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Research Title: Thailand’s Foreign Language Teaching

Policies from the Sukhothai Period to the Present
Researchers: Methawee Yutthapongthada
Institute: Kasetsart University
Year: 2006

Abstract

“Thailand’s Foreign Language Teaching Policies from the
Sukhothai Period to the Present” is a documentary research. It aims to
trace the foreign language policies as well as to study the factors behind
these policies from the Sukhothai period to the present. It also aims to
study the development of the policies. It is hoped that the research
portrayed Thailand’s foreign language teaching policies which, in tern,
can be used as the source of data for Thailand’s foreign language teaching
policy planning in the future. The findings reveal that Thailand’s foreign
language teaching started in the Sukhothai period. Foreign language
teaching policies were specified according to several factors: social,
political, religious conditions or national leaders. Therefore, the policy
specifications of each period were likely to vary in accordance with the
social conditions in each period. However, since the reign of King Rama
IV, Thailand’s most important language has been English, which was
taught at different levels in different reigns. As for other foreign
languages, it was evident that the policies varied according to the specific
periods. At present, Thailand, with no political problems and national
stability, gives much attention to foreign languages and has various
foreign language teaching policies. The key factors of the policies are

globalization and competitions in the global arena.
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