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Background

The history of media begins with the invention of the movable-type
printing press by Johannes Gutenberg, who introduced modern book printing.
His major work, the Latin Bible, was the first book ever printed in 1455
(Lehmann-Haupt, 2015). His invention brought about improvements in book
production and later the revolution in Europe (McLuhan, 1962). Afterwards,
there was development in many media such as photography, the invention of
the typewriter, the discovery of the telegraph and the creation of radio and
television. The innovation brings changes and evolution into the media
industry. In 1980, the media industry experienced a breakthrough change
with the emergence of the computer and the application of computer
programmes in media production. Nowadays, combined with the Internet and
computers, digital media has become a new phenomenon that causes
disruption not only in the media industry, but also in wider society and

culture.

In the past, Thai people kept records by using palm leaves. The palm
leaves had been used to pass on knowledge and historical wisdom for years.
In1844, Dan Beach Bradley, an American Protestant missionary, established
the first newspaper in Siam (Thailand) named the Bangkok Recorder.

Newspapers can be considered as the first Thai media. Later, a variety of
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media developed in Thai society. “Media is the plural for the English word
medium” (Stanoevska-Slabeva, 2001, p.3). The most cited quote of the word
media is provided by McLuhan (1964, p.9) who stated that the “media is the
message”. Against the background of McLuhan’s definition, Rodman (2006)
defined media as printed media (e.g. books, magazines and newspapers),
mass media (e.qg. television and radio) digital media (e.g. Internet) and
entertainment media (e.q. films). His proposed definition indicates that media
seem to be considered as communication channels. According to Oxford
Dictionaries (Oxford University Press, 2015), the media is defined as “the
main means of mass communication (broadcasting, publishing, and the
Internet) regarded collectively”. Given the different types of media, they
involve many businesses and industries showing a significant impact on the

economy and society.

Isentia’s research (2015) demonstrated that there are 18 daily mass-
circulation newspapers, 400 magazines, 520 radio stations (AM and FM
stations), 7,000 community radio stations, 6 free view television stations, 125
digital television stations and the Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) service.
The information illustrates that Thailand has a well-developed media industry.
The traditional media and new media offer opportunities to various business
sectors in order to reach potential customers and new audiences. In addition,
the media provide more choices of communication and information devices for
Thai people. At present, there are approximately 17 million people in Thailand
who use the Internet reqgularly. Out of 17 million Thai people, there are 14
million who regularly use Facebook. The population of Thailand is 67 million
people, and there are 70 million mobile phones in the country. This shows the

vital role of the media sector in Thailand. The report by Statista (2015) shown
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below confirms that the media sector in Thailand has been growing and it is

one of the promising areas of study.

Figure 1: Value of the entertainment and media market in Thailand
from 2008 to 2017 (in billion U.S. dollars)
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Adapted from Statista (2015)

The value of the entertainment and media market shown in Figure 1
demonstrates that the market has been growing since 2008. It should be
noted that the value from 2012 to 2014 was increased by around 1 billion
U.S. dollars per year. In 2017, it is forecasted that the value of the market
will be 14.79 billion U.S. dollars. The trend of the market has become
essential since companies may expect benefits from this change. Moreover,
the growing market may contribute immensely to the Thai economy in terms

of job creation, payment of taxes and other economic contributions. It is also
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necessary to study the media and its influences on the economy in pursuit of
understanding the positive and negative effects that can cause the economy
to fluctuate. Studying the media and its impacts on society is also as critical
as its effects on the economy because the media directly and indirectly affect
how people or audiences think and behave according to the received
messages. This is in agreement with the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission or NBTC report (2013) that the media is
considered as a mirror reflecting society. It is the tool that plays a significant
role in developing values, attitudes, and perceptions of people in the society.
It also affects the development of national identity. NBTC also informed that
how the media distribute the information has an effect on societalbehaviour.
Given that the influences of the media can possibly change societies of the
world, one of its effects is cultural change. The idea that media power causes
cultural changes and changes in society in both conscious and unconscious
ways is not new. ‘Thainess’ (Kaosa-ard, 2013), the land of the smile,
courtesy, culture, tradition, custom, architecture and art, has been developed
by Thai socialization. Any changes in Thainess resulting from the effect of the
media need to be of concern and investigated to sustain the identity of
Thailand.

