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Road campalgn faﬂmgg

to sober up dnvers

" ART HIT KHWAHKHOM
’Ihe Nation

1
!
!
|

A CAMPAIGN against drinking and |
driving launched last year has se far | i
failed to reduce the number of relat- i
edi injuries, according to the results of ]
‘a study released by the Natlonal Puh-
hc Health Foundation. **. -

‘' The researcher, Dr Adxsak Paht- :
ponkanpun blamed lax enforcément |

| “of the Iaw for the failure and calléd for |
i“hospitals to record the blood alcohol | i

].8'u els of those injured in road acczdent.s 1
as evidence for the police.
7 The study, conducted between J an-

_uary and November found that casu-

iver's blond alcahol level was more
‘stituted 37 per cent of patients admit-

i " General, Lerdsin General, Police and
mamhol ‘hospitals in Banvkok

altles from road accidents where the - J

|

“than 50 milligrams (the legal limit) con- !

" ted to intensive care units at Central | -

* The number decreased slightly mid-

year ‘and then rose to 33 per cent
between September and November, the
- study found. It concluded that the
- number of injuries involving drunk dri-

“ving fluctuated according to the sea-

. §On. The number is higher during fes-

-tive seasons around the beginning f
" drunk driving was in any case against
_the law. : i

“and end of the year, when alcohol
-consumption increases.

' Due to limited manpower, police had
“get up just one checkpoint a day on only ,
-:three days a weék (Tuesdays, Fri- |

‘;days-and Saturdays) to check for ;

,' drunk drivers. ‘ ;
- "Under the Land Trafﬁr: Act the ;
 penalty for driving with a bloed alco-.
- hol level ahave the legal limit is. a-i

_maximum of three months in Jaﬂ and -

.a fine of between Bt2 000 and'
- Bt10,000, or both. -

.. study were not afraid of the law. Of the
’ they believed there was only a slim

 chance of them being checked by police
:for drunk driving. 1

_.the blood alcohol levels of patients

- did not think the practice would vio-

‘Adisak said the study showed that g
the “No Drunk Driving” project,
launched in J uly last year, had failed ;

- to achieve its goal of reducing the :
numberlof u‘gunes eau:ed bydm.ukdn— H

vmg .
- He said enforcement of the law' N
against drunk driving remamed pOoT,

‘Most of t.he metonsta surveyed in, the

'1,027 regular drivers, 82 per cent said -

- Adisak also suggested that hOSpI«I,
tals should record information about

from car accidents for reference by the
police or affected parties. He said he

late the basic nghts of patients as

Tt
#l

ne . g
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Drunk drlvers ruletheroads

~ Pathetic police enforcement means
alcohol-related deaths and injuries
remain disproportionately high

Araya Thawornwanchai’

4

hen teen heart-throb
singer Dome Pakorn
Lum hit the headlines
over an alleged drunk
driving incident in which three peo-
ple died, it once again highlighted
one of the most serious problems on
Thai roads: alcohol-related acci-
dents. . :
‘Out of a population of 60 m1111on,
many of whom live in quiet rural
ireas and don’t own a car, the road
«oll is proportionately far too high.
annually, well in excess.of 10,000
seople die, while hundreds of thou- .
:a.nds are injured and maimed. .
‘Of all-of the reasons for these acci-
lents, alcohol (and probably dmgs '
is well) is the single biggest canse. : . -
ind the reason why it is the Slngle
siggest cause-can be put down to one
actor: failure by police to 1mplement
Jreventlve measures, : © :
Since 1999, checkpmnts ha.ve AR
»een set up at various parts of the

-apital to catch drunk drivers. Semor

solice launched the crackdown with -
reat fanfaré and it appeared from ‘
ketCh}' official figures and personal
ibservation that it did for a time dlS- ,
ourage drink-driving. But just a few
nonths into the campaign, people _3‘
argely forgot about the- ~ -, . :
heckpoints and started
lrunken driving again
iecause they knew ...
hereweréonlya .- -
mall number -2 -~
fcheck-= -~ ‘
«oints set
pon- .
nlyafew
ays of .-

e,

hance of -
ein

t,
rivers

ke,

‘high. . -
So it is not just the singer who is

f‘.’j- * Obviously police failure to take-

~ week at one to three spots. This is-
.:--'clearly not enough to deter and catch
Jdrunk drivers; - % < ~

Dome do not fear getting behind the
wheel even though they have little
control over it. When the inevitable

happened and three people died and |

others were injured, he pleaded for

- public sympathy, saying he did oot

intend to cause any harm. Had he
been aware that he stood a good
chance of being stopped at a police

- checkpoint on his way home, would
- Dome have opted to take a taxi and

thereby avert this tragedy? The
chances of that would have to be

at fault here. Besides the question of -

- drunk-drivers being allowed virtual
- free rein to create havocon the’
 roads, there are other factors that -

need to be taken into cons:deratlon

action is the main cause of the hlgh -

L level of drunken accidents.

