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“A LIE IS BELIEVED
BECAUSE OF THE UNCONDITIONAL AND INSOLENT INFLEXIBILITY
WITH WHICH IT 1S PROPAGATED
AND BECAUSE IT TAKES ADVANTAGE OF THE SENTIMENTAL AND
EXTREME SYMPATHIES OF THE MASSES...
THEREFORE , SOMETHING ALWAYS IS RETAINED

EVEN FROM THE MOST IMPUDENT OF LI1ES”
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ABSTRACT

Thecretically speaking, politicians in a democracy are somehow expected to be
accountable to their voters. in a parliamentary democracy, they are usually held accountable
through elections and, once elected, through viotes of confidence in parliament. Politicians,
however, while seeking credit for popular policies, will do just about anything to avoid
blame. This study is an attempt to identify and to characterize how in the face of cther
damaging truths, Thai peliticians manage to justify and excuse themselves by their versions
of “the truth”.

The study reveals that in the case cf a scandal, while a politician involved will
find himself an open targst for attack by his political rivals, yet he has only to deal primartly
with members of the media. Hence, evasion is always the keay. Politicians can simply
try to avoid reporters or they can give all kinds of non-answer responses. But scandals
can become sericus matter once opposition MPs decide to use them in the no-confidence
debate. Still, the very specific set of structural conditions has made it quite difficult for
any “truth” to emerge cut of exchanges of opinicns and claims. First of all, the House debats
rules have allowed MPs from both sides to stop their opponents from making any good
arguments. Although they may be allowed to talk at great length, MPs are also free to
interrupt each other any time they want to. Such a practice has, more often than not, turned
pariiamentary delate into a political circus. The spirit and the pattern of turn-taking needed
to accommodate serious engagement is hardly there. Thus, too many accusations (and
guestions) are raised by too many MPs while the accused can be talking indefinitely without
having to come up with any real answers. Next, the fact that every censor debate is now
required by law to be televised has actually transformed the event more or less intc a
political rally. Realizing that they are actuaily talking to viewers at home, most MPs try
to claim credit and make good impressions on their constituencies with their "campaign
speeches”. The censor debate has in effect turned into a form of illusion, a performance
with MPs as actors and the general public as spectators. Not unlike most politicians

elsewhere, Thai politicians have various ways of dealing with “the truth” when it comes to



the censor debate. These tactics are quite similar to the way they handle scandals. They
can, for example, admit to the charges brought against them-or they can ignore them
altogether . Better yet, they can choose to ignore the questions and still attack the questicner.
They can also deny all the charges, citing different reasons or they can try to excuse
themselves, using a variety of pretexts. Scmetimes, while accepting the facts contained
in the charges, they would claim that the effects are not as damaging as they may seem.
Comibinations of justification and counter-charges can alsc be employed to silence their
opponents.  Last but not least are the non-reply or nan-answer responses they often use.
Interestingly encugh, the most distinctive characteristic of Thai politicians cn this matter is
that the most frequent form of non-reply used by Thai politicians is to attack the quastioner
and their opponents. High on the list of complaints that politicians nhold against their cwn
kind are the charges that they often (1) igncre critical questions, (2} sidestep crucial
issues (including giving incomplete answers) and {3) fccus mainly on discrediting their
accusers. In the age of ielevision Thai Parliamentary debates can also be viewed as
political propaganda pieces. As such, they contain all the major characteristics of basic
propaganda techniques, namely: name calling, glittering generality, transfer, testimonial,
plain folks, card stacking, and band wagoen.

To conclude, the public needs to be made aware of all these political blame-
avoidance strategies. Such an awareness is possible only if members of the media leamn
more about questioning strategies so they can effectively report the accounts of the debates

and mare or less restrict opportunities of politicians to play around with the “truth”.
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m@ﬁ@aw (Communicative situation) ﬁﬁi’wnssu?@iﬂms {communicative act) Ind.Aeary
m?b%»:ﬁfmmuﬂzma‘m@uluﬂmagiﬂﬁfaﬂms'qﬁ'df] Tuneidenaatudiosnieinonsiiiese
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1. 5 laNeAID"3 (non-response} RANITABLATDTHGLLLENEFEY (NFIEATABL
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Hésuarlisensuiuanonmedonnas Tasigreudmuenassfiaduylinaodesdresls
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siallalid

Q: Is it in your mind to invite Mr. Tchernenko to come to Britain?

