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Abstract

Water puppet (mua roi nuoc) was originally a village performing art among
peasant communities on the Red River delta in north Vietham. In 1956, after
independence, the socialist government created the national puppet theatre and
supported a group of official artist to learn the art of puppetry from the peasants and
staged regular performances. The dissertation accounts for the development of this
theatre.

Anthropological fieldwork was conducted in Hanoi from October 2001 to
February 2002 to collect data on historical development of the theatre and daily life of
official artists affiliated to the national troupe. It is found that contemporary standard
repertoire consists of 16 episodes which were selected from the original village
repertoire. The standard episodes depict mainly scenes of peasant life showing a
variety of agricultural activities, family members, with water featuring as a basic
component of village life. Besides, there are historical and mythological scenes alluding
to heroism, supernatural strength, fertility and celestial beauties. The dominant
message of the entire show is the idyllic image of Vietham represented by the peasant,
nature, history and mythological power. Together they present an alternative to the

usual image of war-torn Vietnam.
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1.Vinh Quy Bai To (qmmmuuviaamau)
Vo Nuoc (Bai Hat)
Via: Minh Quan Luong Te tao phung di
Tai Tu giai nhan
Te Ngo Nan
Hat : Nhan khang oi a a a vat
oi a thich | oi nhan khang
oi i a a vat oi a thinh

aaoi iaoia

Muc thuong muc a a a oi

Comay haoii i i Song bac hi

A chuc mung dan ta
Co ben duoc chu i
Aaaoi i l[tamoiatamda i a oi

Aioi aiaoa

A sao cho la co ben phai, phap i i oi
Oiiiauiidi
Oianca i i iii i/

Aani calacobencovo i i i

De: (0000...)

2. Bat Co, Teu (ZA&2UASY LABANNIUKEWITILNT)
( Bat Co ) Anh em ba con oi ( “Sao”—Dan De)

Non nuoc cu bao thoi quanh liet

Dat Hung Vuong lac Viet la day

Mau ta tung tham dat nay

Trong rong co mo tung bay giua troi



(Teu ) Oi anh em ba con oi ( “Sao”—Dan De)
Toi ra day co phai rung xanh khong nhi
Khong rung xanh thi ai biet la ai ( Dan De)
Chinh ten toi la
La gi nao (Dan De)
La Teu
Nhin sang dieu tuoi con nien thieu
Nhung co tam hy sao di ky
Phuong roi nuoc sang tao rat ting vi

Cung vat dong tran di tay tro

Anh em ba con nay (“Sao”—Dan De)

Teu toi khong phai la nguoi thuong dau day nhe
The la nguoi gi nao ( Dan De)

Teu toi von dong tien thien thuong

Boi hoai dao trich xuong tran gian

Thay su doi ( boi roi (2)), da doan

Nen Teu toi moi phai ( lan loi (2))

De lo toan su roi day ba con a

Thoi viec khoi hai ta cung nen van tat

Hat mot cau tro lai buong tro nhe
(Bai Hat)

Ta tam ao ta, ta lai ve

Ta tam ao ta

Du o trong bay gio du

Duc nay a

Ay ao nha van hon

Cay lua xanh don dong que

Que oi, ta que ta mo lo nay a

Ay tung bung Xom thon

3. Rong Phun Lua, Nuoc (3aaiansnwlinuin)
(Dan Nhac)



“Dang Dan”- Cheo Co

4. Lan Tranh Cau (gndslalagegnuaa)
Anh chi em oi (“Sao”-Dan De)
Su tu la bach thu chi vuong
Thai thu nay ra dien hien truong
Tranh dua mot cuoc rat hung cuong
Chua biet cau nay ve tay ai giat
(Dan Nhac)
“‘Dang Dan”-Cheo Co

5. Mua Phuong (agmzﬁﬂum?'lm)

(Dan Nhac)

Bai Hat “Duong truong ban thuoc™Cheo Co

Hat:  Vay vung canh chim Lan Phuong di i i oi i ioi i i
Sanh doi tren mat ho oi ai oi ta thoi ta co yeu nhau
Tinh nay a nhu chim loan phuong

Doi ta nhu chim loan phuong

6. Nong Nghiep (qm%%m%uun)
6.1 Di Cay, Bua (11%1)
(Hat Tho Co)
Toi xin ke ve dong lua nuoc
Ru bong que xanh mat tre lang
Lung trau sao thoi veo von
Hoi ai co nho co huong...thi ve
(Hat Xap)
Ru nhau di cay di cay
Bay gio kho nhoc, moi co ngay phong luu
Tren dong can duoi dong sau

