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Abstract

The Development of Learning Process con Herb, Plakmailai Community, Kampangsaen

District, Nakhon Pathom Province.

The study on the development of learning process on herb, Plakmailai
Community, Kampangsaen District, Nakhon Pathom Province was a research and
development with the objectives to study the baseline data of the community, to develop
the learning process, to organize the learning activities and to study the results of the
community's learning on herb. This research was the initial stage of the study the
baseline data survey of the community.

The scope of the baseline data survey of the community was to study 1)the
community context{ in economic, social and cultural aspects; 2} their health care
behaviors; 3) data on herb such as variety, use, belief, and knowledgeable persons in
community; 4} the relationship among various organizations in community; 5) the
learning process on herb; and 6) the analysis on community potentiality.

Qualitative research method was applied in this study by studying related
documents before coordinating with concemed agencies and taking 8 months long in
collecting data in the field with the following methods : building rapport with community
in the early stage; collecting data by observation; conducting formal and informal
interview, focus group, and dialogue with people in the community; and analyzing data
by content analysis.

The findings were as follow ;

1. Plakmailai community emerged almost a century ago. The main
occupation was agriculture. The important farm produces were sugarcane and
asparagus. Most villagers were of Chinese origin and relatives. There were Plakmailai
temple and one primary school in the adjacent compound. There was also a heaith

center. The communication within the community and to the city was convenient.



2. Plakmailai community had a large tract of land covering 92 rai {36.8
acres) with various herbs, which was maintained by the abbot and people in the
community. The herb land was conserved by planting additional variety of herb,
labelling each herb’s quality, and organizing herb eco- tour as conservation tourism.
At present, there were about 500 varieties of herb in the area. Aside from the temple’s
herb land, the villagers had individually planted some but not seriously promoted due to
market and quality problems of the product.

3. There were various aspects of relationship and network in Plakmailai
community among activity groups, organizations, and agencies both from within and
without, such as dependence, cooperation, participation, partnership, and kinship, etc.

4. Most people went to the health center for health care service, and bought
themselves medicine from a village grocery and clinic of the tambol (sub-district). If
they were sick, they went to the provincial hospital or clinic in the city of Nakorn Pathom.
Using herb to cure was few and not wide spread.

5. Some people in the community had used herb both as medicine and
food. They had the knowledge of and believed in the use of herb, as a result of
knowledge transfer from their ancestors and the knowledgeable persons of the
community, as well as example from those who used and got good result.

6. The learning process of the community was formal, nonformal, and
informal through model, activity, people media, training, seminar, field study, and
development work.

7. Plakmailai community had a facilitative context and diverse social fund to
promote the community’s potentiality.

The approach to develop the learning process of the community, analyzed
from community data, was that the community was able to develop its learning process
through integrated instructional process; the development of herb-in-school curriculum;
transfer of knowledge and development experiences to various group in the community,
such as, housewives' group, elderly group, youth group, and the like; and learning
sources in the community, such as, media, bulietin boards, experience-exchange

activities, and dialogue in the community.
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