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Research title : The Smdy of Thai Economic History : A Survey on The State
of Knowledge

Researcher . Assistant Professor Punnee Bualek

Abstract

The study of Thai economic history began with non theoretical approach
among historians. When scholars from other fields paid attention in it, theories
were used to study in. From 2490's 102440 B.C, there were 8 approaches used in
studying. There were 1) analytical description 2) conflict theory 3) Asiatic Mode
of Production 4) searching for the potential of Thai society 5) Neo - classic
economic theory 6) dependency theory 7) mixed - type of political economy and
8) popular approach. All of them emerged in accordance with the socio political
condition of society. Neo - classic economic theory and conflict theory played an
mportant role at the beginning. leftist academics and the Communist Party of
Thailand used conflict theory to analyze Thai society and their studies were
disseminated among mteillectual groups in universities later on. The analysis of
Thai society with this approach, however, was challenged and faded out when
the Communist Party of Thailand collapsed. Since B.E. 2520's the new questions
about Thai society were raised in place of the old ome asking about the
weakness of Thai soceity., The new question and increasing complexity of Thai
society brought the use of various theories, They were resulted of an endeavour to

counter the influx of the world capitalism into Thai society,

According to the survey of the works aboul economic history, the
study categorized fthem into 10 : economic system, commerce, production, finance,
economic class business  organization and economic networks, the relationship
between state and economy, thought and econmic culture, biography of business

men and business companies, and local economy. The study found thar serious
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works came from the master degree thesis of students in history filed. However,
the timing of subjects was limited between King Rama 4 and WW II History of
economy in the =area of economic structure after 2475 B.B. especially after the
proclamation of the Nation Economic and Social Development Plan was not as
extensively studied as economic organizations of foreign companeis in Thailand,

culure and thought of economy.

Furthermore studies should be more focussed on theoretical about the
analy lisis of history of economy, the structure of economic development, problems
of econmy in Thai society, the investment of foreign companies, lives of the
disavantage farmers and labours taking part in development process. In addition,
it' 8 necessary to sutdy increasingly in economic culture of all groups i order
to understand internal process of them. Such stdies will result in  real

understanding of the economic development,
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