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CONSTITUTION OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND

CHAPTER |

General Provisions

Seetion Lo Pl lned o ambed med fudivisihle Bodneaelion,

Seetion 2, | et addopra o demoeranic vepime of govermmen
i e ot us Head ol the State

Seetion 3, The soverdien pover b decived  lrom the | g
peaple. The King as Hewd of the State sholl exercise sueh power theogli the
Matiormd Assembly, the Counell of Ministers, all Courts anid the relerenchom: (n
Aevordange witl e provisions of this Constitigiog,

Section 4. The Thin people, orespective of thejr nrigine or
rehigrons, shall enjoy equal protection under this Constitutjon

Sectinn 5, Hie provisions of any law, whicl are CORTrAryY 1o or
invonsistent with this Constitution, shall be uneniorecihle.

CHAFPTER 11
The King

Section 6. The King shall ke enthroned in @ position of reverad
worstp and shall not be violated,



Mo porson shall expose the King to any sorl ol sccusation or
acting,

Seetion 7. ‘The King i » Buddhist qnd an upholder of
religeons,

Section 8. The King holds the position of Head of the Thai
Armed [orees.

Section 9. The King has the PrErogalive power f0 creute e
and conler decoratins,

Sectlon 10, The King selects anid sppoints ualified persons us
President of the Privy Couneil angd not mare thay eighteen Privy Coimeillors 1o
constitute the Privy Couneil.

The Privy Council has n cuty o render sueh adviee o e King an
ull maitters pertaloing to 1is functions ag He may condull, aod has other duties
w5 rrovided i this Constitution

Section 1L The selection and appomtment sy owell ax the
Panuval of g Privy Counetllor shall depend antirely upan the King's pleasure.

The Presidemt of Uie National Assemlbly ghal) eottersign the
Roval Commnnd appomting or removing the President of il Privy Council

Ihe President of the Privy Counell shall countersien thie Rovil
Command appointing o temoving other Prvy Couneillors,

Section 12. A Privy Counvillir shall ol be w judge of he
Constititional  Court, Senator, member ol the House of Hepresontatives
goviernment olficil holdiig o permanienn position or receiving n siduey, official
ol o St enlerprise, or member or sfficlal of w political party, s muost o7
muanttest [ovalty [ any political party.

Section 13, Before 1akmg office, o Privy Councillor niigt make
i stilemn declaration before thie King in the following words:-

“1 {rame of the declarer), do solemnly declare that 1 will be loval
Lo His Majesty the Kingand will faithfully perform my dities inthe interests of
the country and ol the peaple. | will also uphold and observe the Constifution
ol the Kingdom ol Thailand in every respeel”

Section 14, A Privy Councillor vacates hig or her office upon
death, resipnation or removal by a Roval Command,



Section 15, The appolutment-and removal of oflicials of the
Roval Houschold and the Reoval Chiel” Aide-ge-Camp shall depend enticely
upon the King's plessire. -

Section 16, Whenever the King is ahscar [tom the Kingdom or
usible 1o perlorm His fanctions for any reason whatsowver, He will appoint a
person Kegent, and the President of the Nations| Assembly shall countersipy

the Hoval Command

Seetion 17, In the case where the King does nol appoint
Regent under section 16 or the King 15 unable 10 appoint » esent owin e to His
net beitg s s or any other reason whatsoever, the Privy Council shall
subrit the name of a person suitable o hold the elfice ol Regenl to the
Mational Assembly (or approval, Lipon approval by the Nationul Assembly, (he
Preswdent shall make an announcement, iy the name ot the King, of the
appalatment of such person us Regeni,

During the expiration ol the term of the House of Rupreseniatives
or the dissolution thereol, the Senate shall net s the Nationsl Assembly n
alviing an pppruval unider puragraph one,

scction 18, While there is no Regent dmber sectlon 16 o
section 17, the President of the Privy Colnei! shall be [Regent pro fempor.

