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Abstract

Community-based fishery management by allowing public participation is
a mean to improve fishery management relevant to policy framework laid down in the
New Thai Constitution of 1997 adopted from the concept of sustainable development.
However, this new management concept and approach of community-based fishery
management has never been implemented in Thailand. Despite there are some forms
of community participation in inland reservoir fishery management, such activities limit
within the communities and have less relationship to general public. In comparison, the
coastal community-based fishery management, which currently has no clear-cut policy

and approach, would capture more attention from general public and all stakeholders.

Community-based fishery management approaches have deeply rooted
customary precedents in some other countries. In this circumstance, there is a plan to
establish community-based fishery management system in Thailand that needs some
times to develop and implement. The measure taken for development and
implementation of coastal community-based fishery management in Thailand is the co-
management approach, which allow all stakeholders to participate in fishery
management. Meanwhile, legal aspects of community-based fishery management need

to be reviewed, amended and enacted accordingly.

The purpose of this research is to review and analyze some of the legal
issues, problems and constraints of a community-based fishery management system in
Thailand. It also provides the recommendation for amending and enacting law and
regulation. Towards this end, the research reveals that Thailand has insufficient legal
instruments to implement community-based fishery management. Three considerations
appear to be the major constraints which include (i) the establishment of fishing rights
for community-based fishery management, (ii) the extent of community-based fishing
right, and (iii) the formation of committee or fishermen organization managing

community-based fishery management and its responsibility and power.
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