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Abstract
An Ecotourism Model for Wang River Area Project
By

Choosit Choochat

The purpose of this research was to produce an ecotourism model in the Wang
river area as a pilot project for the sustainable tourism. The ecotourism package is
designed to create sustainable communities in which there will be mutual understanding
between the lowland people and highland people in conserving the forest ecosystem

The research methodology was Participatory Action Research (PAR) among
three groups. They were researchers, Karen peasants and representatives from the private
sectors and the public sectors. However, the research 1s carmed out by the researchers and
the Karen peasants. The sample is focused on the peasantry in Pong Sami Village.

From research finding, i1t was found that :

1. The model of ecotourism based on the conservation of the forest ecosystem
Karen culture. It was the model! for sustainable tourism.

2. The tourists understanding of Karen culture through field wrips and the
mass media.

3. Karen peasants learnt the process of the research methodology. The
method will help them to solve some problems in the community and lead to a sustainable
community.

4. The strengths of community are the conservation of the forest ecosystem
by using indigenous knowledge and continuing their hifestyle on the basis of their old

culture.
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The Karen peasantry’s weakness, in economic adaptation, is the depending
on outside people.
5. The research methodology for the model of ecotourism has many tourist
activities to promote a sustainable community.
6. The culture of the Karen peasantry includes conservation techmiques to

preserve the forest ecosystem.
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