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Abstract

From eight species of Thai medicinal plants namely, Nepenthes thorelii, Garcinia
duicis, Garcinia cowa, Goniothalamus tenuifolius, Stephania venosa, Prismatomeris
sessiliflora, Diospyros montana and Muwrraya siamensis, 38 compounds were isolated and
prepared. These compounds could be categorized as naphthoquinones, xanthones, aporphine
alkaloids, anthraquinones and carbazole alkaloids. It was found that the aporphine alkaloids
with 6a,7~dehydro structure possessed the strongest antimalarial activity with potency
nearly equal to that of chloroquine, and thereby provided the possibilities for future research
and development. It was also discovered that the xanthones, demonstrating moderate
antimalarial activity, may have polentia] use if given simultancously with other available

antimalarial agents.
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