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Abstract

The coordination project to develop framework for cooperative research projects has
two main objectives — to analyze the knowledge related to the operation of existing
cooperative movements and to organize brain-storming workshops to reach common
conclusions in defining framework for research agenda leading to the reform of
cooperative movements.

Operation process of the project started by formulation of detailed issues from various
articles by the project coordinator, advisory team and resource persons. The resource
persons were then assigned to prepare conceptual papers by 3 months period and
followed by brain-storming workshops. Each brain-storming workshop was started
with presentation of the resource persons and followed by opened discussions. The
conclusions for each topic were used to conceptualize and define a framework for
cooperatives research agenda.

The brain-storming workshop participants have agreed to define a Cooperative
Movement Vision as a conceptual framework for cooperative movement related
parties to have a common perspective in cooperative movements development. This
will facilitate an appropriate participation of all parties in cooperative movement
reform. In addition, The vision will help approaching the issues needed for further
research.

The vision of cooperative movement is “A network system for various types of
socio-economic self-support organizations which recognize cooperative values,
principles and methods, cooperate in organizational efficiency development and
foster the sustainable strength of their members, communities, societies and the
nation.”

The conclusion for the research agenda is that it should compose of three research
groups. The first group is Basic Research. Basic research is the fact-finding study to
accumulate the knowledge to develop cooperative movement. The second group,
Analytical Research, is the research to analyze causes and effects of various variables
or the invention of methods/measures leading to different operations to meet the
targets of cooperative movement. The third research group, Participatory Research, is
the research emphasizing participation of all parties related to people organizations in
research and development of cooperative movement. The first research group to be
implemented should be the Participatory Research with emphasis on development of
people organization network at provincial level. The Participatory Research will be a
basis for development of other research groups.

The completed public relation activities are the dissemination and campaign of the
concept of “Vision of cooperative movement and approach to future research” to
related government agencies and cooperatives organizations such as Cooperative
Promotion Department: CPD, Cooperative Auditing Department: CAD, Cooperative
League of Thailand: CLT and various cooperative federation. Information was also
disseminated through other media such as newspapers and academic journals.
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