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Project Code: PUG5540001
Project Title: Studies along the East-West Cultural corridor WORKSHOP
Investigators: Surat, L.l, Pongdhan 5.2, Surapol, N.S, Panjai, T.3, Im, 5.4
'Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy, Thailand
“The Fine Arts Department, Thailand
3Sinakom University, Thailand
4APSARA Authority, Siem Reap, Cambodia
E-mail Address: suratlertlum@gmail.com

Project Duration: 19 - 24 August 2555

The workshop at Pyay Field School of Archaeology (FSA), Pyay, Myanmar is a
part of the knowledge disseminate of the research project named “The Research
Project on the Relationship of The Ancient Through Present Culture for the
Development of Cultural and Civilization Database for GMS and Malay Peninsula
Regions”, and collaborated researchers. The secondary purpose is to build the
collaboration with Myanmar researchers for the future collaborative research.

The workshop was very successful in the term of knowledge dissemination
and building up the collaboration. During the trip, there were meetings to discuss
about the future collaboration and support. In addition, sites visit were conducted to
archaeological sites, monuments in Pyay and in Rangoon, which are very useful for

the current and future research as well.

Keyword: Archaeology, Myanmar
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19 August
20 August

21 August
22 August

23 August
24 August

Arrival Thai, Cambodian and Japanese Dawei Project Team Yangon
Yangon to Pyay, arrival late afternoon, Welcome dinner Mingalar
Garden, 6.30 pm, with Dawei Project Team plus 5 FSA Staff and
Director General

Talks FSA

Tour Sriksetra Gates (Nat-pauk, Shwedaga, Lulin), Roads (north-south,
east-west) and Palace and Settaing sima and Iron Slag mound (Tabet-
ywa) north of palace

Dawei Project Team returns to Yangon via Shwedaung

Shwedagon (and possibly Botataung pagoda), informal lunch Karaweik,
Kandawgyi Oo-yin, brief visit to National Museum, Ministry of Culture,

Pyay road. Departure 6pm from Yangon to Bangkok.
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Studies along the East-West Cultural corridor

WORKSHOP

Field School of Archaeology (FSA), Pyay, 21 August 2012

Time Speaker Topic
Morning session | U Win Kyaing Chairperson
9.00-9.15 U Kyaw Oo Lwin, Welcome to guests and
Director General, Introduction Guests to
FSA Pyay Teachers and Students FSA
9.15-9.30 Dr. Silaporn Buasai, Welcome address
Deputy Director,
Thailand Research Fund
9.30-10.00 Dr. Elizabeth Howard Dawei Project: background,
Moore scope, cultural and
educational aims
10.00-10.10 Student or Teacher Chair Discussion
with Questions for Panel
10.10-10.30 Coffee with FSA teachers & | FSA
students
10.30-11.10 U Than Swe (Dawei) Early Konbaung, Dawei and
Thailand




Time Speaker Topic
11.10-11.50 Prof. Mamoru Shibayama In Search of East-west
Kyoto University Corridor by Japanese
Scholars: Geoinformatics
and cultural regions
11.50-12.00 Student or Teacher Chair Discussion
with Questions for Panel
12.00-1.00 Lunch FSA
1.00-1.10 Dr. Elizabeth Howard Chairperson, introduction
Moore
1.10-1.50 Mr. Im Sokrithy Living Angkor Road Project
APSARA, (LARP) The Study of
Cambodia Angkorean road networks:
introduction and the study
of the road network in
Cambodia and Laos (Part 1)
1.50-2.30 Dr. Surat Lertlum Living Angkor Road Project
Chulachomklao Royal (LARP) The Study of
Military Academy, Thailand | Angkorean road networks in
Thailand and the study on
the ancient roads, trails
along the east-west cultural
corridor
2.30-2.40 Student or Teacher Chair Discussion with Staff and

with Questions for Panel

Student volunteers to assist

site study 22/08




Time Speaker Topic
2.40-3.10 Tea FSA
3.10-3.50 Dr. Ang Choulean The intangible cultural
APSARA, Cambodia heritage in Angkor
3.50-4.30 Assoc. Prof. Surapol Archaeology of Southern
Natapintu Thailand and Myanmar and
Metallurgy of the East-West
Cultural Corridor
4.30-5.00 Round table discussion on | Dr. Silaporn Buasai,
how to collaborate in Prof. Mamoru Shibayama,
future and conclusions U Kyaw Oo Lwin,
updated U Win Kyaing,
Dr. Ang Choulean,
Dr. Elizabeth Howard Moore
Observer

