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Project Code: RDG3/30/2543
Project Title: Development of Coordinating System for Collection of Information on Imported

Hazardous Chemicals

Investigators: Chulalongkorn University; Faculty of Science, Environmental Research Institute,
Health Research Institute; Department of Customs and Port Authority of
Thailand, Bangkok Port.

Email Address: dvarapan@chula.ac.th
Project Duration: August 2000 — December 2001

The objective of the project is to develop a model for collection information and establish
a system for tracking of imported hazardous materials which are legally controlled.

The major outcome was the set up of an operational model and a national system for
tracking of hazardous materials from the entry point to the end user. The outcome resulted
from the cooperative effort of a team of researchers of Chulalongkorn University, representatives
from 5 governmental agencies responsible for controlling of import, export, production and
possession of hazardous materials and the Department of Customs working on the agreed work
frame designed.

There are two visible outcomes: Firstly, the selection and the set up of specific statistic
codes for materials which originally have nonspecific commodity codes under the Harmonized
System. The total numbers specified were 2,117 items consisting of 1,667 restricted and 450
non-restricted chemicals. Secondly, the design of a format which can systematically and
separately indicate legal documents issued by 5 controlling agencies.

Most importantly was that the format and system developed has been tried and the trial
showed that each agency is beneficial from the system developed. In addition, the system
created imported statistics of a number of hazardous materials never apparent in the past. For
example, the Prior Informed Consent and the Persistent Organic Pollutants lists can be easily
monitored. Moreover, the import of other non-restricted items can also be monitored with the
tracking system.

It is recommended that the format and system developed be continued and a systematic
evaluation process should be set up to monitor the potential and the performance of each
agency to maintain the new system and finally merged into routine practice in the future. It is
also appropriate to consider extending the system to cover the monitoring of the export,

production as well as the possession of hazardous materials as a whole.
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