Chong cay, vo cay

Con trau no di bua



Em chu thuong anh
Bi bom som trua (2)
(Nu via)
Nay anh ca, anh hai day oi oi (“Sao”-Dan De)
Con trau di truoc cai cay luong sau thi cot moi day hoi anh
(Nam via)
Tinh ta nhu tam lua vang
Dung hong cho bac
Dung Dam cho phai
Day co ca co hai do oi
(Nu via)
Nay chi em oi (“Sao”-Dan De)
Chong em vat va cay
De em cay danh ma mua cho xanh
Day chi em oi
(Hat) Coem i i em dicay kia la

Yem tham tham tren vai

Lua i i len i i i i lennay
Lua i i nen (xanh biec i i )2
Canh dong laung nay cay i i luareo i i

6.2 Cau Ech (annu)
O! Nay anh em ba con oi! (“Sao”-Dan De)
Nguoi ta cau bien cau song

Toi nay cau lay con ong chau ba, day ba con a!

O nay ba con oi (“Sao”-Dan De)

A ten toi la Trang, cung Chang day ma
Tieng cau ech da lung hang phu

Non doi dau do thoi deo co

Ngoe mac moi hoa do treo tren

Bo ao chuom toi cung men len

Truc mot can tay toi lien nhu

Ech thay hoa nhay ra cham cho

Dop lay moi no chang tha moi ra



Giat mat cai toi be ngay vao do day ba con a

O nay ba con oi! (“Sao”-Dan De)

Tom lay moi de toi cau con ech nhal

Oi, gioi oi ech no ra nhieu qua

Day! Day! Con nay to qua day, toi phai bat
Con nay moi duoc

Day, day (giat len)

A, duoc roi ba con oi

Oi, gioi oi ran no ra toi phai chay ra

Ran no ra day ba con oi

7. Ong Ba chan vit, Danh Cao (qaam@nmmigﬂdtﬂﬂ)
Ong Lao: Ay la thay giong vit, chi biet sinh ma chang biet nuoi
O! nay ba con oi (“Sao”-Dan De)
Vo chong toi von tinh nghe ap vit (“ap vit’-Dan De)
Khi trung no day 1 lo chat khit (“chat khit"-Dan De)
Luc an no toi lai vit vao long (“vit vao long”-Dan De)
Co lau gan cu nhau trong
Ay nghe ngong phai trong loai len ket
Day ba con a
Ba no dau roi
Ba Lao: A toi day, toi day
Ong Lao: Ra coi vit di cho
Ba Lao: Nay ong! Ta phai trong nom cho can than keo Cao no bat vit day ong a
Ong Lao: Phai day (2) Ba no a, o the ba coi dang kia, toi coi dang nay ba no a
O nay ba no oi cai dao nay dan vit minh beo mup beo mip ra day ba a
Ba Lao: Dung day ong a
Ong Lao: Chung ta phai trong nom can than, khong thi con cao bat mat con vit ba a
Ba Lao: Ong xup toi lua dan vit sang ben nay di ong
Ong Lao: Cao no ra ba con oi, oi oi oi bat no ho toi, con cao voi ba con oi
(Cao vo duoc con vit)

Ba Lao: The la con cao no bat mat con vit roi, chan nuoi the nay lo von mat thoi



Ta lua dan vit ve di ong oi

8. Dua Thuyen (ZAL2IL32)
Loa loa loa loa... ( “loa gi ma dai the’-tieng de)
Moi ba con ra xem tro dua thuyen
Thon chung chit khan dieu
Thon doai mang khan luc
Thon muc vat khan vang
Nao tat ca hay vao hang
Tro lenh ban do suc
Loa loa loa loa...
(Bai Hat) Cheo cheo thuyen
Vuot tren con nuoc
Vuot genh vuot thac
Qua con song ca
Muon vang gan lan
Qua con song giu
Ta vung tay cheo (2)
Du ho du, du oi du, du du, du ho du(2)

Thon chung da ve nhat loa loa loa...

