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Abstract

This Handbook of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka is a
guideline book to introduce and to provide the baseline knowledge of Sri
Lanka or Ceylon which has a close relationship with Thailand in the fields of
long standing Theravada Buddhist exchange as well as diplomatic and
commercial contracts.

The main purpose of this book is to promote and contribute to the
mutual cultural and academic understanding between the two countries,

Sri Lanka and Thailand in order to achieve closer ties. It is hoped that this
book will provide the baseline knowledge of Sri Lanka leading to deeper
studies in the future.

The book is divided into 4 chapters. Chapter 1 : General Background
of Sri Lanka about Land and People. Chapter 2 : Historical Background from
the Past to the Present; Political, Economic, Socio-Cultural, Sciences and
Technological Developments. Chapter 3 : Political and Ethnic Conflicts; from
Localization to Internationalization. Chapter 4 : Foreign Policy after
Independence and Relationship Between Sri Lanka and Thailand from the

Past to the Present.
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year Total No. Votes % % Election No. No. % of
of Voters Polled Polled | Rejected Won Seats Votes Total
Votes By Won Polled
1947 | 3,048,145 1,710,150 55.8 2.1 U.N.P. 42 751,432 43.9
1952 | 2,990,912 | 2,114,615 | 70.7 1.34 U.N.P. 54 1,026,005 | 485
1956 | 3,464,159 | 2,391,538 69 95 M.E.P. 51 1,046,277 | 437
1960- | 3,724,507 | 2,889,282 | 77.6 .89 U.N.P. 50 909,043 31.4
March
1960- | 3,724,507 2,821 75.9 .63 S.L.F.P. 75 1,022,171 36.2
July
1965 | 4,710,887 | 3,821,918 82.1 .75 U.N.P. 66 1,590,929 41.6
1970 | 5,505,028 | 4,672,656 85.2 053 S.L.F.P. 9 2,442,402* 52.2
1977 | 6,666,589 | 6,243,573 86.7 53 U.N.P. 140 3,179,221 50.9
1989 | 9,374,164 | 5,962,031 63.6 6.13 U.N.P. 110 2,838,005 47.6
1994 | 10,945,065 | 8,344,101 76.24 4.80 P.A. 9N 3,887,823 46.5

*SLFP got 91 seats and received 1,839,979 votes which was 36.9% of total polled.

Source : Data obtained from Parliament of Sri Lanka, Lake House Colombo, 1972-1995

1 Samaranayake, Gamini. “Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka : Reconstituting the Polity Through

Constitutional Reform.” Ethnicity and Constitutional Reform in South Asia. (Colombo :

Manohar, 1998) p.184-185.




Table 2 : Sri Lankan presidential election, 1988

Candidate Votes %

Ranasinghe Premadasa (UNP) 2,569,199 50.4
Sirimavo Bandaranaike (SLFP) 2,289,868 449
Ossie Abeygoonesekara (USA)* 235,719 4.6

Turn-out = 53.4%
*USA = United Socialist Alliance
Source : Austin, Dennis, Democracy and Violence in India and Sri Lanka. (London : The Royal

Institute of International Affairs, 1994) p.78.
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! Indraratna, A.D.V. de S. (ed.) Fifty Years of Sri Lanka’s Independence : A Socio Economic Review.

(Colombo : Sri Lanka Institute of Social and Economic Studies. 1998). P.46-47.
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" Ibid., p.49.
? “Ranil Wickremesinghe”. Time. (April 28, 2003) p.48.
®“Snap polls sought in Sri Lanka”. Bangkok Post. (May 11, 2003). p.4.
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"Indraratna, A.D.V. de S. “Economic Development and Policy : An Overview.” Fifty Years of
Sri Lanka’s Independence : A Socio-Economic Review. p.1

% Ibid., p.2.
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! “Budget Proposal-2003 by CNCI”. Sri Lanka Daily News. (October 11, 2002). p.19.
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AT 1 HARATINGaTINAe TulszmAlgae A.A. 1980-2000 (W.A. 2523-2543)

Gross domestic product (GDP), mid-year population (POP),
Per capita GDP (PGDP), and their growth rates, 1980-2000

