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Abstract

The 20 cases study prove that farmer and local communities have important
roles in conservation, development and utilization of biological resources. The
study conclude 20 cases which cover; 1) biodiversity in Karen rotation
cultivation, 2) diversity of rice varieties in many local communities, 3) diversity
of fruit trees, 4) diversity of edible and medicinal plants, 5) biodiversity in wet
land, 6) biodiversity in fishfolk communities and 7) biodiversity and spiritual
aspect. Although many selected cases reported the negatively affected to
biodiversity by chemical farming, government reconstruction projects and the
expand of industry areas, but most of them clearly show how farmers and local
communities using their task and skill to maintain and recover the country
genetic resources. Supporting local communities to maintain their traditional
way of life, development of sustainable agriculture and cooperation among
local groups for biodicersity conservation, development and utilization will
benefit not only local communities themselves but all Thai people.
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|Mexico 450 1,026 25,000
Indonesia 436 1,531 27,500
Zaire 415 1,096 11,000
Brazil 394 1,635 55,000
China 394 1,244 30,000
Colombia 359 1,695 50,000
Peru 344 1,678 17,121
India 316 1,219 15,000
Venezuela 305 1,296 20,000
Ecuador 302 1,559 18,250
Cameroon 297 874 8,000
Thailand 286 916 8,675
[Malaysia 286 736 15,000
Australia 252 751 15,000
South Africa 247 790 23,000
Panama 218 926 9,000
Papua New Guinea 214 708 10,000
Viet Nam 213 761 7,000
Costa Rica 205 850 11,000
Philippines 153 556 8,000
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