9. Danh Ca (3A3u1lan)
Que ta day bien lua vang
Ho ao ca luon tung dan lao sao
Ca vui song nuoc dat dao
Ca mung ca dop trang sao tren troi
(Bai Hat) Ta thu cau troi, ta ngoi buon
Ta thu cau troi
Hoa oi, may bay gio ca dop nay a
Ay chim troi luon quan
Ca loi tung tang ca buon
Ca loi tung tang em di buon bay gio, em biet nay a

Ay giai vang cung ai



10. Boi Bat Vit (qm'i'lmfﬁmi';]m)
Chi em oi (“Sao”-Dan De)
Ra day ma xem
Trai thon dong
Trai thon doai

Dua tai bat vit

11. Le Loi (zan#a3diatay)
Nam Quoc Son Ha
Nam De cu
Tiet nhien dinh menh tai thien cu
Co sao lu giac sang xam pham
Khien ca lang que phai giat thu

Lieu Thang: Quan bay dot,pha,diet

Le Loi: Tam quan hay te chinh tran tien
Trai nam nhi dung trong troi dat
Guom Quyet the bat khuat tha nhan
Co le dau trieu bich lai ve tan
Nuoc Nam Viet ha xung than minh tac
Tuot Guom thieng chem dau lu giac
Nuoc non nay vung chac ngan thu
Dung den len tieu diet quan thu
Chu tuong giac Lieu Thang la no

Lieu Thang: Cha Cha...Ta vang lenh trieu trung a
Tuc nguyen xoai trieu minh phong tang
O trieu dinh ta quyen cao nhat dang
Dem quan sang danh pha nuoc nam
Mi hay mau mau ha ma quy hang
Khong ta se pha tan dat nuoc a

Le Loi: Kha Khen cho loai lieu tac
Giam dem quan lam giac nuoc nam
Hay mau mau ha ma lai hang
Khong ta se phanh thay muon manh

Lieu Thang: Thoi thoi bat tat phai



Nhieu loi mi cung ta giao chien
Le Loi: Cuoi khoai chi

Ta moi ra tay, than vo ma Lieu Thang da tu tran tien
Tam Quan-Thu khi gioi hoi binh ban thuong

(Tra kiem)
Tu dan lac nghiep
Non nuoc thanh binh
Dao choi xem phong canh huu tinh
Du ho lac nhan quan hue thao
Quai la quai la co vat gi an hien
Gan day-dem kiem than ra chem vat nay
Cho het lu quai yeu treu nhieu

(Bai Hat) Ba thuoc guom than, pha giac kia
Muon ten,xam luoc, het ra oai
Guom than, nay da ve noi cu

Hoan kiem ho xua dau van ghi

12. Bat Am (3AUNAKA3)

(Nhac dan toc)

13. Bat Tien (3A32111%1911)

(Hat via) Nhuoc thuy la chon quan tien
Nay giang chi vuong mau thiep dao tien
Sac vu i cho toi tich tien
Dang hoa qua de mung dueyn tien chua
Tren mat nuoc nhu thuong khuc vu
Thuan nghich xin mua thu moi tro

(Hat) Huong tien i thomngat i ngao i i
Man ma i i moiluong duyen i i
Mieng em cuoi, mieng em cuoi
Nhu doa hoa sen i hi i

Nay da trang non na mai toc em den



Nay da trang non na thuyen thua anh biec
Ngoc thua ve hong, tuong dau em la nguoi
Nguoi ngoc nu thien cung em tu khoe minh

Minh co nho i tien khong i i i

14. Tu Linh (20 &0 4 7ika)

Troi sinh thanh de

Vua Ngu Ngai vang

Thien dia nhan van vat quan sinh
Vu tru noi bach cam bach thu
Con thi phi, conthi vu

Hanh trung cu nhi bo trung qui

Ay may do “Long, Ly, Qui,Phuong”

15. Choi Trau (ZA71HAIY)

(Hat)

(Hat)

Du ai buon dau ban dau

Mong nam thang tam choi trau thi ve
Mac du ai buon ban trong nghe

Oi mong muoi thang tam thi ve

Xem choi trau day ba con

Anh em ba con oi (“Sao”-Tieng De)
Co an co choi moi goi la trau

Moi ba con ra dong xem choi trau nha!

Huc lan bo vang con bo den
Huc lan bo vang bo vang het oi a
Dam Oang xuong ao con bo may

Huc lan bo tao

(tieng co vu) Co len co len, co len nao

Trau den co len

Trau den thua roi



16. Mua Su Tu (za1Badsla)

Boi boi lua tot, nong chat cot day

Hoi lang mung vui

Xin moi ba con ra xem mua su tu nha
(Tieng De)

Di xem hoi day ba con a

Xem mua su tu day
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