak Sundaravej (January 29, 2008 — September 9, 2008) and
Somchai Wongsawat (September 18, 2008 — December 2, 2008) led by the Palang Pracha Chon —
People’s Power Party (PPP) which won with a majority of 233 seats out of total parliamentary
seats of 400. Samak government was removed from office on 9 September 2008 by the
Constitutional Court of Thailand upon complaints lodged by the Senators and the Election
Commission of Thailand. He was succeeded by Somchai Wongswat. Somchai lost his office on
2nd December 2008 after the Constitutional Court dissolved the ruling PPP along with three other
parties of the government coalition In face the political vacuum, the then opposition Democratic
Party was able to form a new government on 6 December 2008 when a political faction formerly
aligned to PPP crossed over to support Democrat bid for government. Present Thai government is
led by Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva of the Democrat party elected on 15 December 2008. The
former members of the PPP party have now regrouped under the Puea Thai Party — For Thai Party
(FTP) and are now in the opposition.”’

Before the 2007 election, Thailand was ruled by an interim government led by Prime
Minister Sarayud Chulanont. The interim government was installed by the Council for National
Security (CNS) led by General Sonthi Boonyaratkalin who led a military coup against the elected
Thaksin Shinawatra government in September 2006. The coup leaders cited the following reasons
for staging the coup, viz., corruption, national disunity in light of unrest in the south, nepotism,
abuse of power and insults made to the monarchy.

Since becoming a constitutional monarchy in 1932 until now, Thailand has held twenty
three general elections but only those of 1946, 1975, 1976, 1992 and 2007, were held in a
democratic atmosphere marking major change in the style of government. Elections in other years
were mainly instruments to legitimize military led governments® In recent history, the 1992
election and the 1997 drafting of what was known as the “People’s Constitution” were seen as
marking Thailand’s entry into full democratic phase, but it was not to be so in view of the pulls
between different centers of power. It has been remarked that since 1992 Thailand has embarked
upon “a political system in which the military and bureaucratic forces largely determine the role as
well as the mode of participation of the non-bureaucratic forces.” It is a system in which the
Parliament “is only now becoming a new source of power, struggling to institutionalize its
legitimacy.”*® But this process of establishing the legitimacy of the Parliament has been disrupted
many times in the past history due to military coups and more recently in September 2006 when
the military overthrew the democratically elected Thaksin government and abrogated the 1997
constitution.

Thai Model of Democracy

The Thai model of democracy in spite of its political language is unlike the Western-style
bourgeois liberal democracy. It has been described as a local model of democracy invented by rice
eating Thais.**

The election of Thaksin Shinawatra led Thai Rak Thai party to power in 2001 which ruled
till 2006, there was a rapid change and transformation of the Thai political model. Thaksin
introduced swift changes that affected economy, public health, education, energy, social order,
drug suppression and international relations. His three most popular policies were low interest loan
to the farmers in the rural areas, mega development projects and 30 Baht cheap universal
healthcare.

Thaksin style of CEO type led government led him to engage in authoritarian political
practice. This change in the Thai model of democracy led it be termed as “Democratic
Authoritarianism.”*?



Similar type of epithet of *“Authoritarian Democracy” was employed by Prof. Chaiwat
Satha-Anand to describe Thaksin regime’s use of force in dealing with the reemergence of
southern Thailand insurgency in 2004. According to Chaiwat, democracies are affected by rise of
violence and in their need to maintain security they tend to be come authoritarian. Authoritarian
democracy is marked by features of absence of political solutions, sacrificing of the rights of
ordinary citizens, punishing and silencing of civil society groups. Thailand assumed this model of
democracy during the Thaksin era in relation to both politics at the center of power and also in
relation to the insurgency in the South. It turned barbaric.

In the past, a military dictatorship which unleashes its force on unarmed
demonstrators have easily lost the legitimacy. But it is more complicated when that
violence against citizens is unleashed by a properly elected government with
popular mandate to continue to fight drug wars, global terrorism, or separatist
movements. In this sense, authoritarian democracy is an attempt to serve as an
expression for the present condition of democracy as it really is in all its

. . 1
complexities when touched by the curse of violence. 3

Thai Muslims in Thai Democracy and the Present Face of Thai Muslim Political
Participation

In terms of religious demography, Thailand is majority Buddhist with Islam as a major
minority religion. Thailand is also currently facing separatist violence in its deep southern ethnic
Malay-Muslim provinces.

In a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country with a total population of 65 million people,**
the Thai Muslim population is about 5-7 million, making approximately 7.5% of the population.®
The mono-ethnic Malay Muslims of the deep South constitute about 44% of the total Thai Muslim
population.® The Thai Muslims residing in the rest of the country are multi-ethnic. The spread of
Thai Muslims all over the country represents the variety within Thai Islam which is internally
divided along ethnic lines and also, more recently, along sectarian lines following the arrival of
Islamic puritanical trends from South Asia, the Middle East and other countries of the region.
Recently, a Thai Shia Muslim community has also emerged.

Since the adoption of the model of constitutional monarchy in 1932, the Thai political
system has undergone major shifts, advances, and setbacks along the democratic path.” Yet, Thai
Muslims have engaged in this democratic process since 1932. It is interesting to note here, that in
spite of the presence of a Malay-Muslim based ethno-religious insurgency movement in the South.
This is unlike other similar situations in the world where separatism means boycotting of the
national political process.

