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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to trace the development of research on local
history in Thailand during the past four decades, roughly from the late 1950s to the late
1990s. It deals with the emergence of local historical studies in the late 1950s, the
subsequent expansion of local history vis-a-vis national history, the methodologies
involved, and contribution of historical approach to “local studies”

The first two decades laid the foundation for further development in so far
as researches on ancient towns and settlements, the significance of things local in
national history, and the ethnic groups were concerned. This was also a period of
searching for primary sources and of transliterating local documents into modemn Thai.
The last two decades, beginning in the late 1970s, witnessed further developments
taking place in response to socioeconomic changes in the country. Social scientific
approaches provided a stimulus to “local studies’ in this particular pericd, one of the
most significant aspects being in the field of economic history and the popularly-
designated ‘village history’ in Thailand.

Local history, despite its interdisciplinary nature and remarkable progress in
recent years, has remained problematic in many ways. Among the criticisms raised by
critics of local history are the lack of well-defined criteria for area(s) chosen for case
study, squinteyed government viewpoint, redundant theoretical approaches, and
ignorance of the importance of a variety of local source materials.

It is argued that the many facets of “local studies” can be of practical value
to development policy formulating, because only through these channels can one leam
about the people’s worldview at the grassroot level. To meet that goal priorites must
be given to (1) transliteration and analytical study of local historical documents; (2) the
application of an allembracing historical approach to local studies at different levels;

and (3) research on regional history which put local histories in a wider perspective.
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