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The Impact of Economic Crisis on Children,Youths and

Families and Needs for Assistance.
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Abstract

Economic cnsis in Thailand stared m mid 1897 has far gone effect resulting 1.5 -2
milien unamployment in 1999. |t was expoctad that family Iite would be injuriad and
as tne consequence | children and youth would got the profound effects fram such
crgis  Thus , there s a timely nesd for investigats the problem for further
management of the problem  The study consisted aof both guantitative and qualitative
data collection and analysis.  The quantitative parl aimad fo Investigate the impacts
and factors effecting family 's adaptation problem using Family Crsis Theory by
McCubbin &t al. = which in tum | the maladaptive family or distress family would
cause health problam | behavioral problem | and school peformance problem In
family’s offsprings.  The qualitative part was an indepth interview study to explain
the family 's process of adjustment and the iImpacts an children and youth , as well as
the need for assistance of tha familles

The sampes for gualitative analysis consisted of 2,502 faniily members who wers
unemploved | pay cut | and businass closed down due to the economic depressian
Data was collected while they repoited to the various agencies in order to apply for
jobs. Data ware collected in 8 provinees nclutding Bangkok, which were reportad a
high unemployment rate. While the samples for qualitative analysis were 30 families
in 14 provinces . Data was collectad at the samplz’s household.

The finding revealed that the unempioyment was the mest important cause of stress
for family and |t had a severa impact of family. In analyzing of he relationship
belween factors effecting the family and thelr children using Palh Analysis | || was
found that the perception of tha oisis situation and family's source of stress had a
direct pesitive effects on the level of maladaptation of family the most . By which the
family's source of stress had Indirect affect on the family's level of maladaptation
through the parception of the crisis sitluaton of the family. Secondly , the family's
hardiness had direct negative effect |, and thirdly . social suppart had direct negative
affect on the family's level of maladaption

Path analysis Indicated that the family's level of maladapiation had a direct positive
effect on the child’s heaith as wel as the sffect of perception of crisis of the family.
But the chid's behavioral and school performance problems wars not directly
effected by the family's adaptation level. It was found that the behavioral problem
was positively sffected by the family' souwce of stress and the school parformance

problam were posifively effected by the family ‘s source of stress and social suppont
ol the family

According fo the content analysis of qualitative data | the family process of
adaptation was depictad as they tred to minimized the profound impact an children
and youlh. For those who were wamed and anticipated the unemployment  were
better adjusted and revitalized comparing to those who were unemployed without
wamng. Family showed their affort {o manage the family with financial resource as
well as cutl on the child's expanse as needer.

Finally , the familles reveal their orderly needs for assistance as 1) Student
scholarship or funding 2) Employment 3) Need business lean or funding 4)
Government price controlling and 5) Over all resolving ihe economic problem by
the governmant.
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