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ABSTRACT

The Process of Creating a Local Curriculum on Dairy Farming

Development: A Case Study of Ratchaburi Province

Boonreang Kajornsin, Jaitip Chuaratanaphong, and Thawat Siengluecha

The objectives of this participatory action research study were to develop the process of
creating local curriculum (about dairy farming), and to investigate the quality of the local
curriculum that was developed. The focus of the study was the cooperation between schools,
community, and related organizations in providing an authentic learning experience for
students. Teachers used an integrated approach and student-centered teaching. Teachers
encouraged students to construct their own knowledge. Portfolic and rubric assessments were
used for student evaluation. Students had experienced cooperative learning, and finally

developed the good attitude toward dairy farming as an occupation.

The participants were the 1997 and 1998 fifth graders of Wat Nongpho Community
School and Wat Don Krabuang School, grade 5 teachers in both schools, administrators,
supervisors, community members and local crganization representatives who were involved in
the teaching and learning process. Participatory action research was used in this study.
Evaluation forms, attitude scales, questionnaires and interview forms were used for collecting

data.

The research results revealed that: 1) The process of local curriculum development
through school-community collaboration was comprised of 10 steps as follows. 1.1) Doing a
need assessment of local curriculum about dairy farming development. 1.2) Developing a
local curriculum by the cooperation of community members, teachers, dairy farming expertises
and researchers. 1.3) Personel preparing by giving workshops and arranging study tours for
teachers, administrators and supervisors. 1.4) Meeting parents. 1.5) Trying out the local
curriculum. 1.6) Following up the implementation of local curriculum in 1997, 1.7) Setting
up a seminar for brain storming from teachers, administrators, supervisors, parents, community

members- and representatives of local organization to correct and improve a local curriculum,
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1.8) Implementing the improved local curriculum. 1.9) Evaluating the impacts of local
curriculum implementation on students, teachers, administrators, and community members.
1.10) Improving and implementing a local curriculum continuously by schools and community.
2) The investigation of quality of local curriculum showed that: 2.1) Participating teachers
started changing their behaviors from teacher-centered to more student-centered instruction.
2.2) Community members and local organization became involved in the teaching and learmning
process in many ways. 2.3) Using portfolio and rubric assessments increased students’
enthusiasm to improve and o finish reports about their findings. 2.4) Students’ ability to work
as a team was improved. 2.5) Students gained more knowledge about dairy farming. 2.6)
Students had desirable behaviors and desirable skills at the satisfied level and they felt very
happy to study in these courses. 2.7) Swudents had good atiitudes toward dairy farming
occupation, 2.8) All target populations thought that the local curriculum about dairy farming
had positive impacts to community, students, teachers, administrators and supervisors. The

process of local curriculum development should be transferred to other communities.
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