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Abstract

This research report is the result of an inquiry into certain conceptual
developments of ‘rights’ in Thai society. This research has as its hypothetical basis the
unique tradition of eastern cuiture. Indian, and much later on, Chinese, political
traditions and concepts were adopted, localized and blended, and a unique traditional
Thai political culture gradually emerged. However, the increasingly presence and threat
of the much more powerful western culture during the 19th century imposed upon Thai
society yet a radical change in its political culture, based now on a totally different
philosophical basis.

Based on such hypothesis, the report first discusses the historical context in
which Indian and Chinese intellectuat traditions emerged and evolved, in particular,
Brahmanism, Buddhism and Corfucianism, which became the 3 most influential sources
of the mainstream Thai political tradition and concept. When these traditions were
introduced into and adopted by Thai society as intellectual bases of its own political
culture, a unique concept of ‘rights,” among others, was formed.

This is followed by the discussion on the totally different philosophical bases
between the traditional Thai concept of rights influenced by Indian and Chinese
inteflectual traditions and that of the west which was introduced and forced upon Thai
society. Aspects of divergence other than rights between the Thai culture and that of
the west, such as ‘'science,” are also discussed. The traditional Thai culture obviously
belongs to the eastern culture, the Asian Way.

Because of such radical divergence, it is not surprising, therefore, to find that
even after the 1932 revolution and having been exposed to western culture for quite
sometime, the exertion of rights in Thai society has never been able to free itself from
the traditional Thai concept of rights. This persistence of the traditional concept of rights
reveals the much stronger presence of old Thai traditions and the traditional Thai
political institutions, in particular the remnants of the highly stratified social structure of
the Sakdina system. Based on its foregoing analysis of traditional Thai culture, the
conclusion part of this report attempts a suggestion on the desirable solution to the
problem of rights which has long been overshadowed by western discourse. The most
obvious and critical case in point here is the debate on community rights. Such

proposed solution is called in this research, the Siamese Human Rights.
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