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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title : The Study of Economic and Social Characteristics of

Farmer Communities in the Songkhla Lake Area in

Niras
Student’s Name : Mr. Pichet Saengthong
Degree Sought : Master of Arts
Major . Thai Studies
Academic Year : 2002
Advisory Committee :
1.Assoc. Prof. Praphon Ruangnarong Chairperson

2.Assoc. Prof. Danai Chaiyotha

3.Assoc. Prof. Paiboon Doungjun

The purposes of this research are to study the economic and social
characteristics of farmer communities in the area of Songkhla Lake Basin that
are reflected in Niras, and to study the power of literature as evidence that
reflects local history by using 31 Niras, document review, and field research
by interviews and observations.

Research results indicated that Niras cleary reflects the economical and
social characteristics of farmer communities around the Songkhla Lake Basin in a

satisfactory level. The results on the economic side indicate that farmer
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communities were pressured by fresh water problem initially and then the lack
of land problem. This phenomenon affects the expansion of communities
from the east of the lake to the west and the north. The western farmer
community growth was encouraged by the developed transportation, especially
the development of railway system in the south that helped communities by
the railroad expand into trading communities, which allowed the farmers to
distribute their products to other parts of the country or overseas.

The migration includes the children of farmers, who were sent into the
educational system both in dharma study and modemn academic study, while
the farmers in communities tried to make their living by other ways that were
not rice farming. Because of the diversity of geography and the flexibility of
labour forces between child, woman, and man, the farmers could do multi-
occupations without having much effect on rice farming.

The flexibility of labour forces benefits farmers when they are going to
the money system, which was dominated by Chinese. The temple--the original
centre of the community--made the money system of farmers different from
the money system in the vision of the Chinese, which made the farmers think
that trading was only an occupation and was not different from the traditional
occupation that they knew. The farmers did not collect money for expanding
the investment or increasing production. They did not increase rice
productivity for economic purposes; they did rice farming only to guarantee
food stability only, so rice farming had “value,” not “worth,” which can be

observed in the traditions about rice that have changed little nowadays.

(7)
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