A Well no no don't jump toe quickly, one of the things if you're doing di-
plomacy is you must go stage by stage.

o

2. MNTANANATDNNULULAS 924U (non-answer response) 4alAdTlunnsnay

(response) wrtilunnsrevfideadszifua o PaldlildAnaustnawyasa (non answer)

#aludat D. Greatbatch® lHutiadsvinnteanisanesfaauun@e sl ssduosnidy
Uszinnelan siellan 4 Uszunnie

2.1 umsnsnadnviidayalifiemeddiaunsoneuAininld dusised

Well, | can't deny or confirm it until | receive the evidence that you tell me
I'm going to get tomorrow.,

2.2 Lﬂumﬁ‘ﬂ,ﬁmﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁtﬁ'm%’mﬁ’uﬁﬂmm?‘faﬂﬁmﬁﬁqﬁwmuLfeN ¥

Q: Do you quite like Mr.Wilson?
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A Well, T think in politics you see, it's not a question of going about liking
people or not, it ‘s a guestion of dealing with people. And I've always been able to deal
perfectly well with Mr.Wilscn and indeed he has with me.

2.3 {lunavaudnonn Saenisnanitndessntessanis i

Q: What job do you see for Tony Benn?

A: Of course, if Tony Benn is elected he will be offered some jobs in the
Cabinet, and I'd be very happy to do that, and | hope that that will occur.

2.4 dunshimeumonsiae widgaulnainisUfasinlllduanlaons us
Huusutne Tandmraudronuasnanaieisdedasiaununualadlinandeinnn iy

Al The advice to our members is...That is the advice to cur members.

Q: But mhm I didn't ask you what advice you were giving, do you think
that.....

3. NIAUBIANDINULIUAUIELA (answer-responses) AENIIAALULUINE8

uazmsetlssiAN 0Ny AnauRldazaeaduiuainin uwandlunispreuAioiutiuine mes A
HuwieunsiBuindaui fueoumanuiasasaionldanysal uazimunzaniuyunes
TAIEOINAININ L

Q: Was she wearing the green dress, the emerald bracelet, or both?

A: She wasn't wearing green or emeralds. She was naked.

] o . 46k v G| o ar =4 as =

&30 S. Harris™ MHulsnismenAmannaesinnisdiasweaniili 3 dnwous Ae
NAELAS NFReLLLLSaNAan waznsaauwd lulanisreumss ldtadniunia@es

P
ANTAALLULLRRIS QQvLQLLﬂ

1. nsaaudanAaN (indirect answer) WAIAAUATOINA A FULEIMLaY

salldfunnemey wiblla A peuFdmanlaedasneuiuviieranlias nsneuaneuz
:Ei’ [ ] [~ ai o d‘ o s d‘ ar =3 o U 1
IaadufuntsdesAtauFdansdnenacsdanlaaiudrsisuassa onu e wu

Q: Are you convinced that there won't be some kind of - there won't be a U-
turn but there may be some kind of adjustment made which will win favour from all the
electorate?

A: There may be the public. There may be tut the pubiic. The public are not

going to be fooled by any last minute tinkering.
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2. nMrpaludl (challenge) Lﬂuma‘muﬁm’mﬁlLLﬁquwﬂ’@ﬂuuﬁg'}ummﬂ"ﬂmu s
Lmmdﬂ%’mﬂmmﬁ’mmﬁﬂﬂgﬂﬁm m:rm'auuf’hmeﬁqﬁ’nwmxmﬂgméwmuﬁ'mn‘ﬁ'qm K

Q: Would you be willing to accept a position in Mr.Kinnock's Front bench team?
Whatever position that might be.