Ms. Benjamat Teeramatvanit, Thailand Research Fund
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Dawei: defining the southern coastal culture of Myanmar

Elizabeth Howard Moore

Field School of Archaeology (FSA), Pyay, 21 August 2012

The Dawei Project aims to define the role of Dawei’s ancient cities within the southern
coastal region of Myanmar and to place this within a wider national and regional context. '
Dawei is frequently described only in relation to other areas, particularly as a border to
Upper Myanmar, Thailand and from 1826 CE, Britain. In these frameworks, Dawei was
available as a political prize, its maritime location useful merely in relation to inland
polities and its local identity subsumed. Dawei, however, is geographically and culturally
distinct, not Thai or Bamar or Mon, over four clear phases spanning circa 300 BCE to the
mid-twentieth century CE.
Iron Age commodities 300 BCE - 300 CE
Cowries for trans-regional trade Heger | drums
No early metallurgy yet documented but resource-rich tin, lead, antimony
Polished stone tools abundant
Early walled polities 200-1000 CE
Thagara ancient city 754 CE (chronicle founding)
Walls, Coins, Image of Buddha, Votive tables
Thagara ancient city multiple ramparts, complex water management
Trade entrepot 1000-1600 CE
City of Mokti - Bagan era stone sculpture Ganesh, Esoteric links Thai peninsula
and Indonesia

Taungkwe, southern Dawei peninsular Bagan-era fort

! Geoinformatic time line http://gms.crma.ac.th



http://gms.crma.ac.th/
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Cham epigraphy Phan Rang (southern Vietnam coast) 1201/2 CE
Dawei (Davam) mentioned alongside troops of Bagan (Pukam) and Syam
(Thailand)
Inscription King Paramesavaravarman N
Weidi walled city distinctive tin and lead coins
International trade 1600-1826 CE
Glazed wares and Ayutthaya bronzes from Thagara and Sin Seik walled cities
Founding current walled city of Dawei 1754 CE by King Min-neh-hla
Thai invasions royal Siamese map 1820 CE ’
British colony, immigration Chinese and Indian (Hindu, Muslim) merchants 1826- 1958

CE

From these four eras, a new profile of Dawei is clarified characterized by networks of
engagement, not ethnically or religious delimited but defined within a geospatial and
material culture environment.” The outcome retains a semantic focused on Dawei within a
shifting horizon of ethnic and religious labels, one where the constant possession by
competing polities heightened local identity. With this, the interpretation of Dawei moves
beyond colonial paradigms and while the normative phases of Pyu and Mon, Upper and
Lower Myanmar and Thailand (400-900 CE), Bagan and Hanthwaddy (1000- 1500 CE) and
the Ayutthaya to colonial period of Thai, Bamar, European control (1500 — 1958 CE) are
not discarded, Dawei assumes a clear local identity as a hybrid hinterland and coastal
polity of medium size, whose geospatial advantages over Myeik meant it controlled
northward riverine and eastward trans-peninsula routes. While in later centuries, rival
kingdoms perpetually dominated Dawei politically, the city and region have sustained a
significant character from which to define the culture of Myanmar’s southern coastal

region.

2 Lepoutre, A. 2012. Campa epigraphical data on polities and people of ancient Myanmar (12—13th centuries),
Bagan, Early Myanmar and its Global connections, Ministry of Culture and NSC.

® Santanee Phasuk and P. Stott. 2004. Royal Siamese maps : war and trade in nineteenth century Thailand.
Bangkok : River Books.

