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� Difference, complementarity and cooperation
� Difference, competition and conflicte e ce, co pet t o a d co ct

19/11/2009

� Is difference necessarily a source of conflict?
� Reducing difference…educ g d e e ce

� Reducing inequality, but…
� … suppressing cultural diversity, destroying 

biodiversity
� … or accommodating difference

� mainstream: respect for rights, just outcomes, 
“pro-poor” development But with respect forpro-poor  development... But with respect for 
different ways of life, and choices of livelihood

� alternative: respect for different ways of engaging 
with development, regional integration

19/11/2009
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� Can development in the region accommodate 
both the fruits of economic prosperity and p p y
the richness of cultural and natural diversity 
that are the true wealth of the Mekong?

19/11/2009

19/11/2009



People who under Gun 
control

Under the Gun - an overview of 
the plight of ethnic people in 

Burma's conflict zones' 

BurmaBurma
261,789 sq Miles
54 Million people

Natural Resources: Timber, jade, gold, natural gas petroleum, zinc, copper, coal, 
precious stones, hydropower etc.



• Over 100 diverse ethnicities 

• Independent on 4 January 1948 as the “Union 
of Burma”

• Civil war ongoing since 1949

• Since 1962 ruled by military dictatorship that 
currently calls itself SPDC (State Peace and Development 
Council)

• In 1989 Military regime adopted the name 
“Union of Myanmar”

• One of the poorest countries in the world

• UN Status – Least Development Country (LDC)

• Burma has the largest army in South East Asia, 
and the 10th largest in the world. 

• 49% of the State's budget is used for the 
military.

One of the worst human rights records 
anywhere in the world.



• Refugee 
– In India: estimated 70,000 unregistered refugees
– In Bangladesh: about 20,000 in camps and at least 

100,000 outside camps
– In Thailand: 14 refugee camps along Thai-Burmese 

border / About 140,000 refugee and new arrival

• Internally Displacement Person = Over 600,000

• Migrant Worker = 1-1.5 million in Thailand alone. 
• More than 2000 political prisoners in Burma 

Why do they become like this?

• Long Civil War and Political crisis 

• Long-term national economic crisis

• Increased militarization around army bases and 
natural resource development projects

• No Peace, No Freedom and No Human Rights



Systematic HUMAN RIGHTS abuses 
Committed by the regime’s troops

• documented in numerous reports by international 
human rights organisations and the UN

• Including:
– forced labor
– forced relocation
– confiscation of lands and crops
– arbitrary arrest and detention
– extrajudicial killing
– torture
– rape

Forced Labor

Rail way construction Building for Military base



• Forced Relocation and Migration 

Land Confiscation



Internally Displacement Person





Try to refugee

Run to Border



Thai-Burma border



Live in the refugee



Girls workers in the factoryGirls workers in the factory

Life of Migrant worker



Children live with their Parent in 
Detention center

Saffron revolution 2007



Child Soldier 

• According to Human Rights Watch [7], recruiting 
and kidnapping of children to the military is 
commonplace. 

• An estimated 70,000 of the country’s 350,000-
400,000 soldiers are children..

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment

"No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment.“Article 5, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

•Torture during Detention

•Torture during Forced Portering and Forced Labor

•Torture of Villagers in Areas of Ethnic Armed Conflict (Arrest, 
detention, and torture, land and property confiscation)



Internally Displace People
The major causes of forced relocation and internal displacement in Burma are the 

following:
• Conflict induced Displacement and the “Four Cuts” campaign

• Development Induced Displacement

• Displacement Resulting from Resource Scarcity

Most often, IDPs resettle to an area that falls into one of four groups:

1. A state-controlled relocation site or satellite town
2. An area under full SPDC control
3. An area or camp controlled by an armed opposition group
4. The jungle, fields, or other remote, usually "free fire" or black areas of Burma

• At Least 632,978 IDP along Thai-Burma Border ( Source: Six Month Report,
BBC

Force Labor
�Forced Portering

�Forced Labor for Infrastructure Projects ( road, bridge, military 
camp…etc)

� Forced labor for military camps and income generation projects 

�Forced prison labor

�Forced Military conscription

�Forced Labor Involving International Participation (ex. Dam on salwee
river, 4500 megawatt, natural gas pipelines) 

�Directly or indirectly force ( to attend regular meeting to receive latest 
demands for labor; demanding labor, materials, and money)



Life of Ethnic Minorities women 
• Women in non-Burman ethnic nationality areas are particularly 

vulnerable to human rights abuses and suffer the worst abuse 
and discrimination. Health care, including access to family 
planning methods, and education are severely underdeveloped 
in these areas. 

