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Today the world has chosen openness and cooperation instead of
uncertainty and conflict.

Peter Sutherland, GATT director-general
Geneva, December 15, 1993
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2. NSDUAINNAR

The Farm War was not fought with precision guided weapons. The EC
and the USA may have been mad with each other, but the damage
caused by their fight was often felt more by others. In the first
instance, the battleground was developing countries.

Robert Wolfe
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[W]e have always said that we wanted an agriculture which extends over all our territory, with farmers
having a true economic activity and whose social value would at last be recognised. For that to happen
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we need another policy than that dictated by a GATT inspired by free market ideology which sanctions
the supremacy of the strongest and best placed. ... This other policy must be based on an altemative way
of distributing public aid. ... Equity demands that one does not treat everyone in the same way. The
maintenance of farming throuﬂ:out France will only be achieved on this basis. Our government, which
has made the upkeep of the countryside its flagship policy, must understand this. (Quoted in: National
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It also seems important to me to bridge the widening &P between states and companies by making the
GATT/WTO mechanisms directly accessible to companies and not only to govemments. In an era where
a growing number of companies represent not only national, but global mterests as well, it no longer
makes sense to limit direct access to GATT/WTO procedures only to national govemments. Direct ac-
cess to companies must be created to promote free trade and to force purely nstional and often protec-
tionist tendencies into the background. (Ungphakom 1994)
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AssYil 1929=100

FARUAMINIR iSanmunisalan FmAUMA USnounmsAn
WANGAATUNTTA WRANRAUTNSSA

fan

1930 871 93.0 940 88.0
1931 67.7 85.5 78.0 76.0
1932 524 74.6 64.0 59.0
1933 46.7 75.4 56.0 61.0
1937 475 96.8 52.0 86.0

757 Dombusch and Franke! (1987: 82) AmuLlas47n F Hilgerdt Industrialisation and Foreign Trade, Geneva:

League of Nations, 1945
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3. Mluteliunas

Havana will certainly be the most important international economic
conference that has ever been held in the history of the world.

Will Clayton, deputy US secretary of state,
November 17, 1947
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The political reality is that backward steps are as probable as forward
sleps.

Geoff Millar

senior Australian agriculture official, 1987
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Against this historical background, the United States should .not .be surprised when other cou_ntries, i_n
the face of similar economic and social problems, have bem inspired to some_cw'ctem by American agri-
cultural and trade policy to develop similar agricultural instruments and policies. (Guth and Pankopf

1994: 250)
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27 Wolfe (1995: 2):

The resulting inter-state conflict merits being called a war. The Farm War is fought over domestic mar-
kets for milk and export markets for wheat; the conflict is driven by fe_ars for social stability and fears
for family farms; and it has cost hundreds of billions of dollars in subsidies to farmers. War on this scale
could have consequences for the intemational system, a traditiona]l concemn of international relations.

The Uruguay Round ... was the ceasefire negotiation.
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