* Surat Lertlum and Mamoru Shibayama. 2009. Application of Geo-Informatics to the Study of the Royal Road
from Angkor to Phimai, Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 46, No. 4, March, pp. 549-563
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Early Konbaung, Dawei and Thailand

U Than Swe (Dawei)

Introduction

According to Dawei history, it is known that Dawei and Thailand had relations before
the Konbaung period, with the complexity of these relations over a period of nearly
1000 years described in this paper.

There were times that Thai rulers or Siamese nobles reigned in Dawei. For example,
Hsin Seik (1) or Nyaung Khaya and Hsin Seik (2) or Nyaung Yan (Thukanagara) were

governed by them.

Hsin Seik (1) and (2) at Dawei (after U Aung Myint)

Hsin Seik (1) or Nyaung Khaya 10th century AD
At the time of King Banya Taw (BE 270-276, AD 908-914), the last of the first Thagara

Mon dynasty, the outpost of Aung Thawaddy (Kalaing Aung) was attached by the
Siamese army, led the Thai noble, Ora Galon. About a month after the occupation of
the outpost, he advanced with over a thousand strong troops to Taung O, a border
camp of the region of Mawlamyaing. Later he split his forces into two, one marching
by land and the other by water. They besieged the Mon-Myanmar city of Thagara
until it fell. In this way, the first Thagara city was destroyed in BE 276.
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The Siamese noble Ora Galon led the townsfolk of Kalaing Aung and Thagara city to
a place two miles from Dawei where he built the town of Nyaung Khaya and ruled
there. The Dawei River which flows on the south of Nayung Khaya city serves as a
natural moat.

When the Mon nobleman Banya Oo of Hanthwaddy hear that Mon and Myanmar
people of Nyaung Khaya were oppressed by Siamese rulers, they organized a force
of then thousand men comprised of foot soldier, cavalry and elephant-mounted
warriors. The troops conquered Nyaung Khaya city in BE 357 only after a forceful
charge and burning down of Ohwn Bin Kwin, Paukan and other places. The table of

Siamese rulers of Nyaung Khaya is given below.

Siamese Ruler | Year (BE)

Ora Galon 276 - 291

Ora Thetha 291-303

Ora Bala 303-318

Ora Balat 318-334

Au Barap Hpe | 334-347

Au Barap Pesae | 347-357

Hsin Seik (2) or Nyaune Yan (Thukanaeara), 11th century AD

Another city wall was found close to the eastern wall of Hsin Seik (1) or

Nyaung Kaya on the same place as the ancient Hsin Seik (2) or Nyaung Yan

(Thukanagara).

During the reign of King Banyakim, the last monarch of the second Thagara dynasty, a
Siamese knight named Ora Tazar, assaulted and succeeded as ruler of Thagara city in
BE 438 (1076 AD). Again he built a new city which was also known as Thukanagara.

Ancient Hsin Seik (2) or Nyaung Yan (Thukanagara) is close to the present

day Dawei airport situated on the east of the Hwin Seik quarter of Dawei town. The

old Dawei historical records also contain this same location for the ancient city.
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The western wall of Thukanagara connects with an old wall of Hsin Seik (1) city wall,
touching on the southern wall. The length of the wall is about 120 yards long
although the eastern wall has not yet been found. About 200 yards from the
southern wall stands a ridge which goes straight to the east along a motor way until
it reaches the Ein Sher Byin village which has an estimated area of about 170 acres."

Following is a list of the Siamese rulers of Nyaung Yan (Thukanagara).iV

Siamese Ruler Year (BE)
Ora Tazar 438-448
Ora Hone 448-463

Or Bara Peasal 463-476

Ora Auparup 476-791

Later periods: 18th to 19th century AD

It is a well-known historical fact that King Bayinnaung of the Toungoo-Hanthawaddy
period subjugated Ayutthaya (Thailand). The kingdom of Thailand was under
Myanmar influence until the time of King Alaungmintaya (Alaungpaya), the founder of
the Konbaung dynasty. In the year 1759, the king came downstream to Yangon to
pay homage to the Kyaik Khauk Pagoda of Thanlyin and the Shwemawdaw stupa of
Bago. While preparing for the return trip to Naypyiday, the king received a message
that the suburban area of Dawei had been encroached by followers of the Siamese
throne who had confiscated three royal steams and sampans sent by the Myanmar
ruler. The king, determined to put down the anti-Myanmar uprising, ordered five
steam loads of soldiers to sail to Dawei.”