Thai Muslims are of the view that democracy, more than secularism, is the best guarantee
for equality in a multi-ethnic and multi-linguistic state such as Thailand. For while there maybe
disagreement on the meaning of secularism, this should not affect the concept of democratic
equality - democratic equality means provision for political and economic equality.’® The term
democracy is not used here in the sense of mode of governance but in the sense of giving equal
“status to the person, howsoever ordinary he or she maybe, as someone who matters in the
decision-making process. More importantly, it gives this status to all individuals.”*°

Insistence on constitutional guarantees and demand for democratic equality protects Thai
Muslim community from what J. S. Mill termed as, “tyranny of the majority”®® or from
majoritarianism thereby making political integration possible.

Thai Muslims participation in the democratic process is directed towards achieving the
objective to attain, maintain and strengthen their religious and cultural rights, for freedom to
practice and maintain cultural rights is intrinsic to democracy. And this has been instituted in
Thailand through institutionalization of the right to resort to personal Islamic law in the five
southern provinces of Songkla, Satun, Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat.

Over the decades, the Thai government has also adjusted its policies to the religio-cultural



demands of the Muslim community, for example, Muslim women are allowed to wear the hijab, or
Muslim headscarf, in pictures for official documents such as identity cards and passports, at
official places of work, etc. The government has also facilitated travel arrangements for the Thai
pilgrims to the annual Hajj in Saudi Arabia, granted official holidays in the south for the
celebration of religious festivals such as the ‘Id al-Fitr and ‘Id al-Adha. The state has supported
the organization of annual official Mawlid celebration (i.e. the birthday of the Prophet) and grants
halal certification to products from Thai food industries. Furthermore, the government has
installed and recognizes the office of the Chularajmontri - Shaikh al-Islam as the official head of
the Thai Muslim community, including the Central Islamic Committee of Thailand and the
Provincial Councils of Islamic Affairs, which manage Muslim affairs at the national and provincial
levels as an evidence of the institutionalization of group rights.

The political engagement and expressions by Thai Muslims from all over the country,
especially in relation to their religious, cultural, and group concerns both at the national and
international levels, have been expanding over the decades. Amidst all the political developments,
pro-democracy Thai Muslims have acquired their own political space which has over the years
allowed them to express their cultural and religious concerns on the Thai political stage. The Thai
Muslim minority participated in the national political process both during the country’s democratic
and non-democratic eras. This engagement has earned Thai Muslims recognition within the
political system. Thai Muslim politicians have represented different political parties in the various
parliamentary elections. Thai Muslim integration into the political system is reflected through the
number of Muslims politicians who have contested and won elections for local provincial and
national Parliamentary seats not only in the South but also in mixed constituencies across the
country in provinces such as Yasothon, Ubon Racthani and Surin in the northeastern majority
Buddhist part of the country.

Majority of Thai Muslims see no contradiction between their religious affiliation with
Islam and their status as Thai citizens. In fact, many are proud of it and feel free to identify with
their national status. They view the role of being a good citizen as being compatible with the social
teachings of Islam. Thai Muslims have also enthusiastically joined the 2006-2007 celebrations
honoring King Bhumibhol’s 60" year of ascension to the Thai throne and also his 80™ birthday
celebrations on 5 December 2007.

Being a religious minority, Thai Muslims have initiated several activities relating to the
maintenance and promotion of Muslim religious and cultural activities. However, in the deep
South there are demands for the recognition of ethnic, linguistic and cultural identity of southern
Muslims and addressing of their political complaints with a sense of justice.

Thai Muslim Ministers Since the Emergence of the Constitutional Monarchy Era in 1932

Thai Muslim politicians have participated in the Thai democratic elections since the
inception of the era of constitutional monarchy in 1932.

Few Thai Muslims were also members of the part of the Khana Ratsadon — People’s Party
led by Pridi Phanomyong (1900-1983) which was responsible for turning Thailand into
constitutional monarchy and also in the then underground Seri Thai or the Free Thai Movement
which resisted Japanese occupation during World War Il. The Muslim participants in these two
movements included Chaem Phromyong, (1910-1989) and Mr. Banchong Sicharun, two prominent
Thai Muslim politicians from Bangkok, who were close associates of Pridi Phanomyong who
later on became Prime Minister in 1946. Pridi appointed Chaem Phromyong as the first
Chularajmontri under the Islamic Patronage Act of 1945. The main function of the Chularajmontri
was to help resolve tensions in the deep South by assisting in the integration process of the
southern Malay Muslim provinces into Thai nation. Chaem Phromyong held the office of the
Chularajmontri for two years (1945-47) and fled with Pridi to China when Pridi’s government was
overthrown through the military coup led by Phibun Songkram (1948-1957).



The first Thai Muslim to be appointed to the Thai cabinet since the establishment of era of
constitutional monarchy was Phya Samantharathaburin also know as Tui Samantharath or Bin
Abdullah (1871 - 1963) from Satun province in southern Thailand. He was appointed as a cabinet
minister twice by Prime Minister Phya Phahonpayuhasena during the fifth and seventh Assembly
terms between 1933 —1934 and 1937 respectively.

Another prominent Muslim to be appointed to the cabinet was Che Abdullah Langputeh
(1898 — 1986) also from Satun province. He became member of the Thai parliament for five terms
between 1943 up to 1973. He was appointed as a minister three times first as a minister in the
cabinet of Prime Minister Phibun Songkram between 1948-1949 and as Deputy Minister of Public
Health in the cabinet of Prime Minister Pote Sarasin in 1957. And again in the same position
during the era of Prime Minister Thanom Kittikachorn in 1958.

