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Abstract

Thai panel data for economic and social research project supports the
Townsend Thai data to ensure the continuity of the longest household panel
database in Thailand, which can potentially generate a large amount of research that
will enhance our knowledge and understanding about rural Thai economy. The first
phase of project consists of 5 separate but related projects, including “Household
Panel Data for Socio-Economic Research”, “Household Financial Account Data for
Socio-Economic Research”, “Occupational Choice, Financial Frictions, and Trade
across Thai Villages Research”, “Poverty Dynamics in Rural Thailand Research” and
“Constructing a Panel Data from the Labor Force Survey of Thailand Research”.

This project aims to encourage and motivate Thai researchers to study
economic and social issues using this long household panel data. In addition, it will
build a network of Thai and foreign researchers, who use the Thai Townsend data
extensively. These activities should help broaden our knowledge about economic
and social issues of Thai households. Finally, the project will enable the
policymakers to design effective policies based on high-quality empirical research

generated from this dataset.
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