• Forced 
Forced relocations, forced labor, forced portering in war zones, 
and physical, mental, and sexual abuses. Forced marriage 

• Migrant worker 
3 Ds Job – Dirty , Difficult and Dangerous
women are cheaper labor than men, arbitrary arrest and detention, victims of 
sexual abuse and violence. 

• Rape and Torture
systematically raped by military personnel as part of a campaign of ethnic 
cleansing. Rape used as a weapon, physical and mental torture,  

Documentation of Rape and Sexual 
Violence

Licence to Rape: Shan State, No. of women and girls 625
– 83% of rape cases committed by high ranking military officers (commander) 
– 61% gang-rapes
– 25% of the rapes resulted in death, In only one case was a perpetrator punished by his commanding 

officer

Shattering Silences: Karen State, No. of women and girls 127
– Half of the rape incidents were committed by high-ranking officers
– 40% were gang-rapes
– In 28% of cases women were killed after being raped

Catwalk to the Barracks: No. of women and girls 50
– Scores of “comfort women” forced to work by day-forced into sexual slavery at night.
– 30 young women, including schoolgirls, Made to stay at military base and take part in a military 

“fashion and beauty show”
– Over half cases committed by military officers, often in front of, or together with their troops.

Unsafe state: Chin State, No. of women and girls 39
– Women and girls as young as 12 are being raped in their home and farms, while travelling outside 

their village and when conscripted as forced labor.



Thank you

• Khun Htee

• Chairperson (Pa-Oh Youth Organization) Thai-Burma Border 

• Human Rights Trainer ( Mae Tao Clinic) Thai-Burma Border

• Coordinator ( EarthRights Student Union) 

Email: khuntee3@gmail.com
Email: ersuoffice@gmail.com
Mobile: 089 432 9012
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The NGO Activities from the 
Bottom: Focusing on a local NGO’s 
programs for conserving local cultures 

and resources in Northern Thailand

Motoki Akitsu
Graduate School of Agriculture,

Kyoto University

International Seminar on Cultural Diversity of the Mekong River:
Sharing Experiences from Japan and the Mekong Countries
Session III: Promoting Resilience in Maintaining Mekong Culture and 
Customs

Brief self intro.
• I have been studying rural society, mainly in 

Japan
– A lot of rural problems: depopulation, aging, 

agricultural depression, etc.
– New waves: rural renovation program, new 

farmers, rural tourism, etc.
• Conducting comparative studies globally

– Korea, Tanzania, Hungary, Thailand
– Depends on a chance: no planning!

• Visiting Thailand for four years
Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 2



From the bottom

• Economic development and rural 
depression
– Experienced in most developed countries
– To Introduce bottom-up rural policy

• E.g. LEADER program in EU, various programs in 
Korea

– a rural development program focused on promoting local 
leadership and initiative

• What’s / who’s the bottom?
– People who make a living there
– The power of representing one’s wishes is Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 3

Role of intermediates

• Power of local people
– Weak in the developing / mid-developed 

countries (as well as Japan?)
– Intermediates play an inevitable role

• E.g. NGOs, municipalities, activists, etc.

• Focus on a local NGO
– NGOs have a substantial role in Thai society
– (A relevant gateway for a Thai study beginner 

like me)

Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 4



LANRAC(CIMER)

• Lanna Natural Resources and Cultural 
Conservation in Mekong Region
– Use an acronym ‘LANRAC’ hereafter

• General info.
– Head office in Chiang Khong
– Mr. N established it 13 years ago

• Born in 1960
– Number of staff: around ten people
– Financial condition: I couldn’t verify it!

Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 5

Location and area of activity

Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 6

Chiang Khong



Activities

• Nature conservation
– To establish a local system for river (fish) / 

forest conservation
• Cultural conservation

– To research history, religion, custom, etc. and 
to write reports

– To utilize old knowledge for getting income
• Educational programs

– For college students and urban NGOs
Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 7

Four research sites
• Nature conservation

– Pak Ing village (about 40 households)
• located at the mouth of the Ing River to the 

Mekong
– Muang Chum village (182 households)

• located along the Ing River

• Cultural conservation
– Sorng Phee Norng village (1,273 people)

• located along the small valley near the Mekong
– Huay Ku village (144 households)

• located on the steep slope of fairly high 
mountains

Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 8



Pak Ing: fish preservation

• Fish preservation segment
– designated for 200 meters from the 

mouth of the Ing River goin upstream
– initiated by the LANRAC several years 

ago
– LANRAC urged the village people to set 

up their own committee
• to keep a watch on the prohibition
of catching fish

Intern'l Seminar on the Mekong 9

Pak Ing: ritual for 
conservation

• an “extending life” ritual
– introduced newly by the LANRAC for the 

purpose of river conservation
– A white thread connecting prayer to the river 

water about 200 meters distant from the place
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