The king also decreed his son Prince Myedu to lead forty divisions to subdue the
enemy in 1759. Thus another army took the sea route on December 21, first erecting
campts at Motama (Moulmein), next marching to Mawlamyaing and on to Dawei.
Later they proceeded to the port of Tanintharyi which they seized.”

Upon hearing the news about the Myanmar army the Thai monarch ordered knight

Bya Tezaw to prepare for a defence. While the Myanmar Prince Myedu led the way
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to Dawei, King Alaungmyintaya himself proceeded to Ku Buri from Tanintharyi. Before
reaching his destination, he met and found with the Thai army under Bya Tezaw.

They were forced to retreat and Myanmar occupied Ku Buri.”

Events of 1760- 1765 AD

After that, the Myanmar army conquered Phetcha Buri, and then marched on from
Ratchaburi and camped at Thanlwinyar where Prince Myedu and his warriors met
with the vanguard. They reached the Thai city of Dwayaddy on 11 April, 1760. There
were al together 36 camps from Dawei to Thaialand. King Alaung Myintaya became ill
while marching to Siam, so that the King and Prince Myedu called a council of war
and decided to return to Naypiyidaw. Prince Myedu arrived to Naypidaw on April 17,
1760. The king himself and his army retreated from behind. All in all there were 24
camps from Siam to reach Muttama. On 17th April 1760, near Kim village, the king
passed away. Thus Myanmar gained no victory over Siam during the time of King
Alung f\/\yin‘taya.viii

The Prince Depeyin (Naung Taw Gyi) succeeded the throne. Under his rule in the
year 1762, the king ordered that he occupy Zinmei (Chiang Mai) in Siam. The king
died on November 28, 1763, at the age of 29, and his brother Myedu became the
king.

The two successive kings before Myedu did not complete the Siamese expedition, so
Myyedu formed an army and marched to Zinmei on 29 November, 1763. He
appointed Bayagami as a governor of Zimei on 15 January 1764. During his
governorship, the Mongthat the Mongpu governors staged revolts.

At a time when Bayagamani was away, the king ordered the General Nyumyo Thiha
Pate to wage war with Zinmei on 6 January, 1764. The army of twenty thousand
troops was comprised of foot soldiers, cavalry and elephant-mounted soldiers led by
Memyo Thiha Pate advanced to Siam once again.

After that, King Myedu himself formed another army comprised of his royal brothers
and marched to Thailand. One army group took the Dawei route to deal with

Hanthawaddy and Mouttara.” King Myedu’s expeditions to Siam are explained in



33

detail in the second volume of the Konbaung chronicle so will not be further
mentioned here apart from recording the process of how Siam was conquered.

The internal affairs of the Thai Royal family were rather complex at this critical
juncture. The Thai monarch Bya Their Damaraja expired in the year 1758. The king
realised well that the elder prince Kyauk Pwa Akya Deat would not rule the king
properly and for this reason he urged the young prince Kyouk Pwa Htauk to take the
throne after his death. Three of four days after the coronation, the King Kyauk Pwa
Htauk begged the head of the religious order to permit his to be ordained. However,
the head monk refused to accept and instead asked him to rule the counter in
accordance with the wishes of his father.

About three months later, the elder prince Kyauk Pwa Akya Dat secretly tried to
dethrone his brother the king. As the king learned of his elder’s scheme, he gave the
throne to the elder brother. Later, the young prince went to Watt Du Yaung Ham
monastery and took the yellow robe, adopting the monkhoold title of Kyauk Pywa
Htauk, Maduya (Taphan Pan King). The elder brother did not win the heart of his
people, for he unwisely ruled the kingdom.x