In the case where the Regent oppalnted under seétlon 16 or
section 17 s unable (o perform bis or her duties, the President of fhe Privy
Coumeit shall temporarily act as Repem.

While being the Regent under purmgeanh one or weting s Regen
under paragraph two, the President of the Privy Council shall not parform his or
her duties as President of (he Privy Couneil. 1 such case, the Privy Connell
shill select o Privy Councillor to agl lemporarily a5 PMresident of the Privy
Cowtneil

section 19, Defore taking office, the Repsnt wppofnted under
rection 16 or section 17 shall make a solomm declurstion betore the Nationa
Assembly in the following words:

“| (name af the declarer), do solemnly declare that | will he loval
W His Maijesty the King (name of the ling) and will faithiully perform Ty
duties in the interests of the counimy and of the people. 1 will also uphold and
observe the Constitution of the Kimgdom of Thailand in every respect,”

Section 20, Subject o kection 27, the succession L the [hrome
shall b lnaceordance with the Palace Taw on Succession, BE. 2467 and anv
wmondment thercio.



Ihe amendment of the MPalsce Law on Succession, BE. 2467
shall be the prernpative power of the King. At the initative of the King. the
Privy Council shall draft the Palace Law Amendment and shall present it 1o the
King for Tlis eonsideration.  When he has already approved it and pm His
signature therean, the President of the Privy Council shall notify the Prosiden
of Mational Assembly for mforming the National Assembly. The President of
thie Natlonal Assembly shall wontersign e Royal Command, and the Talse

Law Amendment shall bave the [ores of law upon its publication in the
Ciovermimen| Gazelle

Section 21, In the case where the Lhrone becomes vacant and
the King has-ulready sppointed Tis Heir to the Theone uncler the Palace Law on
Succession, B.E. 2467, the Councll o Ministers shall notify the President of the
National Assembly. The President of the National Assembly shall convoke the
National Assembly for ucknowledgement thereol. and the President of the
National Assembly shall invite sueh Heir 10 aseent the Thioe nnd paroe lad
such Hetr King

tn the ease where the 'Thrane becomes vaeant il the King i
notappointed s Heir ander preageaph one, the Privy Coonedl shall submit (e
mame ol lhe Sucgessor 1o the Tirene under geetlon 20 10 he Counell ol
Mlinisters for further sabmission 1o Uie National Assembly for wpproval, For
this purpose, the aume of o Peincess may be submitted Uipon the uppraval of
the Nutional Assembly, the President of the National Assembly shall fnvite such
Suceessor Lo ascend the Throne and proclaim such Suceessin King.

uring the expiration of the term of the House ol Representativey
o the dissolution thereol, the Senate shall uet as the Moo Assembly iy
ncknowledping thie matker under paragraph dne or in givang an approval under
parapuph tia,

Section 22, Tending e privelamation of name of the Nate or
Steessor 10 the Theane unier section 21, the President of the Privy Couneil
shinll be theRegent pro tempore. In the case where the Throne becomes vacant
white the Regent lias been appointed under seelion 16 or seetion 17 or while the
President of the Prive Counedl is seting 48 Regont under seetion [# parngruph
one, such Regent, as the case tay be, shall confinue to be the Ragent until the
proclumation af the name of the Heir or Suctessor o ascend the Lhrone as
King,

ln fhe case whene the Regemt who has been appointed and
cuntinies to be the Regent ander pagagraph one is unable to perform his or her
duties, the President of the Privy Council shall temporarily act s Regent,



in the case where the President of the Privy Council is the Repenl
under paragraph one or tempararily acts as Regent under paragraph two, the
pravistons of section 1R paragraph three shall apply. '

Section 23, In the case where (he Privy Council will have 1o
perform its duties under section 17 o gevtion 31 parsgraph twe, or the
President. of the Privy Couneil will have 10 perform: lis or her duties under
section 18 paragraph one or paragraph two or ségtion 22 paragraph two, wnd
during that time there is no Pregident of the Privy Council or the President of
the Privy Council is unable to perform his or lier duties, the romaining Privy
Councillor shall eleet ope among themselves to uet as President of the Privi
Council vr to performi the duties under section 18 paragraph one or aragrapll
twa or section 22 paragruph three, as the cuse muy be.

