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ABSTRACT

There has long been security cooperation between the Thai Armed Forces and
its foreign counterparts, both as bilateral and multilateral relations. This cooperation has
existed before the APSC. The integration of ASEAN toward the APSC catalyses this existing
cooperation; especially the multilateral relations within the ASEAN Defence Minister Meeting
(ADMM) Framework and the ADMM - Plus . The latter is the attempt of ADMM to expand
security cooperation to include the dialogue partners outside the region. However, ASEAN
still wants to be the central of all security cooperation mechanisms within the region which

is the principal intention stated in the ASCS Blueprint.

The issues that the Thai Armed Forces and the ASEAN counterparts have
strong interest to cooperate are the non-traditional, trannational threats. They are 6 security
issues within the ADMM - Plus cooperation including anti-terrorism, maritime security,
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR), military medicine, humanitarian mine
action, and peacekeeping cooperation. Among these issues, HADR and military medicine
cooperation achieves the most progress. On the other hand, regarding to the cooperation
on traditional security, the ASEAN armed forces still prefer to use pre-existing bilateral

arrangements rather than ASEAN framework.

The security cooperation between the ASEAN armed forces has followed the
frameworks laid down by ASEAN Charter and APSC Blueprint. However, the cooperation is
still an international cooperation on security rather than the complete security community.
The biggest challenge is to build mutual trusts between members to be able to build a

complete security community.
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