Print media, radio, television, Internet and social networks are common
types of media (Price, 2010). Thus, not only can media currently reach large
masses of people in both urban and rural areas, but it can also approach the
audience individually through many devices. Since the media has become a
part of society and people’s daily life, its impacts may create fast and
dramatically transformation of the society. What we had in the past may

disappear or no longer be in use (Noisetthee, 2010) such as the telegraph.
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The most noticeable change resulting from the effect of the media is the
mobile phone, which is now the essential device for daily life. Mobile phones
have changed the communication and interaction of people in society. This
includes the communication/interaction between two people; among groups of
people; within the family; and in organizations. But it can have a negative
impact through distraction. Consequently, it may lead to dependence
syndrome or nomophobia (King et al., 2010). In Thailand, it creates a new
phenomenon called social ignoreism (Samneng, 2015). One of the negative
outcomes of social ignoreism is the individual’s lack of interaction with the
people around them. Furthermore, media affect how the audiences make
their decisions. It can direct or guide the attitudes of people in a certain way.
Nonetheless, the media influence has given people a platform to voice our
views and share information. It facilitates communication and provides people
with convenient ways to reach large groups of people. Undoubtedly, media

has proved to be useful.

Based on the positive and negative impacts of the media on both the
economy and society, it has prompted the exploration of the socioeconomic
aspects of the media. Making use of the media productively requires a
thorough understanding of its economic and social dimensions. Hence, it is
crucial to study the socioeconomic aspects of the media in Thailand. Print
media is the oldest forms of mass communication, which includes newspaper,
magazine and book. In spite of the technological advancements, the World
Association of Newspapers suggests that one billion people in the world read
a newspaper every day (Vossos, 2016). It should be noted that both
newspapers and magazines are usually published periodically. Both are also

portable offering customers convenient to buy and read anytime. In addition,
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newspaper and magazines offer unique advertising capabilities allowing the
advertisers to target timely messages (MRl Dublebase, 2010). Based on their
similarities, this paper focuses on two types of print media, newspaper and
magazine. The period of study in the socioeconomic aspects of the print

media starts from 1844 to the present time.
Newspaper
a. History and development of Thai newspaper

Based on Chongkittavorn’s work (2003) and Wongrujira’s research,

(2008), they described the history of print media in Thailand as follows:

In 1835, Christian missionaries introduced the first printing press to
Thailand (Chongkittavorn, 2003). Later, in 1844, the first newspaper in
Thailand was published, The Bangkok Recorder by Dr. Dan Beach
Bradley (Wongrujira, 2008), and ceased in 1867 (shown in Figure 2).
Fifteen years later, the royal publication, Ratchaitja or Royal Gazette,
founded in 1858 by King Mongkut (Rama V), was the official means
for acts, ministerial proclamations, and public announcements of newly
promulgated laws (Daradirek, 2000; Chongkittavorn, 2003, p. 255). At
the time, the newspaper’s readerships were limited to people who
were well educated, such as high-ranking state officials, royal family
members and foreigners. During the King Chulalongkorn (Rama V)
period (1869 - 1910), the publication of the newspaper was increased
in order to protect the country from Western colonialism (Wongrujira,
2008). As the publication and consumption of the newspaper were

increased, there were not only Thai newspapers but also English and
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Chinese newspapers offered in the market. The daily newspaper was

introduced in 1910 during King Vajiravudh’s era (Chongittayorn, 2003).

Figure 2: The first Thai Newspaper — Bangkok Recorder
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Today, Thailand has 25 national newspapers and 80 private
commercial newspapers (Public Relations Department, Thailand, 2002). The
total daily circulation is 2,729,060 and 300,000 tons of news print are
consumed per year. Additionally, there are approximately 5,000 employees
working in the newspaper organizations (the Reporters and Newspapers
Association of Thailand, 2000). The industry is worth 17,752 million baht or
0.08 percent of GDP (2005).

Studies on newspaper involve a wide range of areas. The studies
include newspaper coverage (e.qg. Birz and Lott, 2008; Trumbo, 2012); the
effects of newspaper on human behaviour (e.qg. York and Scholl, 2015; York
and Scholl, 2015); and social medial related topics/online newspaper (e.q.
Hong, 2012; Benson et al., 2012). In Thailand, there are also a variety of
studies on newspaper. Much research on newspaper content analysis and

customers’ attitudes has been conducted in Thailand (e.g. Khabune, 2014).
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Indeed, research focusing on newspaper can be divided into three groups:
newspaper’s content related work, the impacts of newspaper on human
behavior in terms of actions or attitudes, and the emerging of social media

and its effects on the newspaper.