- Only a small police unitin " «

" ‘.Bangkok is assigned to deal with -
*/.’drunk drivers; meaning checkpomts

can only be set up three nights a .

“A surveyla.st year by the N atmnal
Health Foundation found that more

- Yet another study m0n1tored~

' road accident injuries at four
. hospitals over the past two -

years -

LIt found no reducnon at .
a.ny time in the number of

¥ people injured in drink--
] . drive cases (a.round 30

dlﬁ'er froma
similar study -
. 1n 1935,

"A

1 said the
. govern-
ment's
anti-

OME, charged with serious dnnk-dnmng affences.

drink-driving campaign was not

- effective enough to change drivery’

behaviour,

In other countries with strict law
enforcement, people are afraid of
being caught driving under the influ-
ence of aleohol.

With the right deterrent, aIcohol-
related accidents can be reduced by
atleast 30 per cent. -

Another factor is people under 25
years who are a high-risk group even
without the added contnbutmn of

- aleohol.

Studies show that drivers under
25 years caused a higher proportion

of road accidents mvolved more seri- -

ous injuries.

‘In Thailand, it is too ea.sy for them
to acquire a licence.

Though the age limit is 18, higher.
than in some countries, young driv-

~ ers are only required to do a year's

- “driving probation, with no reqmre-
‘ment for a good driving record. -
In more stringent countries, -

e 'young drivers are on probation from

- 18 to 21 years before they can request

-+ apermanent licence, and they must .
. ._‘haveaclean record. RN

- Yet another determining factor s -

weak enforcement of the law ban- .

- ‘ning people under 18 from buym g

" . "alcohol.

- 'In countnes mth eﬁ'ectlve road

-~ aceident prevention and coritrol, -

-

-under 21 year olds canrniot buy a.Ico- ‘.'
-hol anywhere, be it ina pub restau-

;lra.nt.'s or grocery shop.

than 90 per cent of drivers believé - - '
o they are unlikely to be checked for "
- alcohol through a breath test. -

. per cent), and cer- .
tamly itdidnot .- -
. : vehxcles which are popular among

researcher . -
. involved in. "~
the study -

All of these factors are rea.son' S

- enough to support the government S
- social order measures, especially

stncter enforcement of the law. -
 Widespread police checkpoints -

‘-are a very effective means of deter-"~

ring drink-drivers and are well worth
the investment (especially as they

‘ .*_Have a deterrent effect on other

crimes as well).”
i Itwill mean, of course, altematwe
transport choibes for dnnkers to get
homesafely.” -

- Among them are special semce :

. -Japanese drinkers. -
* There are many methods by whlch

: the government can reduce the -
“shocking rate of road deaths caused

by drunk-drivers, should it decide to *
~'get serious about theé problem..

Countless innocent lives would be
saved.

-Araya Thawornwanchai js a
researcher at the National Health
Foundation.
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Heart throb singer Dome

held for fatal drunk driving

Two killed, 4 burt as
his Benz rams taxi

eart throb singer Pakorn Lum has

been charged with reckiess driving,

causing deaths and injuries and drunk
driving alter his Mercedes Benz col-
lided with a taxa on Rami VI road carly
yesterday, killing two people and injur-
ing four others.

Mr Pakorn, known to his faos as
Dame, was found to have a blood-
alcohal level of L64 mg, moere thon
three times the legal limit of 501mng,
police said,

The 22-vear-old singer confessed o
the charges, Phaya Thai police said.

©andd had agreed o pay contpensalion (o

Lhe families of those killed and injured.

Meo Pakomt owas o oreleased  on
300.000-hal bail.

Witnesses tld palice the Mercedes
Benz driven by Me Pakern was travel -
ling ativigh speed and failed t op aza
red reattic ligho betfore colliding witd 1

e
ROAD SAFETY

Pakorn
Lum,
better
knoivn as
Dome, nt
Phaya
Thai
police
station
after his
Mercedes
Benz -
crashed
intan
taxi,
killing
twwo

and

four
nthers. —
SURAPOL
FROMSAKA
MNA SAKON-
NAKGEN

taxi at Tuek Thai intersection on Rama
VI road about 3am yesterday.

