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Abstract

Disputes occurred between Thailand and Cambodia at Sri Sa Ket border are not only
military conflicts but other encounters can also be recognized through the state
regulations of border land use by which the state claims the use of the border areas
for preserving natural resources and generating public benefit. The state’s policy of
changing the battlefield to the trading zone leads Sri Sa Ket province to be the trading
linkage between Thailand and Cambodia. The tensions between the state’s security
regulation and the free trading zone policy manifold the land use conflicts within Sri
Sa Ket province. Therefore, the state, private sector, and villagers become competing
agencies who fight over the border land use. In terms of the state, the nation declares
the border areas as the state’s buffer zone and later become the major land occupier.
Meanwhile, the private sector also engages as investors so they invest, make profit and
hoard the border land. At the same time, the villagers invade into the preserved forest
in order to use and claim the land from the state. Among the confrontations over the
border land use, the villagers tend to maintain their ownership over the land. However,
the villagers who do not own the land cannot practically access the land thus they do
not equally acquire economic opportunity like other local people can achieve. Such
serious encounters should lead to a more practical land use policy which bases on
accessibility right of the local people. The policy should allow participatory land
management and enable improvement of the land ownership which is more
corresponding with the local contexts. In addition, the local economic development
should also highlight social justice in the economic plans. Thus the local people can
practically access the land use, equally acquire social and political justice, and

meanwhile achieve even-handed economic opportunity.



