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Abstract

This Research of “Superpower Watch (The United States of America) : Foreign
Policy toward Asia Pacific Region concerning Security Policy and Human Rights” utilizes
a mixed qualitative research methods to contrast conflicting international relation
theories such as realism, liberalism, structuralism with geo-politico-economic foreign
policy analysis and decision making theory with special emphasis on social and
economic impacts. To ensure greater validity and reliability, the researchers travelled to
the United States of America to interview various stakeholders, such as think-tank
organizations, US government officers, and American academicians.

The main objective of this research aims to observe and analyze US Foreign
policy after the 2016 United States Presidential Election with particular attention to
President Donald J. Trump’s “America First policy”

President Trump‘s nationalist policy derived from economic insecurity and
military challenges from Asia. This policy reflects the needs of American people
yearning for greatness again after facing major challenges especially from China in term
of trade, modernization of military, technology, Artificial Intelligent as well as
innovations from banking and money sector. The Indo-Pacific Strategy seeks a free, fair
and open region. The US and China’s foreign Policy will have direct impact on Thailand,
along with other members of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) both
positively and negatively. It is a very challenging scenario for ASEAN countries to remain
firm in believes and positions among great power competitions in the region.

Under the new reality of major powers rivalry, both competing and cooperating
at the same time, are causes of concern for Thailand as the country is assuming ASEAN
Chair 2019. Thailand must push for ASEAN Centrality especially in term of connecting
basic infrastructure between member states. In order for Thailand and ASEAN to remain
independent in term of policy making, we need to remain neutral not aligning too close
to either the United States or China and we should inwardly working together and

accomplish ASEAN Centrality.
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