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This research sought to study relations between the process of creation
and consumption of literature in the communities around the Songkhla Lagoon
basin in the age of printing (1929-1960) and social contexts, and to analyze the
socio-economic reflections of the said communities as found in the local verse
literature of the period by means of analysis of literary data and documents, and
through interview of individuals concerned.

Following are the research findings. The process of creation and
consumption of literature as above-mentioned corresponded to social changes.
That is to say. the socio-economic condition of the Songkhla Lagoon basin during
1929-1960 underwent adaptation from a system of sustenance economy to one of
commercial economy. The creation of literary works tock a simifar turn. The
writers who created literary works made themselves known as authors and
showed their right of authorship. For some groups, there were revenues from
publication of their works. The manners of consumption of literary works involved
reading, listening to verse chanting, and shadow-play performance. The verse

literature of this period was publicized through publishing for sale and for

distribution on various occasions, as well as through rituals and forms of

entertainment. This caused the literature to be more widely known than the

literature of old. The literary works of romantic and moralizing categories

composed by folk writers proved more popular than those penned by monks and

intellectuals, possibly because of more entertaining vaiue of the former, whose
chief benefit came from its use as chanting books and for shadow-play

performance that very well served as folk media of entertainment.

In terms of socio-economic reflections, it was found that the local literary

ks as referred 10 above clearly reflected the socio-economic changes in the
worl

mmunities of nce farming, gardening, and dry-land farming in two ways. First, it
co

the change from a system of sustenance economy to commercial economy
was the

hat dually took place in hamlet communities and took an evident turn from the
that gra

de of 1947's onward. Second, efforts by the state are reflected for control of
decade O .

k]
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production factors and community products through inculcation of capitalistic
socio-economic ideas via literary works by new intellectuals and monks educated
in éangkok. Therefore, although the whole picture as found was clearly
characterized by sustenance socio-economy, a trend of the change to come can
easily be detected. The literary works composed and published during 1948-
1960 reflected more clearly the involvement of the state in controlling production
factors and products. Writers had an increasingly important role of disseminating
and cultivating ideas and values in harmony with capitalism. As most folk poets'
background originated with monastery schooling, the value of merit and goodness
based on the Buddhist religious precepts had enough restraining power for

society to keep peace. The teachings about the pursuit of wealth were still

dominated by a Buddhist merit base.
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