A: Peter. That's a very typical question. You see you're not a bit interested in
what you know. The Labour Party can do to save the British people.

Q: When you say it's the legitimate point of view? Is it also your own point of view?

A: Well, whether it is my pcint of view cr not is not material.

Steven E. Clayman’’ 1§83 0ne83anns1aasdnnnaniavile Aenisudlafionm
Seldurimsmauiomlnautladionen uanflunimausnanuganaiiauasmatdiny
astlmavaninenanis dreuas lus mnAsesdnona wias A laeAn nadisnseaniy
At luneusn waranaanfiuntsagyssfuresinniaild douideannnsudle
Aronvievaudonassshidpey wisnmeufiliazilunsmeudtonadiiinsudiougs wnnds
armRUM A ANEf0m Fatnasalu

Q: On that particuiar pcint, you have besn briefed in sorne delail on the evidence
in the Agnew problem. You are also a lawyer with scme expertise. You could tell us-

A: Some would question that.

Q: Whether there is any substance to Mr. Agnew's charges that this is a
frivolous investigaticn, that it is a frame up, and it is in fact a smear,

A Mister Mollenhoff, when you say that | have been briefed on the charges,
I shouid respond to that by saying that | have not heard the witnesses. [ have only been
briefed on what it is belleved the witnesses might testify to. As far as the charges are
concerned, they are sericus and not frivolous. ...

ferhdunad msufladnonuesadaey eadlunsilgnon R lndud oo
Tnumaowilevmialsai WeRazdhgiFedml Tt menesiazdenlaaiufnon
wenldonuithidasne Sedraufenldusloaleul Fewfoalsafudin et

Q: Uh- | fold you some days ago when we spoke, and | fold our audience this
evening that | would ask you both questions. | will ask you the first now just before we
take a break because | think | know what your answer's gonna be. Did you have an

affair with Miss Rice?
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A. hhhh Mister Koppel if the question is in the twenty nine years of my
marriage, including two public separations have | been absolutely and totally faithful
to mmy wife hhh | regret to say the answer is no. ...

FuFu D.Galasinski®® FeflenuntsBesAnonndnfunnsmendionulae falaay
WiliAnmeuduidiuAnin lutmsBesinoruilusesdnsne o nsdssdiniuiiy
Do uazANFAENAN0MLLULFawLEY

1. padedAanduLudlaes grutranieldiflugaasdssinn Aa

v o & g ¥ e A - R ,
1.1 NMFUENANDIN TRHANHUEAAIENUNTARLNLITA (Harris) 1781037 N9

9 g < W 80 1 a 1 1 o iﬂl dy ] b
ravuds dreudiniuarlilifimey windunanndiAnuiionuilianansonauld anafly

=

MENEAI DL udi@ﬁflmuﬁ'mﬂummmﬂmﬂﬁ%’wﬁﬂﬁmﬁ@ﬁ@é’wﬁmm (i

Q: Do you want stiffer sentence on adult criminals?

Al It's not a question of whether they are stiffer or not, it's a question of
what the appropriate sentence is.

uﬂﬂ@’mﬁ;ﬁmumwﬂmd'] ﬁm’lﬂmum:ﬂuﬁﬂzﬁﬂmmuﬁm LWTIZALLEAY
il daudendas wialifdnnansziinnslaq ludesidnen gy

G} : What could the Prime Minister do about it?

A: Ah, that's really for him to answer, not far me, | think.

1.2 ANIRRUANDNNARaIe1 AL NTAANIN NN TR LLLLSeN Tagaiaazny

o a v o @y ud ¥ el e Y g o o Ry
Anunauladnnils deoudesdiainddwreuantuiireusashnonanlinnug
Tuvalal 1w

Q : Would you vote for the Senate anti-abortion bill?

A . What kind of stance can a member of a Christian party take?