CHAPTER 1NN
Righis und Libertios of the Thai Peaple

Section 24, All persons shill enjoy dyhts and libertics syt
10 the provisions of the Constltution,

Kights or fiberties recognised, expressly or by implicaion, by (his
Constitwtion shall be direcily binding on the Natjomal Asgembly and shall be
Ubserved und protected by e Councll of Mindster, the Courts and othet State
TrRanisiims

Seetion 25, [he restrictlon of 0 person's rghts nnd liseities
shill, where permissible under this: Constitution, be mnposed speeinlly Tor sueh
purproses ay determined by this Constitution and only 1o (he extent of necessity,
preovided that the restricton of rights and liberties by law whieh affeets e
essenlial substance of such rights and liberties shall not be mude.

T'he Tow imposing estriction on u person's righiz an iberties shall
be of generul applicatlon, ot be intended o apply. 1o sy partictlar case or
persan and shall also speeily the provisions ol the Constitution muthorising such
restriction.

The provisions of parseraph one and paragraph two shiall also
Appiy 1o the exsrcise of powers by other Stats orpamsations.

Section 26 All persons e equal before the law and shal] enjoy
equal protection urider the law,

Men and women shall snjoy equal of rights,



Discrimination against 3 persom, be it in his or her favour or 1o his
or her prejudice, on (he ground of the difference in SUNES, origins, places of
birth. races. linguages, religious helicts or political views which are noy
contrary to seetion 62 or section 63, shall not he permitted.

Section 27, A person shall enjoy political rights as provided Iy
this Congtimtion

The exercise of political rights shull be In aceordance with this

Constitution and it arganic laws or the demoeratic regime of govermment of
Thatland with the King 1s Head of the Siate:

Section 28, A person shall cnjoy full berly o profess o
religion, a religions soel or eresd and 1o exercise u form of warship in
aceordance with his v her belief: provided that it is not contrary 16 his ar her
civie dutivs and the public order or good morals,

T exerelsing the liberty relerred (o in Prdgraph one, a person s
provecied Lrom pny uer of e Stite which i dervgntory to his or licr rights or
deteimental 1o his or hee due benelits on e praunds of professing o rellgion, o
relliious sect or erecd, or cxercising g form of warship with his or her difleren
et from thin of others,

Seetion 29, Noo porson shull be inflicted  wigy A erimingl
pranisliment wnless be or ahe bas commined an acl which the lhw in foree at the
Hme of cominiasion provided o be an offence and lpesed o pinlshmen
therefor, and the punishment to be inflicred on suel person shall not be fieavier
tn that provided by livwin forceat the tme of the comiission of the oflience.

section 30, An alleged offender or an aceused In eptring)
case shall be presumed Inoeent

Betore te passing of & fingl judgmeén) eonvivling n person ol
b i commitied an offence, such perdon shall et B reated a9 q conviel

An applivation for 4 hail of the alleged olfender or the acoused in
acrimimual are shall have to be gocepted for consideration withoul deétay, nnd an
excessive ball shall not be demanded. The refusal of & ball muse be Based o
the wrounds specifically provided by law; and the alicged oflender ar the
accused shall be inlommed of such grounds withon delay on the swme dav yg the
date ol e applicution.

Lhe right te appeal against g refusal of & bail is protected m
accordance with the law.

A persol being delained or imprisoned has e right W recelve o
visit @z may be appropriate.



[

Section 31, A person shall enjoy the liberty ol his or her person,

| No arrest, detention or scarch al @ person, under any
GICHmslance, may be made except by virtue of the by provided that the
personso-areested or searched shall be notified withour dely
cause topether with reasonable purticulars in
and the detaines has the right to e and consul

v ot the charge or
respect of such arrest or search,
this or her advocute in privare

It making A charge agaimst a person, there must b sullicient
evidence that such person is likaly o have cominitted the affence as i the
L‘!I.urge.

