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Abstract

The political, social and cultural developments in Japan, China and Korea have long
been intertwined. The three nations have enjoyed good relationship; however, there were
times when the relations turned hostile. As amatter of fact, co-operations and conflicts have
marked the course of relations among them. The strained relationship is apparently attributed
to historical disputesi.e. when the Japanese troops were dispatched to seize part of Chinese
territory and colonize Korea. Despite the fact that the war ended sixty years ago, Chinese and
Koreans still harbor grudge against war atrocities inflicted on them. War-related issues have
often been raised whenever there are incidents pertaining to controversial Y asukuni Shrine,
war criminals, comfort women and rights to occupy territories.

The aim of this research is to explain why hatred and prejudice for Japan still  run
deep among Chinese and Koreans. The study is based on the role of war museums, which
serve as ingtitutes to disseminate knowledge and attitudes toward the wars. The study has
found that the museums in those countries present different perspectives and conflicting data.
While the museums in China and Korea attach significance to the Japanese invasion, those in
Japan simply gloss over the incident. In fact, two-thirds of museums in Japan focus on the
Asia-Pacific War and the US attacks during wartime. Thus, it is out of self interest when one
of the nations presents facts and viewpoints on the wars.

The museums display the dark side of their rivals through the exhibitions.
Furthermore, their manners of presentation put a specia emphasis on war brutalities and
valor of their warriors through repeated use of personal stories, publications, mass media,
objectsand other structures. The techniques are also used to mark the “great events’

Factual knowledge and perceptions of the audience are greatly influenced by those
exhibitions. War tragedy which is presented through special means and via modern
technology can arouse admiration for their ancestors' heroism and simultaneously provoke
hatred for war aggressors. Both sentiments, having trandlated into a deep-rooted and indelible
sense of patriotism, are the national psyche which underlies the ongoing disputes these days.

Thailand has by no means been involved in those conflicts. Nevertheless, the lessons
learned in this research can be of great benefit for :

1. Foreign policy: Mapping out strategy based on what we have learned from them.

Thailand, Japan, China and Korea have had both bilateral and multilateral
relationships. For Thailand, insight into interrelations among those three nations will help us
decide on the course of action when it comes to foreign policy.

2. Museum management: Managing museums by adopting their techniques

In this study, nine museums in those three countries use modern “techniques’ and
“means of presentation”, which prove very efficient. For museums in Thailand to become
interesting and their exhibitions to be able to empower visitors, the same methods should be
applied. Moreover, what is remarkable about those museums is that they are well-equipped,
which makes them ready to play an important role in educational development. For example,
their young people are encouraged to learn through the use of modern technology and
facilities available in the museums. Meanwhile, a network of cooperation between the
museums and educational institutes has been established and well recognized.
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