Information based on Thai Journalists Association (2009) demonstrates
that the history and development of the newspaper in Thailand can be
divided into 5 eras: missionary period, royal court period, politic period,
business period and reformation period. Each era indicates different impacts of

the newspaper on Thai economy and society.

The beginning of newspaper in Thailand was established in 1806 by
foreigner missionary. According to Suwangbutra’s work on Bangkok Recorder
(2013), the newspaper initially seemed to have no or slight significant effects
on Thai economy. Bangkok Recorder’s price was 1 baht per year, or 1 fueng
(an ancient Thai coin) per page. The price of Bangkok Recorder was very
expensive when comparing to currency value during King Nangklao or King
Rama IlI’s reign. The payment could be made anytime; nonetheless, the
number of readership was low. To solve the problem, Dr. Bradley, founder of
the Bangkok Recorder, reduced the price from 1 baht to 1 salueng (2 fueng =
1 salueng). Government official and monks with clerical title could get the
newspaper for free. Nonetheless, Bangkok Recorder had financial deficit
problem. Later, the printing press was closed. There were 16 papers
published within 1 year and 4 months. In 1864, the printing press was re-
opened. There were 24 papers published during the reign of King Mongkut or
King Rama 4 (Tabwong, 2005). Even though the Bangkok Recorder published
40 papers within short period, it kept Thai people updated about world news.

Thais also gained scientific and medical knowledge. In addition, it equipped
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aristocracy with news and knowledge necessity for the emerging modernized
world, which played critical part in Thai society at the time. It should be
pointed out that the newspaper reached limit viewers/readers, upper class.
Common people had no chance to reach the knowledge or news distributed
by the Bangkok Recorder. Nevertheless, the newspaper reported the news
that could possibly be considered as committing criminal case at times. It was
criticised that the information and contents were exaggerated and regarded
as slander. Later, Bangkok Recorder was closed down as a result of suffering

from unprofitability.

The second era of newspaper in Thailand started from 1804 to 1932
(King Rama 4 to King Rama 7), named royal court period. During this period,
the royal court involved the operation and information published in the
newspaper. King Rama 4’s articles, both Thai and English versions, had been
published in Bangkok Recorder from time to time. Newspaper was used as
the communication channel to inform Thai history and traditions as well as to
develop foreign relation. Once the royal court established Thai printing press,
the government gazette was published and distributed in order to defend the
invasion of the Western. In the reign of King Rama 5, the roles and scopes of
the newspaper were still limited as the medium informing history, art, culture
and government-related stories. Until lately period of King Rama 5, middle
class or common people launched Siam, a newspaper in 1897. The
newspaper became very popular even though it was at risk of loss due to
making low income from the advertisement. Many printing presses were
found during the King Rama 4’s and King Rama 5’s periods such as Siam
Weekly Monitor (1867), Bangkok Daily Advertiser (1868) and Darunowat

(1874), the first Thai printing press. The emergence of Thai newspaper raised
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awareness of information and its important roles in the society such as
knowledge transfer because of the evolution of sciences derived from Western
countries. However, the impacts of the newspaper on Thai economy may not

be significant in terms of generating income or wealth.

The roles of the newspaper towards Thai economy and society had
been changed in the reign of King Rama 6. In 1921, the Compulsory
Elementary Education Act was proclaimed. Furthermore, he raised
Chulalongkorn University, the first university in Thailand. During his period,
the newspaper reached great number of public. There were Thai, English and
Chinese languages newspapers offered in the market. This reflects the
prosperous of press industry in Thailand. The information regarding the value
of press industry during King Rama 6’s era was scarce; however, variety of
newspaper and their freedom in criticising politics, society and standard of
living illustrate the critical position of newspaper in Thai economy and society.
Unfortunately, the economic problems caused by World War | brought about
the great depression implying that the press industry possibly had a difficult

time.