In the gase of detention of a person, the detaince, Public
proseculir or ther person neting in the interest of the detainee has the right 1o
lodge with the Court having criminal jortsdiction a plaimt nlleging that (he
detention Is unlawtul. Upon receipt of such plain, the Court shil] Tortliwith
proveed with an ex parte examination. 10 in the opimion of the Courl, the pluint
presents o prime faele case, the Court shall have the power 10 ordet (e AEET
respaliathle for the ditention W produce the detaines prompily hefore the Cour,
wnd i the person responsible for the detention cunnot satisly the Court (it (he
detentinn i lawlul, the Court shall order an lmmediare refease of e tlitaince

Section 33 [0 o eriminal case, an alloged offender or un
accused t o speady und fale lnguiry or teial,

In the case where the secused |8 detiined Huring the Court trin
andl the Coort has filed o have an order or Judgment within vne vear sy from
the date of the detention, the Court shall order o relense of the agetded with or
withoul bail [n accordnnce with the provistoms of the L,

Section 33, In o celminal case. wn alleged offender or an
necused his the right o receive aid rom the State by providing an advoeate [
aecordance with the provisions ol the law,

lica eivil case, noperson lins the right to receive leeal nid from the
State v aceordance with the provisions of the Jaw.

dection 34. A porson has the right not o make 8 staterment
imetiminating himself o hersell which may result in criminal prosceution being
laken apgainst him or her,

Any statement of 4 person otained [rom tormire, threal, physical
epcrcion, or apy act which causes such statement 1o he mads involuntarily shall
be inadmissibie it evidence

Section 35, 1n the case where any person was inllicted with
craminal punishment by a final judgment, if it appears in the judgment of the



tis:im reviewhing the case tiereaftor thai such person did not commil the allegad
oifence, that person shall be cutitled 1o compensation and to recover af| rights

!l;:aﬂt by virtlie of the judsrment upon the conditions and in the mamer provided
A FL T

Section 36, Foreed labour shall not he mmpased excopt by virns
ol the law specifically enacted for the purpase ol averting imwminent public
vlamity or by virte of the faw which frovides for its imposition during the
timie when the countrey i i & siate of armed confliet or war, or when a Hlate of
smergency or martinl Inw iy declured.

Section 37, A person shall enjoy the Hiberty of dwelling,

. A pecson s protected for his or her peaceiul hubitation {n and
possession of a dwelling place, The ettty into w dwelling place without comsenl

Glits possessur or the seeh thereof shall aot be made exeepl by virue ol the
ity

Bection 38, The propeny nght al’ a person s protected. The
extent and vestretion of such right shall be in aeeordance with the provisions ol
thie low

Ihe suceession is protecred. ‘The right of suseession wi g peerson
shill be in aceardnnee with the provisions of the [iw

seetion 39, The expropriatton of Immovable property shall nol
he mude except by virte of e low specilically enacted for the purpose of
publie mtilivy, notionul define, exploltation of national resources, tow il
country plobming, serienliueal of fndusirial development, land reform, or dither
public mterests, and Lok compensation shall be pald in due time 1o the ovwher
thereol mg will as tw ol the persons iving the riglts thereto, who suffer loss by
such expropriation, as provided by law,

[Tre amount of compeniation under paragraph one shall be falrly
wssessed with due regard 1w the normal price, made of derjusimon, nalure and
sttnation of the mmovalile property, and lose ol the person whose property or
right thereto is exproprinted.

The law an exproprintion of immovable property shall apecily the
purpise of the expropriation and shall clearly determine the period of time 1o
futfil the purpese. Il the Immovahle property is not used 1o fulfil suek putpOse
within such period of thne, it shall be retirned o the orlgimal owner ér Lis or
her heir, indess it is nsed for other purposes under patagraph onie and by virtoe
ol the law,



