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Abstract

Choprakarn and colleagues evaluated the potential and limitations of Thai
indigenous chickens in terms of system properties, specific properties and demand and
supply. The infomation was collected from published papers, such as theses, research
papers and general articles. The result showed that raising Thai indigenous chickens is
common all over Thailand, especially among Thai farmers. About 80% of Thai farmers have
about 3 - 7 hens/household. They have two objectives : 1) for household consumption, and
the surplus sold to supplement income (the value was 5.5 - 7.3 billion Baht* annually), and
2) for competition (cock fighting) or for recreation (the value was 20,000 million Baht
annually). Raising Thai indigenous chicken is a self-reliant activity. It does not have market
problems, but has a problem of low production. The production efficiency of Thai
indigenous chickens could be increased by several methods. However, care should be

taken for such factors as the production objective and the farmers' capability.
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