Before the revolution of 1932, the newspaper industry had been
developing by launching many printing media and registering newspaper
companies. The freedom of information reports or news was increased to its
highest level. Nevertheless, the press seemed to cross the line and generates
unethical crisis. The era of politics influencing the press was between 1932
and 1992. During the early period, the politics played important roles in the
information reported by the press. The government power overruled the
journalists. Later, the newspaper was one of the tools used for boosting the

economy during the politics crisis such as the popular uprising of 14 October
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1973 and 6 October 1977. The journalists, however, tried to reclaim their
freedom in reporting the information and news. After the politics crisis, Thai
economy was prosperous. Regrettably, the flourishing economy led to highly
corruption. Thus, the newspaper applied investigation styles to report the
information and news resulting in politics crisis in Thailand called Black May
1992. During this period, the newspapers generated intense impacts on both
Thai economy and society. It can be used to stimulate economic growth. Its

reports can gradually lead to actions in the society such as protest.

The end of the violence leads to the recovery of the newspaper
industry. The economic and political newspapers had been launched into the
market. The press council was established in 1997, and this era was a golden
age of the newspaper. Then, the sections of the 1997 Constitution relating
directly to mass media and freedom of expression are Sections 37, 39, 40
and 41. This causes the revolution of the newspaper. It can be now
investigated by many organisations including the readers. The Thai journalists

association aims to improve faith and trust of the press.
b. Types of Thai newspaper and industry

According to PR Newswire (2012), there are two main types of
newspaper available in Thailand: Thai-language newspaper and foreign-
language newspaper. Furthermore, PR Newswire’s paper (2012) shows that
Thai-language newspaper can be divided into two groups. The first group
called mass-circulation newspaper providing public with a variety of contents
ranging from politic to entertainment news. Another group is specialized
newspaper focusing on a particular area of interest such as business, sports

or entertainment. Indeed, newspaper can be categorized by periodical or
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publication. Newspaper might publish daily or weekly as shown in Table 1 and
Table 2.

Table 1: List of Thai-language newspaper

snreFontTedoRnun AMnunaan

1 NFUNNGIAD Tedu

2 Y1ER SI89U

3 AG1IVU ERtel?

a AUTRAN S8IU

5 FIULATYFZN 378 3-4 Ju
6 mamﬁaﬁjﬁ'«a sredUa U
7 watad 97U

8 U S89U

9 Tnelwad 97U

10 Tnesy s8TU

11 sudugadUAR snedUanni
12 LU S8TU

13 Usgvv1RgINa 578 3-4 Ju
14 Tnadnind 97U

15 HURUVU SI89U

15 uFvugaFUA sedUA
16 Tan3uil s9TU

17 @nsvenines s TU

18 dUuAWA S8IU

19 A81UTIN sredUa
20 AUNUTY 197U

21 aunusgFuaniiansal [sneduani
22 LEuneTne sretdnd

Table 2: List of English-language newspaper

edomisdefun fnuneen
Asia news time 387U
Bangkokpost 3187U
The Nation 87U
Juana 187U
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Thailand has a variety of newspaper including provincial/ local/ community
newspaper. The provincial press association of Thailand demonstrates that
there are 446 provincial newspapers in 67 provinces. This is consistent with
PwC (2013) reporting that newspaper industry in Thailand has a diverse and
competitive business. The industry is expected further growth. Newspaper
advertising expenditure had grown from 20,047 million baht in 2012 to 21,400
in 2014. Circulation is forecasted to increase from 7.9 million in 2012 to 9.8
million in 2017 (Ibid, 2013). Table 3 presents most-popular Thai newspapers

by number of copies as shown below.

Table 3: Most-popular Thai newspapers by number of copies

Newspaper Circulation
Thai Rath 1,000,000
Matichon 950,000
Khao Sod 950,000
Kom Chad Luek 900,000
Siam Rath 900,000
Daily News 850,000
Naew Na 600,000
Ban Muang 600,000
Thai Post 450,000

Source: FHUNNIRFDALANTIR F1E9IUFITITNITE IR NDUDILSLUINGT W6, 2554
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c. Definition and the impacts of newspaper on Thai society

Press Registration Act BE. 2550(2007) indicates the definition of
newspaper that “newspaper means printing called newspaper issued
periodically with or without specific period of time. This includes magazines,
journals or printing documents named newspaper likewise”. Based on this
definition, any papers called newspaper either published regularly or
otherwise should be considered as newspaper. Thus, this research focuses on
nationwide newspaper issued on regular basis and occasionally such as

monthly.