Two passengess in the taxi were kil
led instantly. Two other passengers and
the taxi driver were seriously injured.

Police said the impact of the ¢rash
caused the taxi to collide with a second
taxi. slightly injuring its driver.

Police have been unable to identify
the twa dead male passengets as they
were not carrving D cards or other
dacumennts. .

The three injurcdt men from the first
taxi were Thoonjat Ngam-saneh, the
driver, . Chalerm  Oy-bamrung. from
Phavao, and Sittiporn Chinpawa, fram
Yasethon.

The driver of the second taxi,
Ekkaphop Yuthasan, sustained minor
iujurics.

Pol Maj-Gen fungrak Chuthanond,
deputy oy police chiet, said a reckless
driving causing deadh charge carried a
maximum t9-year faid resm and a tine
ol up e 20,000 bahe.

& Campateinajoilirs page 2
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failure’

Study blames wear
law enforcenent

Ploenpore Achakor

7T hailand’s campaign against drunk

driving was a total failure. Assocq,
Prof Paibul Surivawongpaisal bL Rama-
“thibodi hospital said vesterday.

Weaak faw enforcement was to biame.
szid Prof Paibul. who headed research, -
firanced by the Thailand Research !
Fund. on the effeciiveness of the
“Don't Drive Drunk” campaign.

An opinion survev showed 73% of
respondents believed law enforcement
was 100 weak.

Drunk driving was the cause of
nearly 30% of ad accidenrts in this
countny, Prof Paibul said.

Eighty-eight percent of the respon-
denrs szig they wanted 2 ban on the
sale of zicohol w people under 21 vears
of age because they represented a high-

k grou .Mihen-rjnkink,,_._. o

DL % T

the provinces was believed o be far :
worse.
“Bangkok is supposed to be the

place where law enforcement is
strongest compared with the rest of the
counzry,” said Prof Paibul, who is also
manager of thé Public Health Foun-
darion.

Most of the respondents gverwhelm -
ingly backed the social order policy,
initiated by Interiar Minister Purachai
Piumsombun, wanting it toc contnue ;
with strice enforcement of the closing .
time of nightspots at 2am. R

The survey alse found 51% of the
respondents wanted sellers of alcoholic -
drinks to drivers to also be held respon- -
sible in drunk-driving accidents invalv-
ing their customers. while 33% said
drunk drivers should be deprived of the |
right to medical insurance claims. f

Meanwhile, 2ol Maj-Gen Dusitsan
Therapat, the traffic police chief, said
authaorities were planning to step up
the campaign against drunk driving, |
launched in 1999, to make it work.
“Legal mechanisms will be strength- |
ened with an aim o mete out tougher
punishment.” he said.

Checks against drunk driving, so far
carried out single-handedly by the cen-
tral rraffic police division, would be
decencralised to all the nine Merropoli-
tan Police commands. the traffic police
chief said.

Maore alcghol-detecting  devices,
which were costly, were being acquired
to enable police to work more effec-
tivelv, Poi Maj-Gen Dusitsan said.

There would be more checkpoints
and checking would probably start ear-
lier than in the past. usually fixed at
2am, he said.
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egopomy, The Office of the Commission for the Management of Road Traffic esti-
<5 - mated. damage to. life- and property sterffming. ﬁ-om“&ccxdent&*awr -Songkran

“‘ . ¢ame to Bt28 billion. That dwarfs the billion:odd bahf the pnmeapxmster was

L and maotorcycles enter the streets, It is an issue that needs urgent attention. Dozens

il 1y wey W

editorial S

EDITORIAL: SONGKRAN CARNAGE

longer be 1gnored --

‘0 the past 12 years, Thailand has suffered more than its share of spectac-
ular life-taking accidents. Topping the list, was an explosives-laden truck
that overturned and blew up in a small Phang-nga town killing more than
170 in 1991, , _

Others included the Thai Airways jet that came down in a storerin Surat Thani,
killing 102 in 1998; an LPG tanker in 199( that crashed and spilled its load comn-
ing off the expressway on New Petchaburi Road, triggering a fireball that killed

.more than 100; a hotel fire in Rayong that claimed the lives of 91 trapped guests
and workers in 1997; and the Klong Toei slum fire, which while it officially killed
only three people, left thausands homeless and pmsoned

The total number of deaths: about 466.
addition, almost 60,000 people were injured, many seriously.