1996 Prices POP Growth Rates
GDP PGDP

Rs. mn. Rs. Thousands GDP PGDP POP

1980 340207.8 23080.6 14740.0 - - -
1981 359864.2 24156.8 14897.0 5.8 4.7 1.1
1982 378112.9 24893.9 15189.0 5.1 3.1 2.0
1983 396867.0 25743.8 15416.0 5.0 34 1.5
1984 416915.0 26727.0 15599.0 5.1 3.8 1.2
1985 437582.1 27630.4 15837.0 5.0 34 1.5
1986 456316.2 28312.7 16117.0 4.3 2.5 1.8
1987 462949.6 28295.9 16361.0 1.5 -0.1 1.5
1988 4754417 28665.2 16586.0 2.7 1.3 1.4
1989 486140.6 28926.6 16806.0 2.3 0.9 1.3
1990 516152.7 30374.4 16993.0 6.2 5.0 1.1
1991 539954.8 31307.2 17247.0 4.6 3.1 1.5
1992 563061.9 32350.6 17405.0 4.3 3.3 0.9
1993 602171.5 34177.4 17619.0 6.9 5.6 1.2
1994 636061.5 35603.8 17865.0 5.6 4.2 1.4
1995 670742.2 37033.0 18112.0 55 4.0 1.4
1996 695934.0 37998.0 18315.0 3.8 2.6 1.1
1997 739763.0 39875.1 18552.0 6.3 4.9 1.3
1998 774796.0 41269.6 18774.0 4.7 3.5 1.2
1999 808340.0 424481 19043.0 4.3 2.8 1.4
2000 (a) 857035.0 44270.6 19359.0 6.0 4.1 1.7




Notes : (a) Provisional.

Source : Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual Report, various issues.

A1399 2 : NTUNENAUAFNSTNR Tutag ALA. 1995-1999 (W.A. 2538-2542)

MAJOR IMPORTS — 1995 — 1999 (VALUE IN Rs. Mn.)

41

GATEGORY 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
1. Consumer Goods 60,508 68,372 72,062 80,956 87,060
Food & Drinks 36,901 44,374 45,996 46,543 46,116
Rice 122 5,118 4,331 2,621 3,290
Sugar 8,737 8,026 10,788 8,384 7,448
Wheat 10,155 11,267 8,128 8,133 7,792
Other 17,887 19,966 22,749 27,405 27,586
Other Consumer Goods 23,607 23,995 26,066 34,413 40,943
2. Intermediate Goods 138,475 153,117 182,754 192,240 210,439
Petroleum 19,827 26,525 31,828 22,275 30,124
Fertilizer 4,406 4,189 3,916 3,989 4,690
Chemicals 7,310 7,402 8,024 9,241 9,590
Textiles & Clothing 59,375 64,601 81,816 90,099 93,105
Other Intermediate Goods 47,557 50,400 57,170 66,636 72,929
3. Investment Goods 60,916 66,647 78,232 95,322 110,599
Machinery & Equipment 25,769 35,987 43,853 50,592 47,736
Transport Equipment 15,564 9,885 12,276 17,098 37,191
Building Materials 13,956 14,540 16,030 19,590 18,296
Other Investment Goods 5,627 6,235 6,073 8,042 7,376
4. Unclassified 12,301 12,940 12,978 11,757 8,126
TOTAL IMPORTS 272,200 301,076 346,026 380,275 416,223

