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Abstract
Project Code : PDC5410005
Project Title : The Coordination Center for the research project on “Towns and
Borderland Management” Project (Phase 2): Migrant Workers
Director of the project : Dr.Sopee Untaya
E-mail Address : d.sopee@yahoo.com

Project Duration : 5 July 2011 — 4 October 2012

The Coordination Center for the research project on “Towns and Borderland
Management” Project (Phase 2): Migrant Workers is under the cooperation of the Office of the
Thailand Research Fund (TRF) in association with the Program on National Policy and
Transnational Relations (Divisionl) and Faculty of Humanities | and Social Sciences
Mahasarakham University, which has initiated and funded a set of research projects under the
theme “Towns and Borderland Management’ Project (Phase 2): Migrant Workers. During July
2011 — October 2012, seven research projects were conducted and could be classified 1)
Employment process of Lao migrant workers in the industry sector. 2) Community management
and migrant adaptation on the border area of Mukdahan Province. 3) Tradition Checkpoint:
system, mechanism and local relation networking in managing migrant workers. 4) Informal
migrant workers: development and management process of migrant workers in the border area of
Surin Provinnce 5) Networking and international remittance transfers: Thai migrants in Vietnam
(Northern region) 6) State-Farmer Conflict in Lao migrant employment policy in the contract
farming system: a case study of BanPang Sub-district, BanPang District, Nakhonpanom Province
and 7)Health management of migrant workers on the Thai-Lao border area: state policy and

response of the civil society in Nongkhai Province

The Cooperation Center has achieved its goal and enabled the researchers to complete
their projects effectively as intended. To reach its goal, the Cooperation Center: (1) cooperated
with researchers, the TRF, and experts and explored the target areas of each research project in
order to make it possible for operation according to the research time frame and plan. It also
prepared related documents and made arrangements with all parties; (2) empowered the
researchers by preparing the information sources such as books, research articles, and documents
related to the topics they had been working on and organizing the meeting for the follow-up

sessions for a research progress report as well as the research training workshop for developing



all steps of the research such as formulating ideas for research frames, collecting data, analyzing
data, and writing up a research report which was under a careful supervision of experts inside and
outside the research sites; (3) encouraged the dissemination of the research results by supporting
their presentations of 7 research projects at national conferences and getting their research articles
published with academic journals; (4) put all findings as a new body of knowledge into practice
and policy determination by arranging the meeting with other organizations and related agencies;
and (5) encouraged the expansion of research findings to faculty members from various faculties
in Mahasarakham University who are interested in the research related to policy and international
relations by setting up a meeting to enhance the understanding and feasibility of the research
proposals in relation to a wide range of research topics such as environment in the neighboring
countries, land rights through legal avoidance, border trading and cross-border workers, public
policy with cross-border, human trafficking, capital flows, and border markets.

According to operations of the Coordination Center, suggestions made to the Program on
National Policy and Transnational Relations (Division1) are as follows: (1) it is useful and helpful
for novice researchers, who would like to build a teamwork for establishing a set of research
projects as well as to construct and exchange knowledge, to work under the operations of the
Coordination Center. To complete a process, the knowledge gained from the set of research
projects should be synthesized and applied to comprehensive proposals of the policy; and (2) the
meeting among researchers and experts as a stage for knowledge management from time to time

is necessary for developing the research quality.
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