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A new chapter of research method

By Mr.Ahmed Abidur Razzaqgue Khan
|, a master degree student of Human Rights and Social Development program of
Mahidol University of Thailand, was involved as a young scholar in a research project
called Human Mapping (TT 06). The research team has been developing the Photo
Novella combined with Ethnography as part of a transdisciplinary research project. The
resgarch process directly invoived students and teachers of six schools of Nakhon
Pathom province and a group of volunteers who had been trained as young scholars.
Research Area
The research area was mainly & schools in Nakhon Pathom province in Thailand.
It has been done in different levels:
1. 2 primary schools
a) Wat Noung Sua school. b) Wat Mongtarod school
2. 2 secondary schools
a) Patrayan school. b ) Wat Sasimum school.
3. 1 special school comhining with primary and secondary level
Sodsoksa Nakhon Pathom school.
4. 1 non formal school combining with primary and secondary level.

Non formal education centre of Sam Pram district.

Objectives of the paper
This paper has two cbjectives:

1. To document and observe the use of the Photo Novella combined with
Ethnography to develop and apply field methodologies that would allow
participation for the local people to identify their social capital. | am writing on
behalf of the pecple who develop and document the process. So, this paper will

become a document of the process too.
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2. lwantto draw insights, and lessons learned from the process.

At the early stage of the project, | was assigned to review literature concerning
ethnography from the book by ethnographer Stringer14 which depicts the process and
experience by Siringer and her students. | sludied other trandisciplinary methods,
educationa! philosophy of Paulo Freire and developed network with Drik Library in
Banglades, and studied their documents on their websites of Photoc Novella process
along with the study in China done in 1992 by the medical anthropologist. It was also my
work to search data in internet to gather related data and process from anocther place
outside Thailand. | would like to compare the process experiences with the theories that
I read in Stringer's book later on. So, | develop this report from the personal observation

and experience as a young scholar of the process.

Conceptual basis of research and learning

In this context it needs to mention that Community -based Ethnography is a
method used for participatory action research processr in identifying social capitals,
including local knowledge in the communily. Totally developed on teaching and
learning process is more effective than traditional research methods. Human Mapping
project employs Stringer‘sﬁethnography as it was used in educational transformation.
And Photo Novella educational method is a tool to influence policy makers about
communities or peoples from real situations. Thus ethnography is a tool which
empowered local people. This innovative methodology, Photo Novella, has a root in
visual anthropalogy. It is based on the fact that photos or the pictures can influence
policy makers. So they put camera in the hand of communities or specific groups and

inspired them to focus on their own merits and demerits. For example, women

14Stringer, Erine.1997 et al {eds) Community-based Ethnography : Breaking Traditional Boundaries of research,

Teaching, and learning. Mahwah, New Jersey : Lawrence Eribaum Assoc.

15 Thid.
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anthropologists exercised it with 62 rural peasant women of Yunan province in China, in

1992 and highly appreciated for the practical aspectﬁe.

In Thailand the key researcher combines the two processes according to Thai
culture and context'’. The first attempt that has been made in Bong Thee, western part
of Thailand to give window to a group of voiceless people, and at the end these
materials have formed into a community managed tourism initiated by local people. So,
the key researcher and young scholars had been developing the project papers and

process from the very beginning, actually from September 2003.

Workshops and trainings

The first Photo Novella combined with Ethnography workshop was carried out
among children of 6 schools in Nakhon Pathom. These were Participatory planning for
research implementation and Training in Photo Novella workshops in Wat Sasimum,
Wat Mongtarod, Noung Sua and Patrayan schools. Before that a couple of workshaps
were organized for the young scholars and the teachers to develop and train them for
the process.- Untif Juty 2004 at least eight types of different trainings and workshops
took place ,carried out, and implemented . They are :

1. Workshop on research process developmeri.

2.Consulting workshop on research process.

3. Ethnography training in different schools.

4. Workshop on Photo Novella at nonformal education schoaol.

5. Ethnography training at Wat Mongtarod school.

6. Training on Photo Novella at Sodsoksa schoaol.

7. First workshop an combining photo novella and ethnography at Panasom.

"® Wang Caroline, Mary Ann Burris, and Xiang Yue Ping. 1996. Chinese Village women as Visual Anthropologist ; A
participatory Approach to Researching Policymakers__Social Science & Medicing,42 (103:1331-4400.