Che Abdullah stood up for the defense of the cultural rights of the Malay Muslims and
prevented the implementation of harsh government policies from being implemented in Satun. He
also served as member of the Central Islamic Committee from 1947 onwards. He is remembered
for wearing the songkok (Malay hat) in the Parliament and taking time from the Cabinet meetings
for performing prescribed Islamic prayers.

Che Abdullah was a pragmatic politician who believed in working for the preservation of
the cultural rights of the southern Malay Muslims in the areas of language, personal religious law
and religion from within the system. He advised the Thai government to be sensitive to the cultural
diversity in the country if it wanted to sincerely solve the problem of southern insurgency. He also
called for the recognition of Jawi dialect of Malay spoken in southern Thailand as an additional
national language.

The Democrat Party which is the oldest existing political party founded since 1945 also had
prominent Muslim politicians such as Lek Nana, a Thai businessman from Bangkok who had
served as Deputy Foreign Minister in the Government of Seni Pramoj (1975-1976), and as
Minister of Science and Technology in 1985 during the term of the Prem Tinsulanonda
Government (1980-1988). Lek Nana had also served as Secretary of the Democrat Party during the
party leadership of Bhichai Rattakul.

Another member of the Democrat Party Mr. Siddig Shareef was appointed as the Deputy
Minister of Education during the reign the earlier mentioned Prime Minister Seni Pramoj for one
year in 1976.

The most famous and internationally renowned Thai Muslim politician also from the
Democrat Party is Dr. Surin Pitsuwan (1949 - ) a person of Malay descent from Nakorn Si
Thammarat. He was first elected as Member of Parliament in 1986. He served as the Deputy
Foreign Minister between 1992-1995 and was Minister of Foreign Affairs between 1997-2001.
Dr. Surin is now Secretary General of the regional organization of Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) for a period of five years since 1% January 2008.

Mr. Den Tohmeena (1934 — ) of Pattani province and the son of the famous Pattani
scholar Haji Sulong who disappeared in 1954 has been elected to the Parliament seven times since
1976 and once as a senator. He is Den Tohmeena served as the Deputy Minister of Public Health
in the cabinet of Prime Minister Chatichai Choonhavan in 1990 — 1991 and as Deputy Minister of
Interior between 1992-1995 in the cabinet of Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai. Mr. Den Tohmeena
and Mr. Wan Muhammad Nor Matta both from the southern provinces of Pattani and Yala
respectively along with other southern Malay Muslim politicians founded the Wadah political
faction in 1988. (More about it below)

In 1996, Mr. Wan Muhammad Nor Matta was elected first as the Speaker of the
Parliament and also as the President of the Nation Assembly. He also served in the positions of
the Minister of Transport, Minister of Interior, and Deputy Prime Minister in the cabinet of Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra between 2001-2005. And as Minister of Agriculture and
Cooperatives in the again in the Thaksin government between 2005-2006.

Another Muslim bureaucrat cum politician from Bangkok, Mr. Aree Wongaraya was
appointed as the Deputy Minister of Education in the 2005-2006 Thaksin cabinet. Subsequently,



in the interim government led by General Surayud Chulalanont set up after the military coup of
2006, Mr. Wongaraya was appointed as the Minister of Interior.

Thai Muslim Political Parties and Political Faction

Since the emergence of the democratic era in 1932 in Thailand, Thai Muslims have also
established political parties with agenda to address Muslim affairs. The first Thai Muslim political
party was called “Thai Muslim” founded in 1957 by Haji Prayot Kasuwan it lasted for one year
only.

Next came the Naew Santi founded by Banchong Sicharun in 1973, it too lasted for a year.
The third Thai Muslim political party was Santipharp established in 1998 by Amnuay
Suwankitborihan, it died in 1999.

And more recently, in the aftermath of the resurgence of southern insurgency a fourth
Muslim political party called Santipharp Thai or Thai Peace Party was formed in 2006 and it
contested the 2007 elections as partner of a bigger party. (More about this below)

The early three parties, unable to win enough votes to carry on eventually died their own
deaths. This has led majority of Thai Muslim to opine that the best way they can engage in politics
is through aligning with major political parties.

The political engagement of Thai Muslims has also undergone transformation since the
rekindling of the democratic process in 1992. In 1988, the Malay speaking politicians from the
South formed the Wahdah political faction whose priority is to address developmental problems
facing the Malay speaking Muslim community. It has been described as an ethnic movement
seeking to realize the interests of the Thai Muslims from within the political system.** The
Wahdah sees itself as an independent political group ready to support any political party that
promises to pay special attention to developmental issues and problems facing Thai Muslims.
Since its inception, it aligned itself with the New Aspiration Party (NAP) in 1990.

The Wadah faction is made up of Malay Muslim politicians from the three deep southern
provinces of Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat. Wadah represents the political interests of the southern
Muslims on the Thai political stage, in the past it is has been aligned to the NAP of General
Chavalit Yongchaiyut, the TRT party of Thaksin Shinawatra and is currently aligned with the
ruling Palang Prachachon party. The Malay-speaking members representing the Wahdah obtained
Cabinet posts following the elections of 1992, 1995, 1997 and 2001 in the governments led by the
NAP and TRT parties.