Source — Annual Report 1999, Central Bank of Sri Lanka
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Real output Growth Unit 1991 1992 1995 1996 1999 2000 1991-
(a) 2000 (b)
Agriculture, Forestry, and fishing | % growth 1.9 -1.6 3.3 -4.6 4.5 1.8 1.9
Agriculture % growth 0.8 -2.4 3.3 -5.1 4.4 1.7 1.6
Tea % growth 3.2 -25.7 1.6 5.1 1.3 7.8 3.6
Rubber % growth -8.8 2.1 0.9 6.3 1.0 -8.0 -1.8
Coconut % growth -13.3 5.1 5.1 -7.6 9.1 8.0 2.1
Paddy % growth -5.9 -2.0 4.7 -26.7 6.6 -0.3 2.0
Mining and Quarrying % growth -10.0 -6.0 3.4 8.9 4.1 4.8 2.2
Manufacturing % growth 6.8 8.8 9.2 6.5 4.4 9.2 8.0
Export Processing % growth -5.6 -12.6 4.4 1.0 3.8 4.2 1.9
Factory Industry % growth 9.5 13.0 10.0 7.3 4.5 10.4 9.3
Small Industry % growth 54 5.1 71 6.3 4.8 5.5 6.0
Services % growth 5.8 5.6 5.1 5.5 9.8 2.3 5.7
GDP % growth 6.2 4.6 5.6 55 4.7 52 6.0
Notes : (a) Provisional ; (b) Average annual growth rate.
Source : Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual Report, various issues.
FNINT 4 1 NI UIDNENTR LUATAIN ALA. 1999 (W.A. 2542)
REALIZED INVESTMENTS IN BOI INTERPRISES - 1999
SECTOR No. of Foreign Local Total
Projects Rs. Mn. Rs. Mn. Rs. Mn.
1. Food, Beverages & Tobacco 147 5,475.5 6,325.4 11,800.9
2. Textile, Wearing Apparel & Leather (a) 417 18,248.3 10,381.4 28,629.7
3. Wood & Wood Products 25 578.2 394.0 972.2
4. Paper, Paper Products, Printing & 21 489.4 208.3 697.7
Publishing
5. Chemicals, Petroleum, Coal, Rubber & 100 7,930.2 2,398.4 10,328.6
Rubber Products
6. Non-Metalic, Mineral Products 63 4,080.5 2,918.2 6,998.7
7. Fabricated Metal, Machinery&Transport 38 4,702.6 958.1 5660.7
8. Manufactured Products (n.e.s.) 158 5,104.5 3,120.5 8,225.0
9. Services 430 70,363.1 32,340.6 102,703.7
Total 1399 116,972.3 59,044.9 176,017.2

**Provisional

(a) Including 200 Garment Factory Programme, Projects approved under section 17 of the Board of Investment Law

For the Year 1999.
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" De Silva, K.M. A History of Sri Lanka. p. 413-416.
? Institute of Policy Studies. Sri Lanka : State of the Economy 2001. (Colombo : Institute of Policy
Studies, 2001) p.120.
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Literacy by Sector and Sex
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Census | Census | Census Census Census LF&SE Household Demographic
1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 Survey Survey Survey
1985/86 1991 1994
All Island
Total 62.8 69.0 76.8 78.5 86.5 84.2 86.9 90.1
Male 76.5 80.7 85.6 85.6 90.5 88.6 90.0 92.5
Female 46.2 55.5 67.1 70.9 82.8 80.0 83.8 87.9
Urban
Total 76.2 82.6 87.7 86.2 93.3 89.1 92.3 93.2
Male 84.5 88.5 91.8 90.3 95.3 92.4 94.0 94.8
Female 65.7 741 82.5 81.5 91.0 86.1 84.3 91.8
Rural
Total 60.1 66.4 70.1 76.2 84.5 84.6 87.1 89.5
Male 74.7 79.0 83.9 84.1 89.0 88.5 89.9 92.1
Female 43.0 52.4 63.6 67.9 79.9 80.7 84.36 87.1
Estate
Total 59.4 66.1
Male 74.5 79.0
Female 459 52.8
Source :

- Labour Finance and Socio-economic Survey (1985-1986), Department of Census and Statistics

- Household Income and Expenditure Survey (1991), excluding North & East

- Department of Census and Statistics,

- Demographic Survey 1994, excluding North & East
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FN3NT 2 : ARsEmlsAeTenneulutast] 1973-1994 (W.A. 2516-2537)

Unemployment Rates by Educational Levels

Educational 1973 1981/82 1994
Level Total Male Female Total Total Male Female
No Schooling 8.4 2.4 24 2.6 3.5 4.6 2.3
Primary Education 14.1 4.8 3.8 7.8 3.8 3.8 3.7
Incomplete 37.1 14.6 9.6 33.5 16.8 14.9 22.9

Secondary Education

GCE (OL) 47.4 24.5 14.5 42.0 20.3 16.3 28.3
GCE (AL) 444 34.8 22.0 52.2 22.6 15.6 30.7
Undergraduate - 41.2 42.9 40.0 - - -
University degree & higher 16.2 9.7 8.1 121 3.1 25 4.0
degree

All levels 24.0 1.7 7.8 21.3 13.3 1.4 17.9

Source : Consumer Finances and Socio-Economic Survey 1973, Central Bank Labour
Force Survey 1981/82, Department of Census and Statistics Demographic