" see Chaluaywan et al. Detour. 2004.
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8. Second workshop on interpretation of Photo Novella combined with
Ethnographic research report

etc.

The first workshop was about the system approach and strategic thinking
organized at the Faculty of Environment and Resource Studies, Mahidol University,
salaya campus. This workshop was organized mainly to prepare and involve young
scholars with the process. Around 12 graduate volunteers joined the workshop and 6 of

them were selected to work on the project.

The second workshop was organized for the young scholars and the teachers as
well in the same campus in April. The objective of the workshop was to give ideas on
community research: processes and tools to the teachers and young schelars. During
this workshop participants were introduced with:

® |imitations of traditional education. -

® Research process along with the theories of Photo Novella and Ethnography.

® At the same time they received a tentative plan and idea of the process.

® After then a series of workshops and follow up training processes took place

in a systematic schedule.

Most of the workshops and training discussions were energetic, with openness
expressed by participants who discussed frequently to the way things are, and
a growing consciousness of critical thinking among the paricipants. While the groups
continued discussing on issues and interpretations, the young scholars summarized the
process of every workshop. They interpreted the data inte meaning and then expanded
and enriched through the groups' discussion. Finally, they effectively shifted the focus
of the group from the present realily to a strateqy for social transformation.

During the workshop and training process | found the following role of these three

groups of learners.
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Role of Student:
Students were the key informants. They learned how to work in group and the

MAappPINg process.
® They decided what to research,

® They went to field study : in the fieldwork  they interviewed people and took

photos.

® They gave information to the teachers and young scholars what they found,

Role of Young Scholars
® Young scholars were trained 1o be facilitators.
® They observed the whole research process as active participants.
® They worked as laisons with school, community and the Human Mapping team.

® They documented the whote research process.

Role of Teachers
® Teachers were lrained and leamed aboul the Photo Novella combined with
Ethnography .
® Teachers interviewed students and recorded field -notes.
® They took notes, interpreted data and became active iocal researchers.

® They developed the learning community in their area.

Before taking photographs
During the workshops in the schools, key facilitators and the young scholars

introduced themselves at the beginning of workshop in the way of innovative ideas.
® The students were encouraged to work together as a group.
® To find out who they {(Human Mapping team) are and why they were there for.
® To get the feeling of being a detective & a young scholar.

® To exchange guestions and answers between the Human Mapping team and

participants to get basic infarmation about themselves.
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Community learning

The main facilitator discussed about the situation and the society, from the local
to global context and local knowledge, to integrate wisdom for the motherland. The
students were divided into 3 groups to start mapping process.
There were three basic questicns posed in the brainstorming process about their social
capital.

1. What does their community contribute to the province?

2. What does their community contributes to Bangkok?

3. What does the community offer to the whole country Thailand?

Not only the students discussed and brainstormed concerning these three
questions but also the teachers did the same in the teachers group. | was surprised to
learn frem the teachers that their students seemed to know the inside story of the
community more than they did. The teachers admitted that they got some new
information from their students. The students mapped local resources that the
communities offer,such as vegetable, fruits, drchids, attracts tourist by its art and
architecture. Finally they identified herbal medicine to the whole country, This was a kind
of action research. The Noung Sua schoal students found herbal growers become key
social capitals. From there, students started their field work consisting of taking
photographs and taking notes. They did this in groupworks which produced a lively
educational process that they haven't experienced before. To take the photographs,

they used Fuji quick snap cameras as their tools for its convenience and flexihility.

After taking photographs

They were allowed one month or so to go through the process. The second
important step started after develoging the films and printing out photos. Every young
scholar went to their respective schooi and write down the interpretative text from the
interviewing students, The teachers also became ethnographers. They elicited

information from students who took pictures. Some of the questions are ;

40



When did you take photograph?
1. What is the picture about?
2, How do you feel about this picture?
3. Why do you choose to take photo of this thing/ person?'
4. Who took the photograph and took note?
Etc.

The students then explained the specific persons, or objects, and quaiities
according to questions. Thus the process went on. Each young scholar observed the
ethnographic process and took notes. They also made a report of their respective
school's activities and findings. So, here the process had three steps.