Following the re-emergence of southern insurgency in 2004 during the period when
Wahdah was aligned with the ruling TRT, Wahdah leaders were assigned by TRT the
responsibility to politically manage the aftermath of the bloody incidents of Krue Se mosque of 28
April 2004 and Takbai deaths of 25" October 2004 when the Thaksin regime resorted to the use of
force in the southern crisis. Wahdah’s public silence about the two incidents led to its loosing of
the trust of the southern Malay Muslims. As a result all the Wahdah politicians lost all their
parliamentary seats in the 2005 elections. They were all won by Muslim politicians from the
Democrat Party.

Thai Muslims and the Elections of 23" December 2007

Thai political science professor turned politician Anek Laothamatas has commented that
there are two tales of democracy in Thailand, one, portrayed by the rural voters and other by the
urban middle class. For the rural folk, democracy is a means to draw the attention of the politicians
to themselves and rural matters. Hence, the rural voting pattern is not steered by political
ideology, policy issues or national interests. They also place great importance to the politicians
who visit them often, address their grievances and bring economically benefiting projects to their
areas.

While the voting pattern in the urban centers where is there is the concentration of the



middle class is guided by voting for candidates who are not corrupt, represent a political ideology
of a party and stand up for issues and policies. Hence, the Thai vote bank is divided between those
who support interests and those who support principles and policies.?

This above observation is true in terms of general nation wide voting pattern in Thailand
where the rural vote makes up about 70% of the total. But his observation that voting in Thailand
is no more guided by “ethnic or confessional allegiances™® is not true when it comes to the voting
pattern especially among the deep southern Malay Muslims. In their case, ethnicity, religious
identity and representation of the Malay Muslim interests has a priority as seen from the recent
2001, 2005 and 2007 elections.

In 2001, elections the Malay Muslims of the South favored the members of the Wadah
faction which was aligned with the ruling TRT party but in wake of southern insurgency since
2004, the implementation of the martial law, the return of violence and death in which the central
government opted for the use of force in dealing with the southern unrest especially in the Krue Se
mosque and the Takbai incidents resulting in the many deaths led to total withdrawal of local
Malay Muslim electoral support for the ethnically Malay Muslim politicians of the Wadah
faction which was aligned with the then ruling government. All the Wadah politicians both
incumbent and others failed to get elected in the 2005 election. For they were seen as supporters of
the use of force policy of the incumbent Thaksin government

Thai Muslim politicians contested 2007 elections as members of major political parties
such as the Democrat Party, Palang Prachachon, Chart Thai, Puea Pandin and Ruam Jai Thai
Chart Pattana. The Palang Prachachon, Puea Pandin and Ruam Jai Thai Chart Pattana have
emerged from the banned Thai Rak Thai party.

In face of the ongoing southern insurgency, the election atmosphere in the Malay Muslim
dominated South was dismal.?* Yet, elections took place.

The Democrat Party, a popular party in the South was represented by several Thai Muslim
politicians in the upper and deep South constituencies. And it was expected to do well in the
Muslim South.

Members of the Wahdah faction were led by Den Tohmeena after the banning of its former
leader Wan Mohammad Nor Matta through constitutional court decision against TRT party in
2007. After the announcement of 2007 elections, the Wahdah faction initially joined the
Matchimathipataya party and then defected to Palang Prachachon party. Den Tohmeena contested
in the Pattani constituency against a younger Democrat candidate Anwar Salae.”® And it was a
tight contest.

The Democrat Party which had won ten of the eleven contested seats in the deep South in
the last 2005 election was faceed challenge from new faces and new parties in the South. This time
around it also faced a hard contest in spite of its long time voter base in the region.?®

Puea Pandin party had cast a former Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) suspect Waehmadi Waedaoh as
its candidate in the insurgency beset province of Narathiwat.?” It was a strong contest for the new
Puea Pandin party which sees itself as representing the middle ground between the Democrat and
Palang Prachachon parties.

The Chart Thai party of Banharn Silpa-archa which had won one seat in Narathiwat in the
2005 election contested for two seats in 2007.2

The Thai Muslim dominated Santipharp Thai or Thai Peace Party formed in 2006 and led
by Pichet Sathirachawal, a former TRT member had joined the Ruam Jai Thai Chat Pattana party.
It fielded 47 candidates in the upper and deep South. In its campaign it lays stress on “putting
religious principles before politics” i.e. on religious identity of being Muslim in Thailand.? Most
of its candidates were local religious leaders or ustaz; it hoped that by employing this strategy it
would be able to compete with the Democrat party candidates.

While the Matchimathipataya party fielded twelve candidates in the deep South and
expected to win five seats.*

Meanwhile, all the political parties contesting in the deep South had also drawn up their
agendas about how to resolve the southern crisis in their election manifestos.



The Political Parties Agenda for the South

The Democrat Party’s agenda for southern Thailand lay stress on the prioritization of
delivering justice to the victims of the unrest, facilitate integration among state agencies
functioning in the South. It also promised to promote the export of the Halal food to global
market, construction of deep sea ports, offering support for Islamic schools and promotion of
harmonious coexistence.

The Palang Prachachon party had advanced “Peaceful South” policy to bring peace to the
deep South. It talked of the promotion of the Halal food production center, streamlining
educational curriculum by making it relevant to local customs and tradition, making jobs available
for the youth so that they will not be attracted to politico-ethnoreligious radicalism. It also
promised the setting up of institutes of higher education whose curriculum would be modeled
along the lines of Egyptian religious educational institutions and reform the ponoh curriculum so
that its graduates can earn a living. Palang Prachachon also talked of setting up self governing
zone making it possible for the locals to manage their own activities; this would help reduce appeal
to separatism, creation of justice for all. It also held that the troops will be called to assist in
suppressing insurgency.

