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Abstract

This study is an attempt to understand the structural changes of Thai society,
and also to evaluate and record the importances and impact of historical events and
people which have effected Thai society through the past 50 years. The main
methodology in this study is surveying of public opinion or poll. These records are
reflective images of point of views, values and historical memories of people. The
surveys have been conducted nationwide and have been divided into sub-categories of

the political, social and cultural polls.

These public opinion surveys reflected many political and socio-cultural
phenomenon. Firstly, the dominant value of Thai society has changed from traditional
values-that emphasized collective, abstract, subjective value to modern values-that
emphasized objective and individual values. The patron and client relationships which
have been based on the traditional rationality or emotional tie have shifted to be band
upon a more complex money-oriented relationship. Liberal ideology became more
dominant in Thai society. Cultural diversities have been more widely accepted and
became an important characteristic of society. However, some virtues and cuiltural
artifacts retain appreciation in the present. Secondly, the social stratification between
rich and poor is more pronounced, particularly in the dimensions of lifestyle, way of
thinking, dream and also in hope. Thirdly, various political governmental institutions
scored poorly in the survey, in their legitimacy, performance and public trust. While
most Thais give high marks to human rights groups and voluntary organizations.

Finally, social and historical memories are interestingly recorded.