In the year 1760, the Myanmar army was knocking at the gate of the Siamese capital
of Ayutthaya. The Thai people were not ready to put up a fight against the enemy
due to the unwise rule of the Siamese king at this time. Consequently, King Kyauk
Pwa Akya Dot abdicated. Therefore, the younger brother monk had to leave the
monastic order and took the throne again to defend the kingdom. In May of the
same year, the Myanmar army gave up their siege, with King Alaung Phaya become ill
and expiring on the way back to Myanmar. As the Siamese throne was at this time
free from threat, the elder brother again tried to seize the throne so the younger
prince underwent higher ordination and became a monk for the second time. In
September 1766, King Myedu of Myanmar led an army to Ayutthaya. This time,
Ayutthaya was defeated. The Siamese King Kyouk Pwa Akya Dat was killed in action.
According to Myanmar history, the Thai king was cremated following the proper

ritua ls.XI
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Former King Kyauk Pwa Htauk To, who was still a monk brought to the ‘Ava’ court
the four queens of the fallen king Bya Oom as well as 864 court maids, 4 princesses,
14 sisters of the king, 14 granddaughters and the king’s brother’s two daughters. All
were treated well and given separate accommodations in the palace compound.
The 12 brothers of the king, his 3 sons, 14 grandsons and the two sons of the king’s
elder brother were given accommodation and necessary supplies were provided by
the Myanmar king. Along with the king and his immediate family, 2000 relatives of
the king, his ministers and other wealthy persons linked to the defeated Siamese
court were brought to Ava. They were placed and groups and given separate
quarters near Ywa Thaung village in Sagaing Division. (The descendants of the Thai
craftsmen remain today in the Sagaing quarter giving the town its renown as a place

of fine silver Work.)Xii

Events of the 1790s AD and the Konbaune dynasty

Prince Singu succeeded to the throne after the death of King Myedu. He was
assainated by Prince Phoung Gasa Maung Maung. Then again, he was dethroned by
Badon-min (known as Bodawphaya). During his reign, Thailand took up arms against
Myanmar, and King Bodawphaya advanced to Zinmei (Chiang Mai).

In 1797, news reached the court that a person called Kawela had occupied Zinmei.
Due to this message, King Bodawphaya ordered a large contingent to march to
Zinmei. In the same year, on 29th of October, Nay Myo Kyaw Htin Thitatu was
appointed general and was sent to Sinemi by way of the town of Mone. Kwela of
Zinmei came out of the town and attached the Myanmar army on the 24th of
January, 1798. After a bitter battle, the Myanmar soldiers were forced to retreat.Xm
This Siamese-Myanmar war was dubbed the ‘wrong war of King Bodawphaya’ by
some historians.

The founder of the Konbaung dynasty was King Alaung Phaya. King Bodawphaya was
the sixth king of that dynasty. The Konbaung dynasty reached its zenith under the

rule of King Bodawphaya although he waged two ‘wrong’ wards, one with the Thai

and the other with Rakhine (where in contrast to the Thai expedition, the Konbaung
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troops won). Because of the burden of the wears, the kingdom became weak and
feeble. The king waged the wars with the help of his militaristic crown prince. After
the king passed away, the throne passed to his grandson, the Sagaing king. During this
period, the king waged the First Anglo-Myanmar war (1824-1826), the downfall of the
Konbaung dynasty bringing British rule to Rakhine and Tanintharyi. Once again, Lower
Myanmar was handed over the British at the end of the second Anglo-Myanmar war
(1851-1852) during the time of King Badon. The last and the eleventh king of the
Konbaung dynasty was King Thibaw with the whole of Myanmar annexed as a British
colony following Thibaw’s defeat in 1885 at the close of the third Anglo-Myanmar
war. Thailand was an independent country from the time of King Bodawphaya to
King. Thibaw, the last king of the Konbaung dynasty and has remained a sovereign

state to this day.

i Saya Aye. ‘To correct the name of Tanintharyi’, Tanintharyi Magazine, 1998

' Maung Thaw Swe (Dawei). ‘To walk back to the beginning of Dawei’, One Hundred Years
Centenary Issue, Dawe-Rangoon Association. 2011.

" The Report of the Second Excavation of Thagara. Department of Archaeology, Lower Myanmar.
2001.

v Maung Thaw Swe (Dawei). ‘To walk back to the beginning of Dawei’, One Hundred Years
Centenary Issue, Dawe-Rangoon Association. 2011.

