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Abstract

The purpose cf this project “A Study of Thai Characteristics as an Applicaticn
for Jewelry Design” was to reveal both “realistic” and “abstract” Thai characteristics
in order to utilize beneficial and apprepirate sources for jewelry designers. It should
create jewelry with specific identity and could complete with the others in international
market. It was &lso increasing a capability of permanent and tong-lasting development
for jewelry industries in Thailand. This study concentrated on Rattanakasin period,
especially in central part of Thailand. 1t was a pilot project, that should becceme an
example for further studies in other parts of Thailand in the future.

The research procedure
Part 1 : Documentary data collection based on humanities, sociclogy, Thai arts and

crafts and Thal jewelry.

Part 2 . Field survey data collection, including a questionaires designed for
selected groups of Thai citizens , interviewing professional artist and designers,
surveying jewelry using in daily life of Thai citizens in central part of Thailand.

Part 3 : Design workshop was arranged for jewelry designers from industries and
government sectors for 2 days to design jewelry wiith Thai characteries by using
informations form part 1 and 2
It was found that the documentary data and figld survey were supported each
others. The abstract

Thai characteristics were expressed in form of Thai identities, freedem, simplicity,

politeness, respectability, seniority etc. These characters were transferred o be

realistic in form of Art objects, such as Architecture, Painting, Sculpture or objects for
daily life ; Basketing, Textile, Ceramics and etc. |t was found that those objects were
created by craftmen or artists or desingers who tried to simplified, imagined the abstract

Thai characteristics into realistic objects under the soclety believed. These objects also

supported need and happiness for living in society. There were & special Thal

charactertics which could be applied to the design :

1. Symmetrical balance and small space refered to the belief in liberation from

defilement of Budhism : the lightners, floating, stillness and serenity.
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2. The composition of elements based upon morality, sociat status which was
emphasized on seniority.

3. Size and proportion should be appropriated for human being. The main
concept emphasized on elegance instead of size which is refered to simplicity and
freedom.

4. Uniformity, neatness, skill, delicacy and decorative arts were the qualification
of Thai arts and crafts. The degree of neatness and skill was beyond faith and function
of works.

5. Using multi-colors especially contrast colors  refered to the way of life of
Thais whoe lieved with nature in tropical climate.

€. Traditionalism refered to the loyalty of tradition. Changing traditional motifs or
patterns were forbidden. Using traditional motifs or patterns were strongly shown Thai
characteristics.

The research was completed upon it's objectives ; there were data of both
“realistic” and “abstract” Thai characteristics for jewelry design. There were 215
pieces cf jewelry that were designed by using research data from the design
workshop. There were sample of thai jewelry using in daily life both traditicnal Thai and
international forms which were grouped under their design inspirations. The results
from this research was not only able to apply far designing other products that need
Thai characteristics but also was able tc use as informaticns for promoting Thai
characteristics in order to advertise and to stimulate an appreciation, interesting and

understanding Thai characteristics to Thai citizens and international as well.
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Thai Gems and Jewelry, Thai Life (Victory Power point Corp.,LTD.)
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Thai Textiles (Susan Conway, 1992)
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Woven Cargoes (John Guy, Hiames and Hudson, 1998)
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