In the case of the éarlier accidents, the government responded by tlghtenmg
- laws and regulations. To be sure, unplementatmn remams a problem. - -

e —;’I‘he official response to the Songkran carnage: A sug, ime Min-. |
_' ister Thaksin Shinawatra that the holiday be shortened to stop people leaving |

' the city. This would have the added benefit of preventmg Thaxs takm ff on for- :

eign trips and spending their money overseas, he said, . f
One final statistic to: consider: Austraha, a country- w1th ahnost the same }
i

nﬁmber of vehlcles on xts roads as Thaﬂand and which'wag-alsoon’ hohday for

‘,—l—.—r-.,————ff P

tive series of measures desxgned 1o curb drink dnvmg = S
~ Doctors in Thailand estimated that intoxiéafed dnvers or revellers were
responsible for 85 per cent of the Songkran deaths and accidents. That is an appalling
figure because’ it suggests the answer to bnngmg down the death toIl is self ev1-
i dent o everyone bat thie government.y” &7 & g EERE A :

A semi-official campaxgn ‘against drunken dnvmg over the past two years has
“had little success, as the number 6f road accidents rose by almost 10 per cent to
~ 73,737 last year. The final toll for the year was more than 920,000 injured and
11 988 dead, twice the nu.mber kﬂled on US roads over the same penod

is'not surpnsmg given the lack of political leadérship on thei 1ssue Vand the lack;
of financial support police receive. - According to the Thailand Research Fund, only -
44.8 per cent of 299 breathalysers being used throughout the country are in good
conchtmn And many of the officers are unaware of how to use the equiprient.
. Drink driving has been a hot political issue overseas for decades and there is
a host of successful campaigns the authorities could emulate to save Thai lives,
. Most countries take a three-pronged approach that invelves massive public
relations campaigns to stigmatise drink dnvmg, wxdespread random testmg of
dnvers and heavy penalties for offenders. . ‘
~Many of the parts for a successful anti- dnnk dnvmg campmgn are already in
pIace here. Thais have a good record of responding to publicity campaigns. Con-
- gider their response to the family planning, foam krathong and Aids prevention
-.campaigns. The traffic police in Bangkok have effectively used random roadside
. checks to reduce the problem of the black emissions from trucks and buses, In
-+ the big cities, relatively cheap taxi services ease the political backlash the cam-
= paigns have caused in other countries. What the issue needs is some paolitical will.
- Ifit is the finapcial cost of Songkran that precccupies the prime minister then
perhaps he should consider the savings that such a campaign would have for the

worried was being drained from the country by jet-setting familiegs e =
¢*The problem of drunk driving is only going to get worse as more and more cars

of people are dymg every dayitis brushed amde A ) -
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rim Songkran festival
death toll reaches 636

DRINK DRIVING U\WS ‘NGT ENFORGED’

The Nation

SONGKRAN accideats claimed 636
lives, including two teenage boys whose
motorcycles crashed into a truck dur-
ing water-throwing festivities and
49,543 injuries, Deputy Public Health
Minister Surapong Suebwonglee said
yesterday. -

DON T drink and drive. It's a message, : -

. that is widely heard but pard I|ttle
' ‘heed :
- The effort to reduce car accndents :
" through a campaign against drunken -

From the total number of casualties,
road accidents between Wednesday
and yesterday accounted for 442 deaths
and 25,637 injuries.

Most road accidents and resulting
injuries were attributed to drunk dri-
ving and motorcyclists' failure to wear
safety helmets, Surapong said.

The statistics were compiled from
300 state hospitals across the nation,

Comparing statistics, there were
285.8 people injursd and 4.9 killed
wery hour during the Songkran holi-
lays while the New Year holiday
Jaimed 198 injuries and 3.7 deaths
ser hour.

At the peak period of Songkran hol-
days {(Friday to Sunday), Buri Ram
eported 28 fatal road accidents, followed
yy Khon Kaen (18}, Ubon Ratchathani
18), Kalasin (15) and Nakhon Nayok
14).

Nakhon Ratchasima reported the
ighest number of injuries at 1,040,

In Amnat Charoen two 13-year-cld
10ys died when their motercycles col-
ided with a truck as they attempted to
lrench Songkran revellers.

Another resident, 25, drowned in the
Jekong as he tried to cool off after a bout
fdrinking to celebrate the water fes-
ival, witnesses said.

Phrae provincial health chief Phu-
hong Weeraplin said that 80 per cent

—driving has proven anything but suc- .

- cessful, as the number of road
mishaps rose by nearly 8,000 last -
year over 1999, officials said.

