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Abstract

This study was based on a synthesis of researches focusing on the available
data and strategic plans of Pattalung Province during the period of 2007-2012. The
research has compiled the data to form a comprehensive database for use in the
future planning and steering of the provincial development for relevant government
agencies. The purposes of this research project were to 1) review the general data of
Pattalung Province from 2007-2013, 2) review the strategic plans of Pattalung Province
during 2007-2012, 3) review the research projects in Pattalung area conducted during
2007-2012, and 4) synthesis of researches based on Pattalung’s data and strategic
plans during 2007-2012.

The outcome of this study has found that, during 2007-2013, there were 305
researches related to Pattalung’s area. Two hundred and thirteen (213) are research
projects (69.8%) and 92 were dissertations (30.2%). Based on the review of the
research disciplines, 69.2% of the researches were related to sociology and culture,
while 30.8% were related to science and technology. In addition, 197 of the researches
or 96.1% were conducted by Thaksin University. Therefore, Thaksin University is

considered the research and development hub of Pattalung Province.

Specifically on Pattalung’s strategic planning, it was found that the research
topics that will augment the Province’s strategies comprise efficiency of water
conveyance system to the agricultural farmland, enhancement of agricultural potential
in the irrigation areas, logistics development to enhance agricultural production
efficiency, promotion of centralized markets for agricultural products, tourism expo for
Pattalung Province, proactive tourism promotion, training and development of local
community leaders, enhancement of family development centers in the communities,
promotion and development of sports for children and youths, waste management for
pig farms, annual human resources development, promoting good business ethics for
local businesses, promoting community participation in driving the provincial
development planning, and development of common service center for Pattalung

Province.

The comparative analysis of the provincial development of Pattalung Province
to the others in the cluster, Pattalung is different from the other provinces in the
cluster in aspects of production sector, culture, and socio-economics. These may
inhibit the provincial development collaboration within the cluster. In addition, the key
advantages of Pattalung are not a part of the key strategic development of the cluster

of provinces. Based on the ecological settings, Pattalung is more related to the
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Songkhla Lake Basin. Therefore, the future research programs should minimize the
influence of the political boundaries, but based more on the human connectivity with
social and cultural linkage. This will promote development collaboration in the cluster.
For the upcoming Asians Economic Community (AEC), Pattalung, therefore, needs to
focus on human resources development including language and management skills in

all sectors to meet the international demands and standard.
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