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Executive Summary
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ABSTRACT
Project Code: RDG3/03/2542
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Green HyperMart, an interactive encyclopedia, is dééigned to assist in teaching first-year
undergraduate students values of plants to people, an introduction to General Botany, It is
aimed at attracting Thai youth to the fun of studying botany by taking them t(hrough
supermarket this generation is familiar with. This reference work illustrates bolanica
information including taxonomy, morphology and biogeography of 100 plant species from which
preduces and products in our everyday lives arise. Nulritional, chemical, and economical data,
production processes and history of approximately 280 consumer items are revealed.
Hypertext program is deliberately operated with multimedia, i.e., text, picture, sound, video, and
animation. Over 4,800 interactive links are created that the users are able to search cross-
references; index of plant species, produces, products; and glossary of over 230 botaniczal and
nutritional terms. Guided guestion sections are created and meant to provoke the users to
browse through the encyciopedia and to start raising their own questions about the simple
produces and products they used everyday. The program is in 2 CD-ROM, easy to use with
standard PC. It is the first internet-based botanical encyclopedia in Thai that was produced
using samples found locally in Thailand. From queslionnaires, high school and first-year
undergraduate students are eager to use this encyclopedia both for classroom works and
general knowledge. Adding information in other branches of bioclogy, ie., zoology and
microbiology, and biotechnology, chemistry, biochemistry, material, and pharmaceutical
sciences could create more comprehensive supermarket encyciopedia. Establishment of two-

way communication between users and subject expertise should be encouraged in the future.

Keywords: encyclopedia, botany, supermarket, plants and people, CD-ROM
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