4 o 1 1Y as aib @ 1 ! L

2. nndgaAnnuutatiu dnansrigreudainlduanseandan s
I¥eousailalunspauaiou fravuasandowinrlfrauAinnsiludo uhasuaiads
Tdlmavatniaan FEnsiignauuaieirldmauauuds Iduinsmandiouvizenis

USuilgsdnanu v lidssdueesironuldeuly uardravazldsaiunavaianuiinues

i
L |

TFudgsluduszunuanorusadiniigonldsau Tdsneusmafunisuilaannud
WAt (Clayman) Taasuneldnauvdilugs wu
Q : Do you defend the right of the tebacco industry to urge the pupils in Elaine

Foster's school to smoke something which will damage their health?
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Al | defend the right of the tobacco industry to advertise their product.
Q : Do you think we have a duty to do that, not just peace-keeping but also
peace-making?
A 1 think that UN generally is gonna have to move from peace-keeping to
peace-making. | think that's a fact of life.
1 o = qr = ar dl 421 -] =y s
atialafimy nseuanuAandnBndunilaiiaziun dlunsAnediameiduny
\ 4 A | . o - S o
BI04 lunnsidasiialimeuAinaesdinnmniedneluiil Ae s1aduees Peter Bull uas
49 e = I Py
Kate Mayer  4aWMHAUATATAUAYNINHNNNINUINNGADNRAIY Tme Bull upe Mayerim
o A o a p 5 -
plseinnasdnsaesiaenauA N NTesUnnNgE e lun s dduAroiaante 11 Ussiaw

gerallilAe

1. noglallronuaulaler daAinnses (ignore the question) BAansinnsidias
safudll AR D mAnaauiusiven FelinenensaiusifasiudAnnnuiug sacda

Magaret Thatcher: .. .that is the only power you have the power from the ballot

box at every electicn you submit yourself to the judgement of your people on your stewardism
David Frost : but that back on January 27th through why did you say that?

Margaret Thatcher : and then don't forget | also have another submission to

make to the judgement of my party and that is every single year I'm the first leader to
whom that's happened....
=} B 1 dc’l’ e = o ' L4 94 |
aziiulddnlunsdld wanfauustuinmefyadellan Toelilduansudus
o i =t o o X Loaw .y o A e e
ansiufininisosmnuiatuee mszariu adkisemeerlstndel ifuoduAsey
sz liintsduAnnillian

v =l w ]

2. nfuindiananus lipauA1nnti] (acknowledge the question without

o

1 3

. . b 13 1 = e = s 1 PR [ = =X 1l gl 1
answering it) IAunnsTinnisdeeeniudnldinrorueonufistu willdtinisrey Wy
Margaret Thatcher:...they also will get housing benefit which meets their rent
they will also get rate rebate and also may | point out that when er we come to...

Jonathan Dimkleby: [interrupts] would you accept they live in poverty Prime

Minister?

Margaret Thatcher: please there's just one other thing when we get bad weather

the labour party only gave 30 million pounds a year on heating allowances with us it's

up over 400 million. ..
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szviuldilunsdlil wenfpuuriuiames SuFinddnnsiagu (sanyszloa

#141 “please there’s just one other thing” wikdaRFrauAIR LGN sall

o ar o

3. NIAIAIDTHIALAYAIA1N (questions the question) AFFSATDINBNTLFA

el

A1HLEaths a1annld 2 33Re

a

3.1 nsvemgudamuiiy Iduinsiinnsieedeyafuduiifud e

Jonathan Dimbleby:...and | should be glad if you would ask Mrs. Thatcher

what advice she can give me in order to spend the extra 15p. she awarded me in the
budget to my best advantage what is your advice to her?

Margaret Thatcher: the 15p. awarded in the budget?

Jonathan Dimbieby: | thi | think she was probably referring to the April uprating

in practice which in fact gives her | think 11p. a day.

3.2 mstiaurnunauludefdnnimal (reflects the question back to the

interviewer} 194

Robin Day: if you have an overall majority Mr. Kinnock say with about 350
M.P.s what proportion of those will be on the hard left?

Neil Kinnock: well you tell me.