‘U Maung Maung Htin, KS.M., AT.M. ‘The chronicle of Konbaung’ Volume one.

U Maung Maung Htin, KS.M., AT.M. ‘“The chronicle of Konbaung” Volume one.

U Maung Maung Htin, KS.M., AT.M. ‘“The chronicle of Konbaung” Volume one.

"y Maung Maung Htin, KS.M., AT.M. ‘The chronicle of Konbaung’ Volume one.

U Maung Maung Htin, KS.M., AT.M. ‘The chronicle of Konbaung’ Volume one.

§ Maung Thaw Swe (Dawei). Hti Ayeik Nan Ayeik (The Shadow of the Palace).

. Maung Thaw Swe (Dawei). Hti Ayeik Nan Ayeik (The Shadow of the Palace).

v Maung Maung Htin, K.S.M., AT.M. ‘The chronicle of Konbaung’ Volume two.

Ty Maung Maung Htin, KS.M., AT.M. ‘“The chronicle of Konbaung’” Volume two.
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The Living Angkor Roads Project (LARP):

The Study of the East-West Cultural Corridor
Surat Lertlum and Im Sokrithy

LARP is a cross-border multi-disciplinary research project implemented by a
Khmer-Thai team aimed, firstly, to identify all the remaining portions of ancient roads
radiating from the Angkor capital to different provinces of the ancient Khmer Empire,
in view of an overall mapping of the network known to date; secondly, to identify
and describing all the infrastructures existing along these roads: bridges, all kinds of
canals, temples, remains of rest-houses and hospitals...

Since very early of the work, the core concept was enlarged. The project
would target not only the archaeological remains, but also the present-day
communities establishing all along these axis. The argument is simple and clear:
although normal evolution, abrupt changes, special historical events... globally
speaking these communities are not alien to the Angkor past. In addition, they still
use and worship all the said historic remains. Therefore the team would have to
conduct different ethnographic surveys in the two countries.

The first step of the whole target was Angkor-Phimai road. Then, for the
following steps, we are studying the continuation of the Angkor to Phimai road
further away from the capital, the Angkor-Sdok Kok Thom road, called the West road,
and also the continuation of this road to the area currently eastern Thailand; the
Angkor-Vat Phu, called the North-East road; and the Angkor-Vijaya, called the East
road. For the studies, the team benefited from the result of remote sensing surveys
which significantly help the systematic ground trusting conducted during several
campaigns in Cambodia, Thailand and as well as in Laos. A number of sites were
excavated, and the excavation was done according to modern method, using geo-

informatics, geo-physics surveys, etc.
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Tangible and intangible heritages in Angkor, Cambodia:
the case of Neak Poan

Ang Choulean
Abstract for Field School of Archaeology (FSA), Pyay, 21 August 2012

The link between a historic site, in particular a sacred one, and how the local people
understands, interprets and uses it is often multifaceted. Here | propose that we cast
a look on one of the numerous monuments in Angkor area, Cambodia: a monument
of a particular feature called Neak Poan. Built at late 12th century, in the center of a
huge artificial reservoir, it represents the mythical geography of the sacred water
streams in Himalaya. If we consider what happens today, we can see that the sacred
hydraulic dimension is present in two totally different rituals performed by the

Angkor villagers.



38

Recent Studied Archaeometallurgy Sites from East to West of Thailand

Surapol Natapintu

Abstract

This presentation will focus primarily on providing information on the recently
studied archaeometallurgy related sites and the newly obtained knowledge on
archaeometallrgy in Thailand, especially those gained from the research projects
supported by the Thailand Research Funds (TRF). These are the Living Angkor Road
Research Project and the Research Project on the Relationship of the Past through
the Present Local Culture for the Development of Database on cultures and Ancient
Civilization in the Greater Mekhong Sub-region and Malay peninsular.

The sites and archaeometallurgy related evidence to be described in this
presentation can primarily categorized into 3 groups; namely, copper-based

metallurgy iron metallurgy, and lead metallurgy sites.
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