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Abstract
Project Code : 5ASP/TRF/045/2544
Project Title : Lesson From a Nepali Village : A Study of Prakartinagar's Local Wisdom
and self-sufficiency
Investigator : Patporn Phoothong , Asian Resource Foundation

Email address : patporn patt@hotmail.com

Project Duration : November 2001 — February 2002

Lesson From a Nepali Village : A Study of Prakartinagar's Local Wisdom and
Self-sufficiency, aims to study and collect data of Hindu villagers who rely on traditional
agriculture. More specific issue focuses on their self — sufficiency. Villagers in poorest
country in the world will use main outputs of study as reflection on sustainable resource
conservation potential. The methodology of study is participatory research, interview
and observation on Moral and Believing, Traditional, Resource Conservation,
Agricultural, Community Welfare, Health, Food and Nutrition, Local Technology, Art,
handicraft and How to relay from generation to next generation.

According to the result of the study, Prakatinagar villager's wisdom and self
reliance have a strong foundation from their traditional agricultural society and Hinduism
which believes in polytheism and power beyond the nature. The extended family and
cast system are the main factors in maintaining culture, local wisdom and existence of
the religion over generations. Being a newly established community, a 50 year old
Prakatinagar is flexible and compromising in term of value and rigidity of the belief. This
can be seen from occupation of the villagers and interaction of people from different
casts in the local market system. The access to government service and new
technology for agricultural activities though lift up the quality of people live, the self
reliance of people is also deteriorated.

No different from other villages in rest of the world, the Prakinagar is confronting
the penetration of globalization. When the road came to Prakinagar, not only urban is
connected with rural but new goods and values are also brought to the village. Now a
day, the villagers especially young people’s enthusiasm is no longer confined to the
village and Katmandu even parents also feel that they are not any more abandoned by
the outside world. However the industrial development master plan and other forms
western oriented development have taken away young people from the Prakinagar and

their own self identity. It is a nature of fact that no one can avoid this change caused by



globalization but studying the local wisdom and self-sufficiency is the alternative way for
self understanding and self value. Through this way, despite globalization, they can
select to obtain relevant changes. People outside Prakatinagar may recall their own
community and open their mine to accept and appreciate diversity which is a way

towards sustainable development of our global village.
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