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Abstract

Research Title: Cultural Tourism Model Relating to the Local Knowledge of Birds of the

Karen People in Doi Inthanon National Park.

This research applies Anthropological concepts in order to understand the construction
of Karen knowledge about nature of birds in Doi Inthanon National Park, Chiang Mai
Province. Futhermore, this research applies ecotourism concept and cultural and natural
interpretation concepts to develop local people copping curTent tourism in the area by plaving
as "Local Guide" and using thier knowledg;c to present o visitors.

Karen relates knowledge of birds in folk tales, songs, and proverbs. In folk tales. they
use bird as an actor which can communicate with human being and other aninals. In songs and
proverbs, they use bird as a behavioral symbol. In some part of folk tales, songs, and proverbs;
they use natural character of bird as a behavioral symbol which is a way to teach or transfer
thier knowledge of bird to younger generation so that thier yonger generation can utilize for
thier survival in the future.

Futhermore, from hunting and traping, Karen accumulates behavior of each bird. This
becomes knowledge of birds which Karen use for hunting and traping. Nevertheless, there is a
number of bird which Karen doer not kill, or use as time and season teller, or imagine bird.

Although, Karen has potential to be "local guide” because they accumulate knowledge
of birds for long times. But they has several limitations if they want to be a “good local
guides". They have to be trained in serveral topics, e.g., interpretive language, service technics,
wider torism knowledge, and ect. But in any training, trainer has to concern about gender,

education, and age of trainee.
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