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Abstract

This is the synthesized work of 7 research projects under the program “Research
& Development of Community Empowerment in Lower Isan™. Its goal is to discover and
develop community power from different ecological geography in local community
management through research so as to encourage awareness and social movement in
“knowledge” and “wisdom” of Southern Isan communities. Therefore those communities
can utilize their own knowledge and wisdom in problem solving which proudly paves
their way to self-reliance. Furthermore, the research is aimed to provide the government
recommendations in making policies and enforcing laws which are appropriate for the
specific region in order to foster community power.

The research methodology had employed mixed approaches consisting of both
qualitative and quantitative methods. The methodology focused on community history
and change in natural resource utilization in different ecological geography.

The systhesis of the program reveals that there are ranges of ethnicities (i.e. Thai-
Lao, Thai-Khmer, Thai-Kuy, Kula, Yuan (or Vietnamese), Bru (or Kha), Yoy, Kur, Nyah
Kur (Chao Bon) Pakistani, Chinese, etc.) in Southen Isan living in different ecological
geography. Different ethnic groups and ecological geography mean the diversities of
lifestyles and cultures which have become the richness of local wisdom and cultures in
Southern Isan.

Besides, the research discovers that living in different ecological geography
resulting in knowledge accumulation which later on has developed into variety of local
wisdom. This local wisdom is the real community power. The knowledge and
experiences have been inherited from one generation to another. However, some local
wisdom has been neglected since socio-economic system has changed and the local
people have to adjust themselves to the new environment. For example, of all religious
ceremonies in 12 months so called “Heat Sib Song”, only some still exist. Nevertheless,
there are still power of wisdom, power of local collective consciousness, and power of
network which is a new mechanism for collaborative work in Southern Isan Region
leading to power in negotiation, power in collective thinking, power in collective decision
making, power in collective action, and power in collective wisdom.

Keywords: community history, participation, ecological Geography, community
empowerment, reproduction, rehabilitation and community culture