The Puea Paendin party in its policy concerning the South believed that the locals should
solve local problems. The party mentioned in its manifesto that through its local candidates the
party had already initiated 34 projects to improve the local economy. It also promised to set up one
stop Hajj service and Hajj terminal airport in the South. If elected, it would set up hospitals in
every sub-district and also community councils which will enable local people to participate in
decision making concern projects which affect their lives. The party also heldd that the military
and police will be called to assist in dealing with terrorism.

The Chart Thai party promised to set up “One Stop Government for Southern Border
Provinces” comprising representatives of independent organizations, local officials and academics.
It would set up “Emergency Appellant System” to handle grievances and make it possible to
directly approach the Prime Minister. The party would assist in the preservation of local identity,
culture and tradition and support Islamic schools; and make arrangements with international
Muslim organizations for finding jobs for the local people in different Muslim countries.

The Ruam Jai Thai Chart Pattana party along with its Muslim dominated Santipharp Thai
faction promised to restore justice, contain violence and win the hearts and minds of the locals.
This would be done by putting up the issue of the southern unrest as a national agenda. It will also
modify educational system to fit the lifestyle and culture of the locals and boost local economy.

The Matchimathipataya party promised to stop the spread of insurgency through improving
economic environment and the educational system.**

2007 Election Results In Deep South

A total of 26 Thai Muslim politicians from all around the country became members of the
new 2007 parliament. 16 of them won seats in mixed religious constituencies in the upper South,
Central and Northeastern parts of the country while 10 of them won seats in the Muslim majority
deep South.

The election scenario in the deep South showed that unlike in the past when election was a
contested between two main parties, this time around six parties contested for the 11 parliamentary
seats. Hence, the vote was divided widely among the election candidates and no single party took
all the seats.

Southern voters mostly cast their votes from the context of who is for them and who is
against them. And they showed that they do not have a short memory about the bloody Krue-Se
and Takbai incidents which are now deeply etched deeply in the Malay mind. This posed a tough
challenge for the Palang Prachachon/Wahdah coalition.



The southern favorite Democrat party while still popular had a tough challenge from
newcomer like Puea Paendin party. The results showed that the southern Muslims still trusted the
Democrats and once again gave it an opportunity to solve the southern crisis.

In the final election results from the three deep southern provinces, Mr. Anwar Salae and
Mr. Ismail Benibrohim both from the Democrat party won the two seats in Pattani region number
1. Mr. Den Tohmeena of the Palang Prachachon party was defeated, he came in fourth. The two
parliamentary seats for Pattani region number 2 were won by Mr. Nimuktar Waba and Mr.
Yusreee Susaro of the Puea Paendin party.

In Yala province, where there are 3 parliamentary seats, two were won by Democrats viz.,
Mr. Prasert Pongsuwansiri who is a Buddhist came first followed by fellow Democrat Mr.
Abdulkarim Dengrakina, the last seat went to Mr. Sukano Mata of Palang Prachachon party.

In Narathiwat region 1 where there are 3 seats, they went to Mr. Wahmahdi Wadedao of
Puea Paendin party, Mr. Watchara Yawohasan of the Chart Thai party and Mr. Jeh-aming
Totayong of Democrat party. While in Narathiwat region 2 where two seats were contested, Mr.
Kuheng Yowahasan of the Chart Thai party won one and the second seat went to Mr. Najmuddin
Uma of the Palang Prachachon party.

The Ruam Jai Thai Chart Pattana/Santipharp Thai coalition which ran on the religious
banner of Muslims failed to win any seat.

In the final tally, Democrats won 5 seats, Puea Paendin won 3, Palang Prachachon 2 and
Chart Thai also 2 seats.

The results tell that Democrat party is still the favourite in the deep South, the new Puea
Paendin was able to make inroads, while the pro-Thaksin Palang Prachachon is not as popular.
All the prominent members of the Wadah faction who contested, all of them lost to win single seat
and instead two new Wadah members got elected. And it is interesting to note that Chart Thai
party which is basically a party from the central part of the country was able to hold on and once
again win local support. The reason for such a mixed up result may also be due to the possibility
that voters in the deep South may have voted on the basis of personalities rather than party
ideologies.

Latest developments

Thai Muslims have benefitted from the democratization process of Thailand especially
since the strengthening of democracy since 1992 and the establishment of the 1997 constitution.
They participated very actively in the country wide seminars held during the drafting process of
the most democratic constitution of Thailand getting access to sources of power, better treatment,
more public services and more attention.

The emergence of political crisis in Thailand since the Thaksin era has also affected Thai
Muslim participant in the processes. They are as divided into the yellow and red shirts groups or
mixed as other Thai citizens. In choosing these affiliations they are influenced by their concerns as
a largest minority religious community and the effects of the changing character of Thai polity.
Class lines also matter.

Generally speaking, the Thai Muslims of Bangkok are divided as follows, those residing
the outskirt Muslim populated areas such as Nong Chok and Chachangsao are red, central
Bangkok areas of Klongtan, Bangkapi, Ramkhamheng is mixed while Payathai is Yellow and pro-
Democrat party. In other parts of the country, Chiangmai Muslims are mixed, those in province
Ayutthaya are red while those in the upper South are pro-Democrat party neither red nor yellow.
While those in the deep South since the 2007 elections are mostly aligned along party lines neither
pro-red nor pro-yellow. These political alignments within the Thai Muslim community highlights
their role as active and politically conscious participants in the political process in the widening
political space and challenging of the political structure. They too are right in the middle of the
political scene.

