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Abstract

After Field Marshall Phibunsongkhram had decided to side with the “Free World”
under the leadership of the United States, his government then faced widespread opposition,
behind which was the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT). To counter such movements, the
government launched the anti-communist propaganda and laws in order to legitimize its Free
World policy and at the same time to suppress its opponents.

This was the prelude to Thailand’s extensive involvement in the Vietnam War in the
following decades. Between the mid-1960s and early-1970s, Thailand allowed the use of its
airbases for the US aerial bombardments in Northern Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. The
Thanom-Prapat government also sent troops to fight in Vietnam. The government justified its
“defending the Free World” duties by propagandizing the communist invasion and the pro-
Free-World campaign, which followed by the use of hatred discourses against its neighboring
Indochinese countries. The Vietnamese and Chinese in particular were portrayed as loathsome
beast, uncivilized, untrustworthy and inhumane, who wanted to conquer Thailand, while
Thailand as the Free World agent was the defender of world peace and freedom. The
dehumanization process was the legitimate basis for Thailand to employ violence against its
neighbors. Such constructed “truth” was supported by the nation’s important institutions but
also widely praised by the Thai press. This overwhelming support proved the success of the
government'’s truth management.

In the late 1960s when Thailand was participating full-scale involvement in the
Vietnam War, however, began the anti-Vietnam War, anti-American Imperialism movements.
Initiated by a small group of intellectuals and later spreaded into the universities. They
challenged the legitimacy of the Vietnam War policy and questioned the nation’s dignity and
sovereignty on Thailand being the US military bases to invade its neighboring countries.
Anti-Vietnam-War activities had become so widespread and so influential that even the post-
Octoberl4, 1973 govemments had to acknowledge the movement’ demands. However, after
the October 1973 incident, the expulsion of the US military bases campaign become part of
socialist revolution strategy embraced by the increasingly radical student movement. While
the Thai state allied with the American in stirring up nationalism against the alien threat, the
left employed the Chinese-model of Maoism to form nationalism discourse against the
American and Thai states.

In the midst of confrontation between the rightists and the leftists, right-wing leaders
began to exploit the US military base issue to counter and subsequently destroy the student
movements. The former not only built up lies on the importance of US bases to Thailand’s
national security but also accused the students’ anti-US bases campaign of an assistance to
Vietnamese invasion of Thailand. The right-wing, on the one hand, repeatedly stated that the
students were either Vietnamese or Vietnamese supporters and, on the other hand, sent out
rumors that Vietnamese troops had penetrated the country. At this time, Vietnamese refugees
in the northeast region became the victims of violence, an outcome of hatred campaign
against the Vietnamese and students. The right-wing, in other words, employed the
Vietnamese-hatred discourse as a weapon to suppress the people of the same nation. .
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