1. Teachers interviewed siudents and young scholars observed the process:
young scholars and teachers took notes for keeping records.
2. Teachers and young scholars analyzed and composed note then made a script.

3. They wrote the ethnography of each photo.

The young scholars arranged ihe ethnographic texts with the photagraphs for
the next interpretation workshops. After that two interpretation workshop took place at
Panasom. In the workshop they interpreted the data and ethnographic texts. From those

texts they pointed out that there are two types of social capital in their communities.
1.Local resources.
2.Human resources : a) person, b} culture, c) values , d) wisdom,

From Photography to Ethnography: Combining Photos and Ethnography

Mainstreaming child- young peoples participation

Participation was very useful not only for the teachers' hut also for the students.
It developed their capacity and empowered them as well. These workshops ultimately
strengthened children participation capacity with a view of making them strong, with
regards to their communities and values. More than 100 participants’ inciuding children

and adults were ftrained from different schools of Nakhon Pathom within these

41



workshops. The children and young schelars shared their culture and creativity for

ensuring their participation in all levels of society.

Especially in the cne day workshops, it began with the participating children and
adult expressing their ideas along with reality and resulted in photographs they took.
Children exchanged ideas and culture from these very attractive processes. Credit goes
to the facilitation team and alsc main facilitators to make a transparent understanding
about research and total reality. ft came out from teamwork that to develop partnership
and active participation children would like fo get support, help, opportunity and

acceptance from aduits and society as a whole.

Participation has been mainstreamed from the beginning. At the end of day long
workshop, after being completed the mapping each group presented the finding in front
of others. Total group members were present at the presentation, The main presenter
introduced every member of the group and told who did which work then come up with
the findings. If s/he forgot some information then some other added it at the end of
presentation. This participatory process developed their capacily building and
confidence as well. During the presentation and after presentation, the facilitators asked
some other participants to give their own explanations on findings. It was amazing when
the young participants presented the data and explained in their own language. This
proved how successful process was. The children had the opportunity to reflect on
their own communities and cultures by a single click on camera. And students found
that local people have the sense of inquires loo. The students not only enjoved talking
to the rural people but it changed their way of thinking in seeing the people’s
awareness. It Is also remarkable that during the workshops process the children came
up with their own visions and views about their communities, which was fess known fo
the teachers. So, this action research process was nol only participatory but also
capacity developing process, windows for critical consciousness to the young

generation of Thai people.
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Philosophy and values- empowerment

This education process is mutually supported 1earnfng for empowerment of
communities. Basically, the young people and children were being empowered through
this process, in Thai cultural context where they usually do not have voice at all. The
content of such education is both critical consciousness and the development of
appropriate skills and competencies. Its process is dialogical and interactive, affirming
the mutual and coequal roles of facilitators and learners. Thus it relevant to Freirian"

thought.

This process does not only admit of degrees on the vertical
plane extending from semi-intransitivity to critical transitivity, but alsa on
a horizontal plane as well, which would indicate the direction and focus
of consciousness. Consciousness is not without focus. It links learning
with action through which transformation can and does occur. It finds
hope in participation in the creation of a just and a better society. It
proclaims the future as peoples fo determine and seeks the fiberation of

the hurman will to do so through fearning and social action.

it is needed to cite example that how the dialogue empowered communities. As

the dialogues took place with the teachers in different schools since after completing
workshop with the children. They shared their view with the Human Mapping team. And
then key facilitators asked them o answer some guestions about

1. What have they observed from the student activities during the workshops?

2. Was there any meaning ar idea behind it?

The objective was o put those questions as to  how they can get to know who are
the rescurce persons for communities and how it creates sccial impact on children,
teachers and the young scholars. During the discussions key facilitaters shared context

of social capital i.e., people's values and culture; why human values are important in the

'® paulo Freire, Brazilian Educator, see his book Pedagogy of the Oppressed.

43



society. Teachers get the holistic pictu'res of the community and now they know this tool
can be used for building 30% local curriculum for communities’ identities.

1. Main stakeholders group : the students, teachers and the young scholars and
thus different communities developed their critical thinking for better life through
this process. They become active researcher.