" There were 73,737 road accidenfs o

last year compared with 67,786 in © ;

1999, officials reported at a seminai_" E

" to review the campaign Last year's ©

" accidents killed 11,988 people and - o
" - maore cars means there are also more
- drunken drivers. -~

: flnjured more than 920,000.
- Even though the drtznkﬁrtwng cam- -
- paign has been wal received by the
- public, Senator Damrong Phuttan, - .
o prasident of Don't Drive Drunk Club, -
" said changing drivers’ drinking habtts
-was a slow process.
* “Authorities have not enforced faws
" strictly,” Damrong sald during a dtscus-
- sion held by the Thailand Research, :
* Fund and the National Health Founda-
. tion. “Besides, ng severe pumshment
‘13 Being imposed.”
" Lack of financial support from the
- government is another obstacle,

-“According to the Thailand Research . - : -

- Fund, only 44.8 per cent of 299
breathalysers being used thraughout

of the road accidents during the long hol-
idays had been caused by drunk driving,

The casualties of read accidents in
Phuket during Songkran doubled to
1,064 injuries and 10 deaths, health
chief Jesda Chaikulrat said.

- the country are in good cordition.

- Also, traffic police lacked basic
knowledge on how to use the testing
dévice, senior state attorney Kullaphol
Phoilawan said.

* The number.of road.accidents has

* skyrocketed over the past decade, due
- to the increasing numbers cof vehicles. -

- 11 1990, only 3 million cars were -

.registered. But as wheels have

. become an ultimate status symbel

~’and a basic need for many people, the
number has increased seven-fold, i

reaching 21 million last year. And

“Dnnkmg has become a part of Thaa T
culture, especially during festivals fike

- Songkran and New Year,” said'Dr Thae- .

jing Siripanit, director of the medical

- . science department at the Accident ™ . .
-and Public Disaster Institute. “Even . &
_ ' theugh drinking Is not wrong, drivers -

* shouid bear in mind that only twe * - - .,
- glasses of wine ean cause a fatal acck :
dent,” he said. Drunken drivingisa

" threat to everyone an the road.

To stop drinkers from driving, Dame -«
rong said society'must consider drunk- ..
en driving as a serious crime and dea
with offenders like hardened criminals.: .

L - The Natfon

Police spokesman Maj-General
Pongsapat Pongcharoen reminded
motorists to refrain from drinking and
to observe traffic regulations to ensure
a safe return trip from Songkran cele-
brations, scheduled to end today.
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- Road campaign fallmg{

to sober up drlvers

'ARTHIT KHWANKHOM - |

The Nation

. A CAMPAIGN against drinking and |
. driving launched last year has so far .

failed to reduce the number of relat- .
ed injuries, according to the results of !

| astudy released by the National Pub-

lic Health Foundation. . - _
The researcher, Dr Adisak Palit-

© ponkanpim, blamed lax enforcement

§
)

ruary and November; found that casu- ?,

of the law for the failure and called for
. hospitals to record the blood alcohol

-levels of those injured in road accidents

as evidence for the police.
The study, conducted between Jan-

" alties from road accidents where the '

- driver’s blood alcohol level was more -

- than 50 milligrams (the legal limit) con-
- gtituted 37 per cent of patients admit-
ted to intensive care units at Central

" The number decreased slightly mid-
year and then rose to 38 per cent .

between September and November, the
study found. It concluded that the

number of injuries involving drunl dii-

‘ving fluctuated according to the sea-
son. The number is higher during fes-
tive seasons around the beginning
and end of the year, when alcohol
consumption increases.

. General, Lerdsin General, Police and |
' Bhumibol hospitals in Bangkok. :

Adisak said the study showed that -1

the “No Drunk Driving” project, -

launched in July last year, had failed :
to achieve its goal of reducing the °
number of i m]unos caused by drunk dri-

Vmg

He said enforcement of the law .
against drunk driving remained poor.
Due tolimited manpower, police had

set up just one checkpoint a day on only

three days a week (Tuesdays, Fni-.

drunk drivers.
Under the Land Traffie Act, the

- penalty for driving with a blood alco-
hol level above the legal limit is a .
‘maximum of three months mJaﬂ and_

a fine of between Bt2,000 and |
- Bt10,000, or both.

Most of the motorists surveyed inthe
study were not afrajd of the law. Of the

1,027 regular drivers, 82 per cent said ‘;
 they believed there was only a slim

chance of them being checked by police
for drunk driving.

Adisak also suggested that hospi- |
tals should record information about ;

the blood alcohol levels of patients
from car accidents for reference by the
police or affected parties. He said he
did not think the practice would vio-
late the basic rights of patients as
drunk driving was in any case against
the law.

- days-and Saturdays) to check for ,
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