In view of the recent constantly changing face of the political scene in Thailand, the



Wadah faction formerly aligned with TRT has now joined the newly formed Matubhum party led
by General Sonthi Boonyaratglin, the Muslim general who made coup against Thaksin. Gen.
Sonthi has often expressed his concern about the situation in the deep South and is willing to
engage in its resolution within the framework of Thai constitution.

Conclusion

This paper finds that the majority of Thai Muslims see no contradiction between their
Muslim identity and status as Thai citizens.

Thai Muslims have been a part of the growth of the democratic process in Thailand since
1932. Instead of boycotting democratic process on the basis of religious ground as done by some
Islamic political movements in some Muslim majority and minority Muslim countries, Thai
Muslims have taken a pragmatic view about political participation. In their view engaging in
democratic process is a way of securing their cultural and religious rights. Hence, majority of them
are integrated citizens of Thailand, while some southerners still remain un-integrated.

Thai democracy has offered Thai Muslims an opportunity to exercise and participate in the
process of democratic equality. For democracy offers equal treatment of religious groups. It allows
individuals and communities to exist with their cultures enabling them to realize the fullness of
their being and not being denied the freedom to practice their religion and culture. And it is a fact
that Thai Muslims cherish the religious freedom they enjoy in Thai democracy which may not be
available even in some Muslim majority countries.
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Economic History

AYUTTHAYA
B.C. 1407

= Copper, Precious Stones
= Fabrics

m Saffron, Rose Water




Muslim Work for the Palace

m Defense
B General Administration

m Finance & Warehouse

Economic Power
of
Muslim World




BOSNIA &
HERZECOVINA SERBIA

THE WORLD OF ISLAM

DISTRIBUTION OF WORLD POPULATION

* MAURIMIUS

Muslim percentage
of state population

86-100

B s
B -5
16-35
D 5-15

1| Afghanistan 16 | Gabon 30 | Malaysia 44 | Sierra Leone

2 | Albania 17 | Gambia 31 | Maldives 45 | Somalia

3 | Algeria 18 | Guinea 32 | Mali 46 | Sudan

4 | Azerbaijan 19 | Guinea-Bissau 33 | Mauritania 47 | Suriname

5| Bahrain 20 | Guyana 34 | Morocco 48 | Syria

6 | Bangladesh 21 | Indonesia 35 | Mozambique 49 | Tajikistan

7 | Benin 22 | Iran 36 | Niger 50 | Togo

8 | Brunei 23 | Iraq 37 | Nigeria 51 | Tunisia

9 | Burkina Faso | 24 | Jordan 38 | Oman 52 | Turkey
10 | Cameroon 25 | Kazakhstan 39 | Pakistan 53 | Turkmenistan
11 | Chad 26 | Kuwait 40 | Palestinian Authority 54 | Uganda
12 | Comoros 27 | Kyrgyzstan 41 | Qatar 55 | United Arab Emirates
13 | Cote d'lvoire | 28 | Lebanon 42 | Saudi Arabia 56 | Uzbekistan
14 | Djibouti 29 | Libya 43 | Senegal 57 | Yemen
15 | Egypt




World . Muslim
Population Population

6.8 billion 1.57 billion

Source: pewforum.com

As of 2009, the Muslim World accounts for
10.57 % of World’s GDP

Indonesia, Saudi Arabia and Turkey

are members of the

G-20 major economies.

Source: wikipedia.com, IMF




Muslim’s proven OIL reserve is
over 70%

of World’s oil reserve

Muslim’s natural GAS reserve
44%,

of World’s natural gas reserves

Source: The Islamic World and Oil,
http://mozarded18924.blog.ca

As of 2009,
Reserves of Foreign Exchange and Gold

of the Muslim World was

1.4 Trillion US$

(15.32 % of World’s Foreign Reserve)

Sourcd: CIA World Fact Book




Gulf Cooperation Council: GCC

Bahrain .z~ Y Kuwait

Oman

Saudi Arabia
United Arab Emirates

GDP of GCC
more than 430 Billion US$




GCC set up Free Trade Zone in 1983

GCC set up Customs Union in 2003

GCC plans for Monetary Union in 2010

In 2009,

Thai Export to Muslim world = 25.45 billion$
(16.69% of total export)

Major export products are parts of autocar,

automatic data processing matchine, rubber,
refine fuel, sugar and chemical products

Soutrce: Ministry of Commerce, Thailand




In 2009,

Thai Import from Muslim World = 29.94 billion$
(22.40% of total import)

Major import products are crude oil, chemical

and computers, parts and acceories.

Soutrce: Ministry of Commerce, Thailand




ASEAN Economic Community
(AEC)
in 2015




m Islamic Bank of Thailand plans to issue

Islamic bond (sukuk) 5,000 Million Baht
m Halal Food
m Medicare

m Tourism

Trade Opportunities




The visit of Thai PM to Bahrain
30-31 March 2010

Establishment of Thailand Food Security Stockpiles for
GCC region

Distribution Center
Establishment of Joint Business council

Investment in Bahrain to utilize the FTA Bharain-USA

Branches of Thai banks in Bahrain to support constrution

projects by Thai companies

Chicken farm and fish farm in Bahrain
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Halal Science & Technology:
Thailand’s Gift to Muslim World

