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Abstract

       This research is an extensive network project dealing with problems of local community rights 
of Thailand.  A set of sub-researches, covering seven sub-projects, are grounded and designed to build up 
such a network.  It is planned to gain an integrated research cooperation among local communities, local 
intellectuals, and Thai together with international academics, who share interests in the issue of 
community rights.    

       Case studies and research field-sites are well-chosen throughout the four regions of Thailand.  
The major objective is to synthesize an outlook of the overall picture of the problems of local community 
rights invasions being existing in the whole  country, including in Bangkok.  It is also to provide a 
summary of requests and needs of local communities in order to find out and propose a state-policy on 
local communities in a macro level according to the Provision on Local Community Rights stated in the 
Constitution of the Thai Kingdom (latest version of B.E. 2540 (AD 1997).  As a matter of fact, the 
majority of case studies  reflect the general problems of human rights violations and local community 
rights invasions caused by the state power and state mechanism in Thailand.  At present, such situations 
have become a common phenomena and people are familiar with encountering those existing problems 
and take it as something  very normal.  This project presents the afore-said by utilizing the “local
community” as a research field and the actual problems of human rights violation and community rights 
invasion of such a community as a “case study”.

     The research direction is geared to relate all common characteristics of various local problems 
together and present the overall scenario of the existing problems.  A thorough combined-study is 
conducted on specific cases of some communities as “micro units” together with a study of a wide range 
of problem analysis from local up to national levels as a “macro frame”. The idea is to indicate that the
existing problems have jeopardized the nation at a  macro level.

      The application of multi-disciplinary approaches to the study of each local community has led 
to the writing of ‘culture’ - an ethnography of the community studied, and a reconstruction of its 
ethnohistory of some case-studies in the context of local history and nation-state.  After this stage, an 
analysis of economical and political impacts in connection with the government policy at local, national, 
and international levels is also conducted.    

      The analysis is also  related to the negative results effected by international contact and global 
interaction  due to the actually existing problems which are in conflict with peoples’ ways of living, 
traditions, cultures and processes of local development that people can earn their own living, practice 
their own life-style according to the customary law and follow up their communal living culture 
peacefully and happily.  

 The analysis of problems of human rights violations and local community rights invasions in 
Thailand is conducted on the basis of the criteria specified in the present day “Constitution of the Royal 
Thai Kingdom”, especially, “Section 3” which describes the “Rights and Freedom of the Thai 
Citizens”. Article 46 has been applied, in particular, to all case-studies which are local traditional 
communities situated in present-day Thailand.  
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&�4�
�"�.�#��-��#� ��������?-�" 
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 -��	�����-.7
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 -��	�����-.7&�4�
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 ��%
�+�!
,�7�
������>-���"�"
��-��	���)�2:��2�����8��())�%��   7 �!7����
����������

��"��
���'��"�"��"#�8 800 �W���;,��#� #�$���������,������ G �,���
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���-�����"��,�������,#
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��-� �
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����;.�� )�����#7��� �7�!�, ���- � �" ���"����� 9:��#���$�-�����������# �,����#'����%$�������.,����

��")�� ):�����;.�����.��������(�������"�# 7� �	 $�#$�$�������,��7�� ��;.���:��'�!�,������
,��.����
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 �����������-��%2��!�"-:��-����$��#��!�"$���"�������'�-�+����� )��

���#����&�-%-�" )�����7
��  ���)����+ >���������#����� )���#�%��������$�$���������%���

���,#$�
 -��	��  ��%����>������� )�����#����� )���#�%#�������7'�7������� )��� �	 $�#$�����2 ��P  !�"#�
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