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Abstract

This study on “The Situation of the Poor and Relief Measures at the
Time of the Economics Crisis” has as its objectives to assess the effects of the
economic crisis upon the poor. The study examines the existing plans and
measures directed towards assisting the poor, their ways of coping with the
problems, their accessibility to the government and non-government services,
and their safety-net building. “The Poor” in this study cover 300 samples from
urban area, 300 samples from rural villages, and 300 samples from those who
were laid-off. These samples are gathered from three provinces : Bangkok,

Srisaket, and Khonkaen through a cluster random sampling.

The data collection made between September 1998 to January
1999 includes the exercise of 900 interviews using three different sets of
questionnaires, seven focus group discussions, and some special interviews.
Six case studies of “The Poor” are made through in-depth interviews of the

families.

It has been found from the study that all groups of the poor are
similarly affected from the crisis, ranging from a decrease of family income, an
increase of family expenses, a stable or an increase of family debts, lesser
educational opportunity for their children, etc., in different degrees. On the
whole the laid-off labor suffer the most, while the urban poor suffer more than the
rural ones. The laid-off labor who return to the villages have to adjust
themselves to the kinds of work at home but they are less affected than those

who choose to stay in the cities.

The poor adjust themselves to the situation by seeking vigorously

for the job, thrift, money borrowing, property selling, self-cure, sharing problem



with relatives, friends or fortune tellers, as well as going to the temple for the
peace of mind, and an exchange of moral supports between spouses. Rural
poor are found to have made the least adjustment as they have long been

familiar with the poor conditions.

Many job-creating projects have not yet fully benefited the poor.
The projects on Thai labor export and on the elimination of foreign labor are
facing with some obstacles. Social investment projects are being prolonged
due to the unreadiness of the receivers. Projects under the Miyasawa Plan
could have many loopholes if effective supervision fails. Temporary employment
of graduates might turn them back as unemployed upon termination of the
project. The most welcome project is the “New Theory Farming” which seems

to respond well with farmer’s way of living.

Most conclusions made by this study on the impact of the crisis,
the adjustment of the poor, and their prioritised needs certify the findings of
many preceding studies referred to in Chapter 2. Further studies should,
therefore, concentrate more on the indebtness of the poor, their potentials for

self-sustaning, and NGQO’s participation in the relief process.

This study proposes short-term recommendations to include the
supervision over efficiency and accountability of the project; the acceleration of
fundamental education and non-formal education; the promotion of community
savings; the provision of land for cultivation; efficient employment service; the
strengthening of community groups; and the built - in  responsibility of
government officials to work with the poor. Long - term recommendations call
for the recognition of proper social values; the reviews of laws and
regulations barring the poor's accessibility to resources; on - going

educational promotion and skill development; the execution of income

VI



distribution policy aiming at middle and low - income groups; all - year - around
job creation for rural dwellers; the protection of informal labor; the formulation of
a network to counter with poverty problems; and finally the exercise of stern

measures against corruption at all levels.
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