= o . S ) = as = A e L) L3
4. nlanAANaN (attack the uestion) Teunnsiinniadiaslauivredninsiansnl

o O = :’! -gi, o = 2 ] @ e gl’ ol o o =
FaAMMIRELas Helinnailesssdvpuauansaiusssaldilunislaud Ao Ae

4.1 Aot lgduivssiudAniaeded ( the question fails to tackle the

important issue) 11y

Robin Day; but do you accept that Western freedom the freedom of Westem
Europe is ultimately assured by the nuclear weapons behind NATO?

Nei! Kinnogk: | think the fact that nuclear weapons exist and they're a fact
of life and that there are twa superpowers each co counterpoised against each other

is the predominant issue.

4.2 AnonsflumssisfaanyFswdaiunisanand ( the guestion is hypotheti-

cal or speculative) 111

David Frost: but given that scenario there | mean could Labour cope if if

that came true could you cope or would you be shot cut of the water in in a guff of wind?
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Neil Kinnock: it's the stuff of which novels are made | don't think that it could
be or should be regarded as a serious proposition. ..

4.3 AouseaguuanuAgiuiiihuiia ( the question is based on a false

premise) 19
Rebin Day:...and he asks the cuestion how balmy dc you have to be to
believe that or believe that the Kremlin believes that?

Margaret Thatcher: yes but you see so many of Encch’s arguments stem

from the starting place he chose and the starting place he chose isn't the rignt one this
has always been one of Enoch's problems. ..

4.4 pnligneReansdaifiasss (the question is factually inaccurate) LTy

Jonatnan Dimbleby : in the present circumstances do you think that these

2 millicn or so pensioners who rely on the basic state pension have enough to live a
decent life?

Margaret Thatcher : but they don't have to rely on the basic state pension

4.5 ApufidiurasteninudsBania gauegeos (the question includes

a mis-quotation) 1114

David Dimbleby : what about your attitude to trade unions you've said you're

going to give a massive return of power to trade unions If Labour come back isn't that
something again that people are fearfu! of thal is going to lose you votes?
Neil Kinnock : yes | haven't said by the way that we're going to give massive

return of power I've never used such a phrase in my tife.

4.6 AN AU dEANAIBINHALETUN (the qusstion inciudes a quotation

taken out of context.) L1

Jonathan Dimbleby: what do you make of this statement if | can quote it to

you irrespectiive of whether or not we win the election there's a major struggle coming
about the kind of Labour Party we want to see
Neil Kinnock : I've read the piece and you’ve got it out of context

4.7 sarnasiluBaffulild (the question is objectionable.) 1w

Jonathan Dimbleby: the one you didn’t mention wearg books and maga-

zines does that mean they're the ones that might be...
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Margaret Thatcher: no you're going to tr you're going yes and that's exactly

a typical question

4.8 faaauldvnaganiiiiuia (the question is based on a false alternative)

gl

Rabin Day : which would you regard as a greater evil a coalition between
Thatcherism and the Alliance and others or letting in a Thatch a a Kinnock minority
government committed to socialism and unilateral disarmament?

Margaret Thatcher: | do not accept | do not accept that that is the alternative

Rohin Day : supposing it was?

Margarat Thatcher : | think you have possibly posed a false alternative ...

5. nslanmgdun1wal (attack the interviewer) Muinisfiinnnsflaslaufvie

=) o= & ar 9 o= :il B © i
AnnEdansadiaddunwalldeies ununandluinAtony i

Margaret Thatcher : ook if anyone tried to put Value Added Tax on children's

clothes and shoes they would never never never get it through the House er

Jonathan Dimbleby: so that's out?
Margaret Thatcher : .. .now I'm not going any further than that Mr. Dimbleby

for a very good reason yes peopie like you will try te go an and on and the moment we
say one thing you'll find ancther and then another.

6. nruanilaviset/fjiasazaay (declines to answer) Unn1sdasdiznishiay

dfmsfiazmeuAiniuey 2 adqeiune

6.1 natlfasiaasinedlaiatunsaninlél (refusal on grounds of inability) Wi

Robin Day : if you'rs reelected for ancther four or five years will inflation be
brougnt down to zero?