Survey 1994, excluding North & East, Department of Census.
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1 Samarasinghe, Daya. “Health”, Fifty Years of Sri Lanka’s Independence : A Socio-Economic
Review. p.343.
% Ibid., p.343-344.
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mendl 1 FaiugnsguannEIRTesszanslunsszmALLLieiTe p.A. 1995-1997
(W.A. 2538-2540)
Country Population Crude Crude Life Total Contraceptive
Growth Rate | Birth Rate Death Rate Expectancy Fertility Prevalence
Rate* (1994) | Rate* (1994)
India 1.8 26.6 8.9 62.2 3.2 41
Pakistan 2.8 37.3 7.9 64.0 5.4 12
Malaysia 2.0 25.2 4.8 72.0 3.5 -
Philippines 2.0 28.0 5.7 68.3 3.9 40
Indonesia 1.5 23.2 7.6 65.1 2.8 55
Thailand 1.0 19.2 7.0 68.3 1.8 74
China 1.0 17.3 71 69.9 1.8 83
Sri Lanka 1.2 19.0 5.8 731 2.1 66

Source : World Health Statistics, 1995 and Human Development Report, 1997,

ANNN 2

(W.A. 2543)

frtiuansduaulszanIuaz AN NI anaATAINT T A.A. 2000

1. Basic Indicators

Area :

Mid Year Population (2000) :

Population growth rate (2000)

Life expectancy at birth (2000)

Infant mortality rate (2000)

Gross school enrolment ratio (2000) (a)

Adult literacy rate (2000)

Human development index (HDI) (2000)

Human poverty index (HPI) (2000)

Unit

Sqg. km.

(*000)

%

Years

per 1000 live births
%

%

Value

Value

65,606
19,359
1.7
731
17

66

0.733
20.3

Source : Sri Lanka State of the Economy 2001. p.120.
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1 Wijesekera, R.O.B. “Science and Technology in Independent Sri Lanka.” Fifty Years of Sri Lanka’s

Independence : A Socio-Economic Review. p.401.
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| BFAUNINNE T s ANEN I 21AYARINTEHAINTANAINTD HLAIWANAIIY 1980
Wusiunn asdnnsdneinenAaniuasdmusssnuisantszanes (UNESCO) T liaaa
TOEMABUATHRUINTNIUTBIADTUANG ] wianll  AstludlewFeumeunisimmn

¥ a o = o A o [ dl v =
nesnInenAmansiavinalulagivesiguiarsainiudsunaAine uinuluem@auas

dszmanimuinds s ludutiaesrdainieg lunueinn (9n131en 1 tsznew)

P97 1 : A ldanelunsatuayuiannmanemansuazmatulaivesmme
5 ] Ing Ao nile SluAIedNARHANI ANz 1105 (GNP) Tutas
A.A. 1993-1996 (N.A. 2536-2539)
Table : Expenditure on Science & Technology

Expressed as a percentage of Gross National Product in between 1993-1996

Country % From Government % From Private Sector | Total Funds Available
Funding (Industry for R&D as % od GNP
Australia a 0.86 0.69 1.55
Germany b 0.79 1.79 2.58
India a 0.61 0.18 0.79
Indonesia a 0.31 # #
Japan a 0.61 2.06 2.67
Malaysia e 0.49 # 0.49
New Zealand a 0.60 0.28 0.88
Singapore a 0.41 0.49 0.90
South Korea a 0.21 1.38 1.59
Taiwan a 0.51 0.89 1.40
Thailand b 0.19 # #
United Kingdom a 0.70 1.33 2.03
United States a 0.68 2.04 2.72
Sri Lanka d <0.18 0.00 <0.18

# Not estimated
Sources :
a Science and Technology Budget statement : Australian. Government publishing House

1995 as quoted by Ray shaw in Proceeding of the ASCA Seminar on R&D Management for

? Ibid., p.405.
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Sustainable Industry Development in Asia & Pacific Region, JISTEC, Bangkok, Jan. 1996

b Dr Shanthad Rjanasoonthod, at ASCA Seminar

C Dr M Achmad Rifai at ASCA Seminar.

d M A T de Silva (1993X, NARESA in References cited.

e Ministry of Science, Technology and the Environment, Annual Report (1996), Kuala Lumpur.
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2000 (W.A. 2543) LilusWNN

1 Samaranayake, V.K. “Fifty Years of Information Technology.” Fifty Years of Sri Lanka’s

Independence : A Socio-Economic Review. p.419.
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