Newspaper is one of the communication tools of the society providing
information indifferent fields such as education, business, or law, to citizens.
Hence, newspaper plays an important role in the society, and has critical
impacts on society. The impacts can be classified into four types (noslu no9
L‘Uﬂﬁ, 2527: 341). The first impact involves public attitudes. Articles or
contents in the newspaper can affect people’s attitudes. They are likely to
change people’s thoughts or opinions in a certain way. Secondly, newspaper
is likely to influence public morals depending on the contents and presenting
methods. For instance, in the case that the newspaper mainly focuses on crime
news or obscene-related news, and continuously publishes inappropriate
pictures, these are to a certain extent sensitive to public perception and
morals. On the other hand, news praising the efforts people put into social
welfare or creativity may encourage people to create a better society.
Furthermore, newspaper can affect people’s taste or preference. Readers
may change their preference by learning from language, presentation,
pictures, advertisements and contents shown in the newspaper. In addition,

newspaper is likely to have impact on people’s standard of living. The
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newspaper is a source of information educating people by publishing critique

articles.

During missionary period, the impacts of newspaper on Thai society
were limited within elite group. The main contribution of the newspaper
during this period is to keep people updated about world news and provide
people knowledge in scientific news. It was considered as a breakthrough
communication tool for Thai society; nevertheless, the influence did not
generate a big impact to the society. There is no significant difference
between missionary period and royal court period. However, it was the first
time in Thailand that the newspaper was published and issued by Thai
people. The purpose of the newspaper is to provide information focusing on
official and royal-related news. Since the newspaper was under control of
bureaucracy and royal court, the contents were information relating royal
court and governor. The number of readers was also limited. They were elite
group and officers. Therefore, the newspaper seemed to have less important
effects on the society during royal court period. Nonetheless, the introduction
of Wachirayanin 1882 and Wachirayanwised in 1884 (5v1 n3wd3ang, 2552)
demonstrate changing roles of newspaper as their contents offered not only
news but also history, literature, poetry, customs and practices. This reflects
entertainment role of the newspaper in Thai society showing slightly changes
of the newspaper’s content and its initial position as information dissemination

channel.

One of the biggest impacts of the newspaper on Thai society is its
influence on politics. The beginning of politic period arose in the period of King
Rama 6, and was reinforced in King Rama 7’s era. During this period, the

newspaper reached numerous groups of people. Furthermore, opinions on
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politics were fairly acceptable stimulating Thais to be interested in politic
news. This can be considered as the starting point of freedom of the press in
Thailand. The press freedom blossomed through daily and weekly
newspapers. Caricatures and political cartoons should be considered as one of
the illustrations of press freedom especially during the period 1922 and 1932.
They were claimed to be the representative of public opinion demanding for
changes in political system (ARTLINY FATENUETT, 2014). In spite of gaining
freedom of expression, the press was controlled under the Press control Act
1922. In addition, the post- Siamese Revolution of 1932, there were two
more Printing Acts, the Printing Act B.E. 2476 and the Printing Act B.E. 2484,
to organize the liberty of newspaper to present news and express their
opinions. Thai Law seeking to control news or opinion expression reflects
critical role and impact of the newspaper on the public. The nearly three
years between 14 October 1973 and 6 October 1976 were the last turning
point of the newspaper during politic period. Three years of expression
freedom were ended by the Military coups. After 1980, the expansion of
press industry stimulated advertising industrial growth called business period.
The newspaper seemed to be transformed from information channel to be
high-valued industry composing various categories of the newspapers. Due to
the intensity of competition, advertising is the main source of income of the
newspaper. During this period, the impact of the newspaper does not only
affect the society in terms of opinion influencer, but play vital part in Thai
economy as well. The last period, reformation period, started from 1990 to
the present. New technologies, changing of public’s behaviour and Thai
financial crisis 1997 bring about transformation in the newspaper. The

newspaper business was turned to trade on the stock exchange of Thailand.
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The size of business had been increased dramatically. The role of the
newspaper primarily focuses on reporting news. However, the freedom of the
expression was improved so that the contents include issues concerned by
the public such as transparency and governance of private and public sectors.
The new challenge of the newspaper nowadays is the emergence of the
internet. Online news is a new threat of the survival of paper-based
newspapers. It is a new platform of newspaper’s business, which will later
cause a big change in newspaper’s roles and its impact on the society. The
newspaper may need to consider reforming its business in order to continue

its operation in the digital era.
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