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Abstract

This paper examines the development of civil society at sub district level in
Thailand in order to enhance the communities’ roles and to identify the factors and
conditions that lead to such development. This study covers 14 sub districts during
1998-1999.

Our results suggest that numbers and roles of informal leaders are important. It
indicates the capability of communities’ self-determination, their initiatives in
generating diversified activities in response of communities’ need and the needs of
various groups in the societies. The results in our study find that the interaction of the
communities mainly focused on horizontal relations rather than the vertical ones,
particularly the relations among people and their groups at the village level in the sub
districts. The interaction above the village level is developed through the common
experience in fighting for the use right of the lands, forest areas and sea.

The study also find that the historical, geographical and environmental factors
are the crucial environments of civil society development. It suggests that the
common problems they face including their long experience to cope with these
problems strengthen the social bonds.

The results lead us to share our view with Mathews’ postulation of civil
society development. Our findings suggest that the factors of the social capital,
public consciousness, common interests in self determination, many and diversified
leaders and leadership, community learning process and participation are the main
factors contributing to the development of self reliance society. Our results also
show that the equal distribution of social beneficiaries is the essential condition to
enhance the civil society. However, the external factors such as the supports or
subsidies of government agencies, non-government agencies and private sector partly
generate the optimal allocation of community resources.

Key words: sub district, North, Northeast, Central, South, civil society, civic
community, civic society, social capital, social interaction, self-determination,
horizontal relation, leaders, leadership, public consciousness, social beneficiaries





