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Executive Summary

Abalone is a marine gastropod that is considered to be economically important because of
the high demand in the market and the high price. Most of the abalone production comes from
capture fisheries. However, the total production of abalone worldwide has been declining
significantly in the past 30 years. This causes the idea of abalone culture to be one of the ideas
interested widely. J

Thailand is a tropical country inhabited abalone species that has a very high potential for
commercial aquaculture. This project will concentrate on one of the three tropical abalone species
that was found in Thailand called Haliotis asinina. Aithough the tropical abalone is relatively small in
size, it also has many advantages which make them attractive for aquaculture, especially for the
market of cocktail size abalone. The objective of the project “Development on Commercial
Production of Cocktail Size Abalone, Haliotis asinina by a Land Based System” is to study the
feasibility of the production and marketing system of the cocktail size, Haliolis asinina, obtained form
hatchery by a land based system.

Resuits from the project are summarized as follow:

1. There is an economical possibility for the production of cocktail-size abalona. From this
project, the recommended system is the "semi-closed re-circulating land based system”.
The appropriated sized of the abalone to start with is 2 cm. in shell length. The price of the
seed should be lower than 12 baht each. The time used to grow abalones to cocktail-size is
12 months. The survival rate is between 75 — 80%. The food used is an artificial diet which
can be produced at the cost of 35 baht per kilogram with the food conversion ratios of 3:1.
The cocktail size abalone production cost is between 800 to 1,100 baht per kilogram.

2. There are both local and intermaticnal markets for this abalone species. The demand for the
cocktail size abalone in Thailand is estimated about 1,000 kg/month in the first period and
can increase up to 5,000 kg/month later in the form of fresh live abalone. Potential
customers are both Chinese restaurant and Japanese restaurant in Bangkok and tourist
attractive province by the sea. For the intemational market, there are demand for cocktail-
size abalone and the bigger steak-size abalone which is between 80 to 120 gram whole live

" weight. The expected demand for the international market in the first period is expected to
be between 100 to 500 ton per year and can increase up 1o 5,000 ton per year in the form of

whole live abalone, frozen, and canned abalone if production is enough.
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