Assoc Prof Dr Winai Dahlan

Founder Director
The Halal Science Center Chulalongkorn University
E: Bangkok & Pattani, Thailand
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O mankind! Eat of that which is lawful (Halal)
and good (Toyyib) in the earth, and follow not the
footsteps of the devil. Lo! he is an open enemy for
YOU. (Al-Bagara: 168)

pau g duuna nafinun Aadsh vy
[neazla AN Aaudagau Hauuy
(daurnaisizg 168)

o ‘ - a i
Qllﬂ'}"]ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂ'lﬂ_lﬂ -qﬁm-m?mnm-mmﬂm
The Halal Science Center Chulalongkorn University




Facts: Global Halal Food Market

Huge international Halal food market of 183
billion USD in 2009

Halal food exporting giants are among non-
Muslim countries:

» Quality oriented — USA, EU, Canada, ANZ

» Price oriented — Brazil, India, Russia, China

Halal food barons even in Muslim countries ie
Indonesia, Malaysia, are mainly non-Muslims
Kosher products are widely trusted among

Muslims in North America (Kosher:Halal, 86:1 in
2006 U.S. market).
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Exclude pork & alcohol products (Global Trade Atlas)
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Future Competition in Global Halal Market:
Momentum towards CSR Consciousness

» Food products available in
Muslim countries produced
mainly from either non-Muslim
countries: EU, USA, Canada,
ANZ, Brazil, China, India etc or
from non-Muslim entrepreneurs
without scientifically
standardized assurance of
halalness

e S&T should assist Ulama for
protecting Muslim consumers
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HALAL SCIENCE & TECNOLOGY

A branch of science especially food and
medical sciences focusing on halal products
and services including:

— Halal forensic laboratory testing

— Scientific R&D and production of Halal food, non-
food products & services

— R&D in halal medical field
— Scientific based standards & guidelines

— Application of ICT technology in halal trade and
business
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ROLES OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
IN HALAL SUPPLY CHAIN PLANNING & MANAGEMENT

fo

Inspection and certification by

Islamic Organization

Halal
Positive Logistics system Logistics system  Logistics system
list development development development
Quality Production
development system
development HRD
Product
replacement QC J

Produc- DC, Consu-
Lab Lab Monitoring

authentication

authentication
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Complexity of Current Industrial Process
Case of Na-Inositate

T —r———

AudineeanSaae PEnsaLwinede
The Halal Sdence Canter Chulalongkorn University

Case of
L-cysteine
from human hair
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The Halal Science Center

Chulalongkorn University

* Founded as laboratory since 1995

* Area 2,000 sgm equipped with 128
items of state-of-the-art scientific
equipments, ISO/IEC 17025
Certified in 2008

* Rounded-up services providing for

assuring Halalness of products and
services with 1 Business Incubator

* HAL-Q (Halal-GMP/HACCP)
implementation in 127 factories,
108,500 employees

* School for International forensic
laboratory training course
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HSC: FROM YESTERDAY TO TOMORROW

2005-2009 2004
2010
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The Halal Journal Jul-Aug 2006

Thraughout Seutheast Asia, the term “Halal science”
is the new industry buzzword among
Halalindustry players.

LIFESTYLE- TRENDS

Understanding
the Onglns_uf

BEING AT TIIL CLNTRS

HALAL COSMETICS
The Cost of Baauty

G000 IDEA,
Chuster Logintio
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Malaysia’s Philippines’
‘H} Award  |CDP Award
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s = |Integrated Halal S&T
A for Halal Products Integrity

it Experiences of The Halal Science Center CU

Ingredients Process Products Logistics Consumers
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HALAL FORENSIC LABORATORY SERVICES

(ESTABLISHED SINCE 1995 ISO 17025 CERTIFIED)

 Ethyl alcohol

» Animal gelatin/
Marshmellow

» Lard/animal fatty acids
* Hemoglobin/blood

» Animal proteins

» Porcine/canine DNA

« GMO
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ALCOHOL
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Alcohol
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Picric acid/OH-Prol

GELATIN

YOGURT
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Annual Halal Forensic Laboratory Training
for International Scientists at HSC-CU

18-23 AUGUST 2008 28 SEPTEMBER-2 OCTOBER 2009
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Integrated Halal S&T
for Halal Products Integrity

Experiences of The Halal Science Center CU

Ingredients Process Products Logistics Consumers
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HAL-Q Management for Products from
Integrated Halal Manufacturing Process

1. Implementation of
Integrated Halal-GMP/
HACCP in manufac-
turing process

2. Laboratory scanning of
doubtful ingredients/
raw materails

3. Shariah-compliant
cleansing process

4. Fatwa by Ulama for
doubtful (Masbooh)
cases
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CONCEPT OF HAL-Q

Haram Critical
Control Point

Free of
Halal Haram

Hazard

Free of

Physical,
Chemical,
Biological
Hazards

Toyyib

GMP SOP SSOP
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HAL-Q System Implementation in Food Plants
(4-6 months)

3 h training 2 times system
implementing

Certificate 2 times
delivering auditing

2004-2009: 127 factories with 108,500 employees
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HAL-Q TRAINING COURSE IN JORDAN 2009
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Main Issue in Food Factory: Cleansing
Najis (um)

Remove all najis then clean the remained
color, odor and taste with passing clean
water

— General Najis: 3 soaks

— Severe Najis (porcine/
canine): 7 soaks with one
(first soak) of clay
containing water (unclear
appearance with
suspended solid).
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Efficacy Consumers’ Judgement Islamic scholars’
appreciation (Fatwa) acceptance &
appreciation
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k4
Export to Factory Household Scent of Clay
Indonesia & products products serie products

