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Abstract

YOUTH AND DRUG ABUSE: A KNOWLEDGE
SYNTHESIS FORM SELECTED RESEARCH

Dr. Sidthinat Prabudhanitisarn and Associate Prof.

Sansanee Onthoum

This paper attempts to examine and synthesize existing knowigdge about youth and drug abuse issue in
Thailand from selected research works. Knowledge that has been confirmed and well accepted will be utilized for
prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and social reintegration measures. Knowledge that has not been confirmed
nor generated but are necessary for effective intervention is then identified as research priority area. All of this is
to contribute to more effective and comprehensive solutions of drug abuse problem among children and youth, the
targer group of addicts.

Framework for synthesis is set up to cover 4 dimensions of youth and drug abuse. {1) Diversity of child
and youth groups. (2) How these children become at risk and involved in drug abuse as addicts, traffickers,
defenders; addicted patterns; types of substance; and knowledge and awareness about drug abuse. (3) Driving
forces of addict form socio-economic structure, family problem, peer groups, school environment, community
environment, psychological factors, and others. {(4) Existing interventions concerning situation assessment,
problems/obstacles of supply and demand reduction, application of school, groups, community based strategies,
and effectiveness of legal and prabation measures.

Methodologies employed include (1) Inventory of research reports, theses, academic documents, and
evaluation documents for the past 5 years that are relevant. (2) Selection of the most complete and
comprehensives ones and extraction of findings according to the 4 dimensions for synthesis. (4) Applying
documentary research to categorizing findings. And (5} Synthesizing findings that are repeatedly suggested as
confirmed, the scattered ones as unconfirmed, and missing ones from the framework as needed knowledge.

Based on 25 selected pieces of research documents it can be concluded as follows;

{1 A large numbers of research on dimension 2 have been undertaken for secondary and
occupation school children, only a few for primary school children and college students, and very scarily for street
children, off-school children, and children at work.

(2) Causes and driving forces for children to become addicts are repeatedly found. They include,
broken home, peer group pressure, unfavorable school and community environment for example. However, these
are knowledge that (a) well known and (b) insufficient to deliver appropriate measures. The missing yet necessary

knowledge are understanding of the complexity and dynamism of family, school and community environment that
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push children to a risky position, and once at risk how they organize or become members of peer group, how peer
group develop sets of situated culture that drive them te drug abuse demand, and that induce adaptive supply.

(3) Knowledge on dimension 4 appears to be the weakest part. Among 25 selected documents,
simple, conventional and ineffective measures are used. They include, for example, awareness campaign, urine
test, counseling services and the like. None at all mentions about group, school, and community based strategies,
which are the most promising and effective intervention for prevention, volunteered treatment, rehabilitation, social

reintegration, and probation.
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