Margaret Thatcher : it will be our aim to bring down inflation further we shall

run our financial policies in that way | wish | could promise it would be brought down to

zero | can't

6.2 A lalifinlafiazney (unwillingness to answer) i1y
Rchin Day : the hypothesis | was discussing wouldn't you regard that as a

defeat?
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Margaret Thatcher : | am not going to prophesy what will happen on Thursday
and | ‘'m not going to be tempted aleng this route.

7. nadmlssdunanisides (making political point) tinnadlesdnatlalszidiu

=i =i ' o :ﬁ‘ ar e o =!d/=!i
W’]‘ﬂﬂ??LN@QVILLWHMWQﬂM@@ﬂIﬂL}J@Qﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ_‘l’m PR AD

7.1 nnslanRgsaduiasutangudu (external attack - attacks opposition or

other rival groups) kiu

David Dimbleby : ...are you saying that a third of the peopie are supporting

a party that is revolutionary and quite different and militant and unacceptable in the way
the Labour Party used to be that they've all been conned?

Margaret Thatcher : they have done everything possible to hide their militants

and to hide their real plans during this election.

7.2 nnauauleunt (presents policy) @iy

Robin Day : that is why I'm asking what you would do
Neil Kinnock : ...it is a government a Labour government that is committed
to combatling inflation to fighting poverty. ..

7.3 nslimanaasunauleunt (ustifies policy) 1w

Jonathan Dimbleby : well what sense of negotiations is that then?

Neil Kinnock : ...Cruise weapons have never enjoyed the majority support

of the British people they don't enhance our security they're weagons of first use.

7.4 mﬁ"Lﬁmmﬁu’Lﬂ%’] ( gives reassurance) Rl

Robin Day: ...don't you think some of them are worried about some of the
people on the hard left wing of the Labour Party who advocate things that disgust many
ordinary pecple?

Nell Kinnock : ...1 think the British pecple have come to know me well
enough to know that there is nobody on what you describe as the hard left cr any of
those elements that may or may not be in or arcund the Labour Party that exercises
any influence.

7.5 n3dandealfitanAnay (appeals to nationalism) 141

Jonathan Dimbleby : wouldn't it lead to they should have the right to do so

as well?
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Margaret Thatcher : no I'm not talking about the logic I'm talking about
Britain’s history I'm talking about the fact that Britain hung on when the rest of Eurcpe
surrendered I'm talking atout the fact that Britain was right in beginning of the atomic
weapon.

7.6 Ll AUBN1TLATIZUN NN TLR ALY (offers political analysis) L%

Jonathan Dimbleby....wages are running at seven per cent at the moment
do you regard that as too high from the point ¢f wages”?

Neil Kinnock:...where does inflation come fram most of our inflation is im-
ported in er inflation it comes from movements in commodity and import prices and
the effects of cur currency.

7.7 N9 WmAnaaE N AWAY (selfjustification) L

Rotin Day: does it surprise you or upset you when you see yourself or hear
yourself described as a hard weman uncaring and out of touch with the the feelings of
ordinary folk?

Margaret Thatcher:.. .| certainly hope they would not level it at me personally

because as you know both Dennis and | spend a great deal of time working for our own
favourite causes my my own the National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

7.8 ﬂ’]i‘ﬁmlﬁmumd@ﬁ (talks up one's own side) R

David Bimbleby: do you think it does you political damage do you think that's

why the Tories are not making the advances that you must have hoped when you came
into office eight years ago they would be making?

Margaret Thatcher: no but | think we have made the advances there is t think
we have actualty transformed Britain.

8. n1sliA1pau? bianusal (incomplete answer) nnnaesdisnislidnay

d‘ ' & A:\ddl ] ar [ g’i’d
Plaisnusninaneitiunnsraiveenldfisilae

8.1 NMIABLLAENLINEYU (partial answer) dkAns iR nflesmeUREaLN9RaY

PRIANDTHPED LTU

David Dimbleby: is it still your position that nobedy earning under 500

pounds a week is going to be damaged in any way financially by the return of a labour

government in terms of tax?