Singapore
gap Spa products
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Publication in International Journal

International Journal of Cosmet. e, 2009, 31, 131-141 é doi: 10.1111/).1468-2494.2008.00484.x

Development of clay liquid detergent for Islamic
cleansing and the stability study

J. Angkatavanich® ¥, W. Dahlan®f, U. Nimmannit{, V. Sriprasert§ and N. Sulongkood*

*The Halal Science Center, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, tFaculty of Allied Health Sciences,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, {Department of Pharmacy. Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences,

Chulalon gkorn University, Bangkok 10330 and §Government Pharmaceutical Organization, Bangkok 10400, Thailand

\ N s/
NEonr

Halal certification issued from CICOT-Thailand, MUI-
Indonesia, MUIS-Singapore and approved for Najis cleansing
by
Fatwa committee of ICOP-Bangkok.
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An Anada Outlet in Bandung, Indonesia
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Integrated Halal S&T
for Halal Products Integrity

Experiences of The Halal Science Center CU

Ingredients Process Products Logistics Consumers
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EDI/XML

ICT System for e-HAL-Q Value Chain ;H-E}S

fe 0 B&
12 o e 1 o o e e e e .
| i @ @ |

Suppliers’ Suppliers Decla- 3PLs: Manufacturer 3PLs: Decla- DCs: Consumers
supplier ration Warehouse, Warehouse, ration Wholesaler,

Transport, Transport, Retailer

(Packaging) Packaging
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HAL-Q INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY
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XML Database Online

Server HSC T,

Islamic
organizations
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XML Database Online

\

Start

Server HGS \

Transfer Data to server
HGS

]
]
]
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technicians

HOST NETWORK @ WHASIS 2010

HAL-Q Open Source Technology Network at World of Halal Science, Industry & Business

ADempiere

Soft ware HRD

Logistics Accreditation
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HALAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY NETWORK

2010
HOST Network
Logistics

@

2009
Global Lab
Network

2005
IMT-GT Lab
Network
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MISSIONS OF THE HALAL SCIEN

CHULALONGKORN UNIVE R_SITY

Country’s Image
Halal Science-Thailand Signature

e T
Quality of Life
e =

Halal Industry & Business
development

Human Resource Development

Curriculul raining

Halal S&T
Education
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Halal Science & Technology Transfer as

Goodwill AMBASSADOR

for Development of Academic and
Scientific Collaborations between
Thailand and Muslim World
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® Saturday 2, October 2010

Venue : Maha Chulalongkorn Building, Chulalongkorn University

08.30 - 09.00 Registration
09.00 - 09.45 Special Lecture “Thailand and the Muslim World : Partnership in Progress”
By H.E. Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva
Prime Minister of Thailand
09.45 - 10.00 | oo Coffee Break ........oooiieiiiiiccccccc e
10.00 - 10.40 “Thailand’s Economic Relations with the Muslim World”
By Dr. Savaraj Sachchamarga
Vice Chairman of The Thai Chamber of Commerce
10.40-11.20 “The Thai - Muslims and Participation in the Democratic Process Since 1932
By Dr. Imtiyaz Yusuf
Chairman Department of Religion, Graduate School of Philosophy and Religion, Assumption University
11.20 - 12.00 “Halal Science & Technology : Thailand ’s Gift to the Muslim World”
By Assoc. Prof. Dr. Winai Dahlan
Director, the Halal Science Center, Chulalongkorn University
12.00 - 12.10 Concluding Remarks

By Asst. Prof. Chanetwallop Nichola Khumthong

Former Deputy Director, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University

Master of Ceremony
By Ajarn Major Dr. Ra-Shane Meesri

Deputy Director, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University
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® Saturday 2, October 2010

1) Art and Cultural Performances

Venue : Main Auditorium of Chulalongkorn University

13.15-13.30 Introductory Address
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sunait Chutintaranond
Director of the Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University
Opening Remarks
Mr. Thaworn Senniam
Deputy Minister of the Interior
13.30 - 13.35 Og-Khaek (Contemporary) (P)
13.35-13.40 The History of Og-Khaek for Likay (MC)
13.40 - 13.45 The Origins of Og-khaek for Likay (P)
13.45-13.50 The History of Likay Liab (MC)
13.50 — 14.00 Likay Liab (Uleh Nabir) (P)
14.00 - 14.05 The History of Nasheed (MC)
14.05 - 14.20 Nasheed (P)
14.20 - 14.25 The History of Dikir Hulu (MC)
14.25 - 14.40 Dikir Hulu (P)
14.40 - 14.45 The History of the Muslim Communities’ settlement in Bangkok (MC)
14.45 - 14.50 Video “Tracing the History of Muslim Settlement in Bangkok”
14.50 - 15.10 Wai Kru (Honouring Teachers), Ram Tian (Candle Dance), Martial Arts Performances: Krabi-
Krabong; Ram Krish (P)
15.10 - 15.15 The History of the Martial Art “Pencak Silat” (MC)
15.15-15.30 Martial Art “Pencak Silat” (P)
15.30 - 15.35 The History of Lamtad (MC)
15.35-15.40 Video “Introducing Wang Teh”
15.40 - 16.05 Lamtad - Wang Teh Performing Group (P)
Closing comments by MCs
Presenters Thai MC : Ajarn Dr. Chulispong Chularatana
English MC : Assistant Professor Dr. Adisara Katib
Remarks P = performance; MC = Master of Ceremonies
End of Afternoon Session
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