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ABSTRACT

Iran, in earlier times known as ‘Persia’, is a country with a long and rich history. In
spite of this it is clearly apparent that the people of Thailand know very little about the
cultural and social conditions pertaining thereto. During the past three decades Iran has
experienced a number of important changes resulting from:

- the fall of monarchism during the 1979 Islamic revolution;

- the lengthy war with Iraq; and

- the effect of being beleaguered by economic sanctions that were
imposed by a number of countries, and in particular the United States of
America.

Resulting from the above events, the Thai people have perhaps been given a
biased impression of Iran as most opinions, commentary, and news reports thereon
originated primarily from Western quarters, and these were inevitably responsible for
hiding the true facts pertaining to the country.

A few years ago Iran embraced a more open policy as far as the outside world
was concerned, and this has resulted in and increase in in-bound tourism each
successive year since it was adopted. Further, the United Nations Assembly unanimously
accepted a proposal put forward by H.E. Mohamed Katami, Iran’s current president, that
the year 2001 be adopted as the year of ‘Dialogue Amongst Civilizations'. It thus became
a good time for us to glean more knowledge of a country that had at one time been
recognized as one of the ‘cradles of civilization’, and to bring into focus once more, the
400 year long relationship that has existed between Thailand and Iran.

The main purpose of the project is to produce and publish a book featuring Iran,
and to provide sufficient information therein to the reader through a succession of
chapters, namely:

- An historical background containing information on the Persian Empire
and the embracement of Islam up to the Islamic Revolution in 1979;
- Their cultural belief showing how this in inextricably bound to the way of

life of the Iranian people;
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- The economy with emphasis on the petroleum and other significant
industries;

- The Iranian character, family, and way of life;

- Iranian women;

- The artistry of the Persian carpet, and its value as an export product

- Iranian film production which has been referred to in international film

circles;

- The modernization of Iranian culture, and the inflow of Western
technology;

- Tracing the Thai-Iran relationship back to the root of the appearance of

Iranian culture in Thailand, and the influence this had had on Thai

society.
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