26

Nell Kinnock: they won't be worse off in income tax that's for certain.

David Dimbleby: well that's not the full answer because income tax is only

one part of the tax people pay.

8.2 NEARLLHENATLALT (half answer) THLANMSTsINANsElaemaL e e AT

VBIATDINE LT
David Frost: but do you regret the leaking of that letter was that a black mark

against the government?

Margaret Thatcher: well | indeed | indeed | indeed said that | regretted the
the leaking of that letter | said so at the time

fa::Lﬁu“l,éidﬂuﬂiﬂiﬁmané’guumﬂéuﬁmmﬁmﬂuLfawq:ﬁqmmﬁdw “Do you regret
the leaking of that letter?” wilalldmaufnanulugauiian “Was that a black mark against
the government?” FoiRedaadadntifunsaen fesridn,

8.3 Bumavuslildmaylsiay (starts to answer but doesn't finish) 11

David Frost: but why not then because of your principles?

Margaret Thatcher: because the health service is run look Mr.Frost you use

the private health service as well you exercise your freedom of choice. ..

8.4 nsmevdrezlsarliifia (negative answer)lfuin1afinnsdieamaisds
farliifin Lquﬁqzwmdefaziﬂ‘ﬂzLﬁmﬁu GaF!

Robin Day. would you have no incomes policy?

Neil Kinnock:...what I'm setting aside is the idea either the the guiding lights
of Selwyn Lloyd or the legislated incomes policies of Mr.Jenking and Mr. Wilson in the
sixties or the incomes policies of fixed norms or Ted Health's counter-inflation incomes
policy those whilst having possibly an initial impact never managed to last and all they
did was store up difficulties for the future much better to follow through. ..

Robin Day: [interrupts] that is why I'm asking what you would do

9. N1FUNANANFBLIMAIAIANHALAININAIITIEN (repeals answer 1o previous

guestion) 11U
Neil Kinnock: what I've said is that the U.3. President whoever the U.S. President
was would only take a decision to commence or to respond to nuclear war according

to United States priorities.
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Jonathan Dimbleby: well supposing he decided to respond what would you
do then?

Neil Kinnock:...even our strongest allies the United States of America would
only take a decision to use their nuclear weapons either for themselves or on behalf of

others according to their own priorities.

10. msnanavsenasiiuindnldnevaronliudn (states or implies that has
already answered the question) AT

Neil Kinngck: ...as far as secondary picketing is concerned er In pursuit er
of a trade dispute in connection with that trade dispute the same kind of right that
workers enjoyed for seventy years in this country is a right that should be enjoyed in
order to be able to do that and the reason why it was awarded. ..

Jonathan Dimbleby: [interrupts] that means you do approve of secondary

pickeling being restored or not?

Neil Kinnock: to well | think | made that pretty clear.

11._N°9NaIRedE (apologises) MU

David Dimbleby:...isn't cne of the difficulties for the Tories that your way of

governing and talking about government gets up the noses of a lot of voters?

Margaret Thatcher: well I'm sorry if it does it's not intended to 'm very sorry if

it does.
nﬂllu/ = 3 1 o 1 1 = dl dl I g ar =
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Jonathan Dimbleby: would you accept they live in poverty Prime Minister?

Margaret Thatcher: please there’s just one other thing [nM35U391HAD WA

Iaim‘ﬂ‘]_lﬁ’lmmi’u] when we get bad weather the Labour Party only gave 90 million pounds
a year on heating allowances [MaiTlatssiAuntenisdlasdoanisiansfuaa) witn us it's
ugz over 400 million and that toc is impertant and we've been able to do these things
because under a Conservative government we've had strong growth and a strong economy
without that we'd not be able fo do them [n1ailadsziaunismsidiaasaunisymlinues
@5] of course one would always like to do more but fertunately now most peogle are

retiring with two pensions the basic and an occupational pension a large number have
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savings 7% of pensioners who retire have savings a half of them have their own homes
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