2. The ultimate hope is that the methodology is there for the teachers and students.
So they can develop their learning process. They can alse use this tool to unveil
the social capitals to get a holistic picture of their own culture, and thus

empower themseives.

From these exercises, empowerment was meant that the target groups for
changing their life to develop a standard by their own by learning how to map social

capital. This is the basis for the future development.

Theory and Practice: a comparison
From the experience of Stringer, described in the books, it reveats that ;
1. The ethnography research is a new vision of teaching which led them to
empower the participants and where they reinterpreted the teaching as well.
2. 1 also found that they concluded the process as constructivist pedagogy, a type
of interpretive approach to learning and inquiry which developed through
facilitating, modeling and creating and thus build a community of learners.

3. Thus the ethnographic process revealed an active learning process.

| think the same realization and findings are here in Photo Novella combined with
Ethnographic research process. This process already builds a community of learners in
Nakhon Pathom province in Thailand. The main outcome of Stringer's process was the
ethnographic participatory research rejects the myth of professionally trained experts as
the only legitimate pursuers of knowledge. it happened through the Photo Novella

combined with Ethnagraphy process too.
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The first workshop on combining photo novella and ethnography at Panasom
found the iearning community of Nakhon Pathom. | cbserved a number 22 peaple
inciuding facititators, teachers and young scholars reinterpreted teaching and learning
process that:

1. What did they see? ( Something they haven't seen before)

2. What did they think?(Something they haven’ t thought before)
3. What have they done?(Something they haven’ t done before)
4

What have they learned ?(Something they haven' t learnt before)

It seems that they are not looking at issues and the society from the top of the
iceberg which is visible in the sea, but they want to know the iceberg from bottom level,
the hidden portion of iceberg in the walter. They try to understand the different
philosophical approach to learning among participation, collaboration and through
discourse. They reviewed information and made a preliminary list of themes, identified
categories and sub-categories within the data and then develop an outline for a
narrative from their field data and notes and then come up with the findings and
presented it in groups. So, they understand how to combine the three source of

knowledge- from the new wisdoms, from the culture and from the values and from

traditional believes or religions.

The same process | found in the chapter eight of Stringer's book named,
“Researching Consensus and Writing Collaborative.” Like for example in this chapter
they found that:

“Seven elements helped them tc understand how their group was able {o

achieve consensus. They worked together, warked for an extended time i.e. as

they started at 12.30 p.m. and worked until they finished around 8.00 p.m. They
didn't take break far snacks but each of them leaves the room separately as they

need for a drink or visit to the bathroom arose. Spontaneity and the use of a

computer and negotiation exercise about the solution made them more creative
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for writing. They built a very positive interpersonal interaction. So they had equal

rofe, had respect for each other. And also they were committed to their work."

Almost the similar thing happened in each Panasom workshops although they
did not know about that. The spontaneity and the interpersonal relationship helped them
to finding their identity in the society and community felling as well. So it was not a
wondering to me when both of the key facilitators started evaluating the process from
late evening and it continued untit midnight at the end of second interpretation workshop

at Panasom in July, 2004. Where | saw that:

The ethnography process becomes a holistic process of development for
researcher and community in the Stringer's book as it developed the talerance o
others view and develop understanding among the students. And | found the tolerance
is natural as a cultural practice to Thai people and the process made it more rationale

and obviously develop understanding among them.

The process appears as a new fradition-breaking process and framewaork for the
learning community of Nakhon Pathom. Because the documentary photography by the
children reflected their culture, society and vision- mission as well. They have the dala
of their reality. So, they can understand their role to develop better and peaceful

society.

Outcomes of the process
1. Each schools students and participant teachers now get a holistic view of the
community resources.
2. The major outcomes of the process is that it develops a new knowledge for
change and a better life.
3. It develops collective consciousness in the community which would be a key

factor for social transformation.
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4. ltis found that this methodology is the basis for rebuilding community collectivity

which empowers community through the education especially in the Thai social

and cultural context,

By the end of the year and the process children, teachers and young scholars
the participants and stakeholders can develop another kind of research and change the
method of teaching in school especially for Wat Nong Sua School. However, the
success of the process therefore lies in a true implementation of mainstreaming this

participatory process in all around Thailand and Asian society.
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