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Abstract.
Project Code : RDG4330004
Project Title : Good Science Books Research Project .
Investigators : Associate Professor Shaiwatna Kupratakuln , Research Leader, Retiree .

E - mail Address : kshaiwat@hotmail.com

Project Duration : December 1, 1999 - June 1, 2001

The research project aims to collect, search for and select good science books in Thai
published as far back as possible to the early history of Thai scripts up to the end of the year
1993 ( before the beginning of the research effort at least 5 years ). It is expected that there will
be about 100 good science books reflecting Thai scientific wisdom, both science fact and
science fiction, selected with critical analysis and rigorous criticism. The scope of books being
considered includes straight science books ( i.e., pure science, general science, applied science
and technology ), books on nature, books on the environment, books on philosophy, religion,
society and culture related with science. The following types of books are not considered:
manuals, textbooks ( in general ), specific and technical books and translated works. The
research team consists of 10 researchers and 6 advisors. The research work started on
December 1, 1999 and concluded on June 1, 2001, a period of 18 months. The research
process concentrates on thorough searching and collecting targeted books by the research team
and the assistance from the public, through meeting, seminars, forums, special lectures,
progress reports, to the targeted groups directly and mass media. Criteria for critical evaluation
of good science books were constructed and used in selection of the targeted books. The first
good science books seminar was held on August 30, 2000 as mid-project seminar to inform the
public on the mid-project progress. The second good science books seminar was held on March
28, 2001 as final-project seminar to announce the final results. The research effort concludes
with a list of 88 good science books reflecting Thai scientific wisdom which Thai people should
know. The list is divided into 3 categories: (1) Fiction, 29 titles; (2) Featuristic books, 30 titles;
(3) General knowledge, 29 titles. The earliest is Traipoompraruang by Praya Lithai, in
Sukhothai era. During the course of research work, it is evident of two serious problems
concerning the collection and conservation of Thai scientific wisdom, both by the individuals and
agencies such as libraries and publishers. From the research team and the recommendations
from the participants of the second good science books seminars, there are several science
reading related issues which are recommended for further researches or studies. They are :
good science books published after 1993, needs and problems of science magazines in
Thailand, translated science books, published works by Juntree Siriboonrod, science poetry, etc.

Good science books research project is funded by the The Thailand Research Fund ( TRF ).


mailto:kshaiwat@hotmail.com

Keywords : Good science books, Thai scientific wisdom, Fiction, Featuristic books,

General knowledge books.



