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Abstract

Research Topic:

*Srate of Historical Studies on the Thai State and Govermnent”

This research inrends to assess the state of historical smdies upon the subject of
the “Thai state and govermmett” as being the mnost important as well as a core fopic of all
wrilings relating with the poliical history of Thailand. Having such purpose w mind, the
researcher then divide the mensive survery inte two parts. First, the development of the
so-cailed “political science” in Thailand has to verify, especially of those having grounded
sotrie netions that have been usetul and could apply to the historical research on That studies.
And, secondly, the survey literature covers over all 18 topics which structurally categorized
into 3 domians, ie. the higher or the super siructure, the interdemiate soucture, and the
lower or the base structure of the Thai state and government,

This research found out the so-called madern political science w1 Thailand as @
discipline of swdies is & new invention, starting from the establisment of the Universwy of
Moral and Political Science in 1934 and being  transformed to be a new insttution, namely
the Faculty of Political Science of both ar the Chulalongkorn University and at  the
Thanmasat  University  during  1948- (949, Coincidentally, American  scholarship  has
strongly influenced political studies m Thailand since the 1950s  onwards. Thus, we saw
the new concepts of political science. such as notion of political development and
political culture, directly has been conveyed and framed the research work of ihe Thai
pelitical history step by step.

The development of political studies in Thatland during the modern period
have been moved iu some occasions because of (1) (the ransnission of some Western
political ideas mfo That society : (2) the generaiion of scholars having changed from time
time , and (3) the coming of foreign researchiers who could create either supporfive or

competitive works with the Thai political researchers.
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In the part of an intensive survey over all 18 topics divided by the three structural
categories, this study found out the big progress of works having done upon the topics related
to the super structure of the Thai state and government. Together with remarkable numbers of
works, somehow, the old conception of the Thai monocratic state have been lengthened
and complicatedly modified with the very little challenge from the new perception of Thai
pluralist state.

The historical studies of the intermediate and the lower structure of the
Thai state and government have slowly developed. As we can see from the appendicies, there
are very small number of works, limitation of foreign scholars involving in such fields, and
the majority of work by Thai researchers showing the waditionalist style of studies. Such
mentioned remarks could clearly observe in details from the weak and scarce lists of works on
the subject of formal local government, police, political parties, parliamentary system,
electionsystem, legal system, Thai political culture and political thoughty at the intermediate
and lower levels. Meanwhile, the strong and large lists with the systematic knowledge on
the topic of Thai state in general, Thai monarchy, Thai government, Thai bureaucracy,
Thai military, interest groups as well as foreign policy are prominent,

Last but not least, the holistic picture of the Thai state and government needs an
endeavour to portray, particulary the constructing synthesis of knowledge of the higher
structure with the intenmediate and the lower levels of government. This might be the hard,
arduous, perhaps, end-less burden to the capable researchers upon the topic of the state and

government of Thailand in the coming future.
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